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Lily Scott 
Junior 

My name is Lily Scott, and I am currently in 
year 3 of Japanese at GKHS. My decision 
to take Japanese as a foreign language 
actually began before I had ever entered 
the halls of Graham Kapowsin High school.  

When I was in 7th grade, my older brother 
was a senior in high school, and was 
taking French. When he would talk about 
what he was learning, and his class, I 
began to think about what language I 
wanted to take when it was my turn to 
become a freshman. I had wished to take 
Japanese, but my brother would remind 
me that Japanese wasn't offered at GK.  

Flash forward to the next year, my eighth 
grade year, when I began signing up for my 
high school courses, and under foreign 
language, was Japanese. I was delighted  

Japanese Club 

Come see a different side of 
Japanese Culture, outside of 
Japanese Anime! Japanese 
club meets on Thursdays in 
room 205. Students do not 
currently have to be taking 
Japanese to join! Must hold 

an ASB card.  

Follow us on Instagram: 
GKHS_japaneseclub 

Did you know!? 
Japan has invested over $340 

billion in America through 
affiliated companies 

Honda, Toyota, Nissan, and 
other well-known Japanese 
car companies have more 
than a third of America’s 
automobile market share 

Scientists at the RIKEN 
Nishina Center for 

Accelerator-Based Science in 
Japan discovered the element 

113 and recently proposed 
the name "nihonium" - 

"Nihon" means "Japan" in 
Japanese. 

Learn more at: 
speakjapan.jflalc.org 



to inform my parents, and brother,  that I 
could  in fact take this language in high 
school, and at that point I had only planned 
to take my required two years. 

 I was intrigued by the Japanese 
characters, and how difficult people made 
it seem to learn. I wanted to challenge 
myself, and maybe wanted to show off how 
well I could write the characters that my 
friends couldn't read. In my sophomore 
year, my second year taking Japanese, we 
began looking at career options in my 
career class, and I realized how much fun I 
had learning the language, and the culture, 
and after taking a “matchmaker” quiz to 
explore what careers might fit me, 
translator popped up.  
 
I immediately decided to change my 
career path to Japanese translator. I, now 
being in my third year of Japanese, am 
working my hardest to become fluent in the 
language (even though I am nowhere near 
there), and I am proud to announce that I 
will be traveling to Japan with Graham 
Kapowsin’s High School Wind Ensemble in 
January. I am amazed at how much more I 
have learned in my Japanese 3 class in 
just two short months , and I can't wait to 
see how I grow in the next two years. 

Riley Allen  
Freshman 

I joined Japanese because I had no 
interest in the other language classes. 
Although, Most people chose Spanish, I 
didn't find it interesting. I thought that 
Japanese was different which is what 
separated it from everything else. 

On the first day, the teacher, Schubert 
Sensei had everyone engaged and 
learning without having the slow learners 
feel outsmarted. Almost the whole time 
being in class, the teacher speaks in 
Japanese. Although this sounds like an 
issue, for people who don't already know 
some Japanese, Schubert Sensei makes 
hand gestures and body movements 
corresponding to what she wants us to do. 
Because of this, even though she is 
teaching in Japanese, we can figure out 
what she wants us to do. For example, at 

Did you know!? 

Japan has created 840,000 
American jobs. 14,600 of those 

jobs are right here in 
Washington!! 



the beginning of class every day Sensei 
says ”kiritsu”, the u is silent, and moves her 
arms upward which lets us know to stand 
up. 
    
 On the very first day of school, the first 
thing that we did was play a game. The 
game is similar to rock, paper, scissors. 
Instead of just using hands we use our 
whole bodies. Kuma, meaning bear, Hime, 
meaning princess, and Ryoshi, meaning 
hunter. Hime beats Ryoshi, Kuma beats 
Hime, and Ryoshi beating Kuma. The 
students are all friendly and we work with 
different people often.  

We start class with a respectful bow, then 
practice our writing on the whiteboards with 
Sensei. Sometimes we forget what a 
character is or how to write it. If you forget 
the character the other students around 
you can help. Schubert Sensei sometimes 
passes out papers to help remember 
words or to learn them. If you worry 
about struggling with saying words, it’s 
fine, everybody else is struggling too, you 
just have to try. 

There are three different alphabets in 
Japanese. That sounds crazy right? Well 
the first that was learned was called 
Hiragana, the characters for Japanese 
originated words. The next Katakana, for 
borrowed words from different languages 
like America or Oosutoraria (Australia). The 
third set of characters we haven't started to 
learn yet, is called Kanji. Kanji are Chinese 
characters that were taken from Chinese. 

 Although learning a language is necessary 
for graduating, Japanese is a great choice 
due to the shared struggle and newfound 
relationship with the people around you.

Diana Gutierrez  
Junior 

My name is Diana Gutierrez and I am a 
Junior at GK. I originally moved up here 
from Tennessee. At my old school we only 
had the languages of German and 
Spanish. There was sort of an unspoken 
rule that only juniors took German, leaving 
the sophomores and freshmen with the 
choice of Spanish, or failing to receive the 
foreign language credit. But, Then I moved 
to Washington, and discovered my new 
school offered not only German and 
Spanish, but Japanese as well.  
                 
It was something new and generally 
uncommon in my mind, so I said “Sign me 
up mate!” Originally I thought it would be 
unique to learn how those silly looking 
characters somehow clicked in someone's 
mind as an alphabet. But as I've been 



introduced to this culture, not just the 
language itself, I've wanted to learn more 
because it just became so fascinating to 
me. I've also met a lot of great people 
through this Japanese class that share my 
enthusiasm, and it's fun to be able to learn 
a different language and culture with other 
people. I also feel that it has helped me to 
feel less isolated this way.

 Julia Werre 
Junior

I decided to learn Japanese because I 
have always been interested in Japan’s 
culture and lifestyle. Also, I wanted to learn 
something different and I have already 
loved knowing about Japan. So, when I 
had the chance to learn the language I 
made sure I was able to take the class. I 
love writing the characters because I find 
them more artistic and I always try and 

perfect them. Japanese is one of my 
favorite classes and I always look forward 
to it because not only is it fun learning 
something different, but also because it is 
something new. I love how we are all 
involved with the activities in class and I 
find it easier to learn that way. In class 
everyone is involved and we are all 
engaged. I love this style of learning and I 
feel more confident in speaking and having 
a conversation than just writing.  

In class we don’t have desks and we all sit 
in a circle. I feel it is way more engaging 
and I really love this style. Sensei always 
brings a lot of energy to class and it is 
always fun yet it’s also a great learning 
environment. I plan to continue learning 
Japanese until I am fluent and I cannot 
wait! 

Deskless Classroom 
Last year I took the leap into a deskless 
classroom. The deskless classroom looks 
like a space with no structure, but the 
opposite is true! I find that my students are 
often more engaged and hold themselves 
and their classmates more accountable to 
stay in Japanese! Japanese is used 90% or 
more during classroom time. 



Jade Dickinson 
Freshman 

Konnichiwa, Minna-san! Greetings are one 
of the many things you will learn when 
taking Japanese at GK. When I started 
Japanese, I saw it as something very 
intimidating, but with time I came to realize 
that all it took to do well was to work hard 
and study. Since Japanese is a very 
interesting subject to me, I found myself 
writing words and phrases in Japanese all 
over my spare notebook paper and 
doodling the same hiragana face over and 
over again. With time, I became 
accustomed to writing and speaking the 
language we learned in class. 

So far, participating in Japanese has been 
one of the best decisions in my student life. 
Taking the time to learn about an entirely 
different culture and their formalities has 
been an amazing experience. Like many 
people, I took the class because I like to 

watch and draw anime. But, learning the 
language has become more than a desire 
to watch unsubbed anime. It’s become a 
part of my life and who I am. Participating 
in class everyday and doing the work is 
something very fun for me. There’s just 
something exciting about writing and 
speaking a language that most people 
have no idea about. But really, Japanese is 
only fun if you realize that you have to work 
hard to learn it, and pay attention to 
Sensei!  

Anyway, even though I’m only in Japanese 
1, I hope to pursue Japanese further than 
the required two years to increase my 
knowledge of the language and culture 
even more. This knowledge of culture 
comes with participating in Japanese club 
as well, which I’m currently involved in. All 
in all, learning Japanese is definitely 
something worthwhile if you’re willing to 
participate and work. It’s certainly a 
challenge, and it works your mind, but if 
you like a challenge, then Japanese is the 
perfect subject to learn. 

Japan tour 2019 

Do you want to experience Japan 
first hand?! Now you can! Schubert 
Sensei is leading a tour to Japan in 
the summer of 2019. View the full 

itinerary and enroll online. 

www.eftours.com    
Tour number: 2052205ZN  

http://www.eftours.com
http://www.eftours.com


Allen Wilson  
Senior 

My reason for joining the Japanese class 
was mainly out of interest in their culture. 
In the process learning the language I 
knew would give me access to a lot of stuff 
in the long-run, such as the visual novels 
that may have a lack of English or even to 
compare some of the text to the vocals for 
the novels that did have it. Another reason 
like other people in my class was due to 
anime.  

The idea of understanding the 
conversation a bit better is always a nice 
perk, one of my personal thoughts was to 
get an even better advance on some of the 
anime I watch by watching the official 
release without subtitles or English 
translation, my impatience was definitely 
my push for that. 

In terms of the class, it’s definitely 
extremely enjoyable, it’s a very active and 
vocal class with the participation of 
everyone within it, I find it a lot easier to 
remember the vocabulary and words due 
to the amount of Japanese vs. English 
speech that goes on. There is hardly any 
homework which makes practicing the 
symbols and memorizing it a great deal 
easier. It varies as to what we learn, from 
greetings, to money to food.  

Did you know!? 

More Michelin stars are 
awarded to restaurants in 

Tokyo than to restaurants in 
Paris 

Simple, compact Japanese 
design aesthetics inspired   

Apple’s Steve Jobs when he 
designed the iphone 

Japanese people tweet so much they 
once crashed Twitter worldwide 

The Pokemon video game series has 
sold over 200 million copies (Second 

only to Mario―Also Japanese!)



Georjah Carter 
Freshman 

During my time in Japanese class, I have 
gained the experience in the cultural 
lifestyle of Japan. Usually people believe 
that taking a language course just means 
learning how to speak that certain 
language and they never realize that there 
is so much more. By taking Japanese 
specifically, I have learned not only to 
speak, but to indulge in the activities and 
daily life of the Japanese culture. 

Everyday in class, we learn something 
new. Whether it’s new Japanese 
characters or learning how to ask someone 
about how their day might be going, the 
people in this class enjoy every second of 
it. Another thing I have learned is that while 
being in this class, people are not afraid to 
speak out. People may mess up and say 

the wrong sentence, but everyone knows 
that making mistakes is part of learning 
another language. People learn to practice 
more often and this is what helps us 
perfect in what we do and how we speak. I 
remember the first day of class and what it 
was like; not knowing how to say a thing. 
However, now (only having two months of 
learning) I can speak and understand daily 
phrases that people use while being in 
Japan. 

Understanding the language isn’t the only 
thing people have accomplished in the 
class so far. We are also learning to adapt 
to the lifestyle of Japan. It’s almost as if we 
are studying abroad. We learn little things 
that people do in Japan that us Americans 
probably never thought of doing. Also, just 
a little while ago, we had exchange 
students visit from Japan. The experience 
with them was amazing.  

So, in order to succeed in a language 
class, you have to be a part of the cultural 
lifestyle. You should always want to learn 
something new. This includes being a part 
of the speaking and the cultural aspects of 
the course. As a freshman, being in this 
Japanese language class has helped me 
communicate more and helped me 
understand that practicing actually helps in 
every way possible.  This class would 
definitely be one of my all time favorite.  

 



Schubert Sensei 

Hello! My name is Tanya Schubert and I 
am the new Japanese teacher at Graham 
Kapowsin High School. My family and I 
moved from Ohio, but I am originally from 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. I graduated High 
School in 2005, and from that moment 
began working on becoming a Japanese 
teacher. It was a long journey, that actually 
started at the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks.  

While a student at UAF I studied abroad 
twice, once in Sapporo, and once in 
Nagoya. While in Nagoya, I had the 
opportunity to do a homestay for half a 
year. I enjoyed my time in Alaska, but at 
that time UAF did not offer teaching 
licenses for Japanese. I started to reach 
out to different Universities, and through 
this met Dr. Kawamura from The University 
of Findlay.  We spoke about my goals to 

improve my Japanese, as well as to 
become a teacher. He was inspiring and I 
knew I had to study at his University. I 
graduated from UF in 2010 with my B.A. in 
Japanese. I then moved back to Japan in 
March 2011, to teach English at Nichibei 
Gakuin School of Foreign Languages. I 
stayed in Japan for a year, then returned 
back to UF to begin working on my 
teaching license, as well as my masters 
degree. In 2015, I finished my teaching 
license as well as my Masters degree. I 
was also able to secure a job teaching 
Japanese in The Marysville Exempted 
Village School District. I learned a lot 
during my time teaching in Ohio, but my 
husband and I had been wanting to move 
to a larger area which is why we decided to 
make the big move out west in August.  

I love being able to share all of my 
experiences with my students. I teach in 
Japanese 90-100% of the time. In 
Japanese 1 students will learn all 46 
characters of Hiragana and Katakana as 
well as 100 Chinese characters. I have had 
a few guests visit my classroom, and they 
were amazed at what my students could 
do in only two months.  I know that my 
classes are rigorous, Despite this, my 
students have been achieving all of the 
goals that I have been setting for them and 
even gone further than I expected on a 
few. Speaking in a language, as well as 
learning to read and write different 
characters is difficult if you are never 
exposed to it. Because I introduce these 
skills from day one of class, students are 
able to grow through the exposure.  
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