
They’re going to be able to drive 
by this the rest of their lives and 
know they planted those trees 
and shrubs.  They did it!”

At the end of their shift, the 
students had planted 163 trees, 
plants and shrubs that will go a 
long way to making the Mashel 
River a better habitat for salmon 
and other animals.  

To see a video of the students 
in action, visit www.youtube.
com/bethelschools. 
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I N  T H E  D I S T R I C T

S c i e n c e  s t u d e n t s  s a v e  s a l m o n

A s  p a r t  o f  o u r 
ongoing efforts to 
keep students safe, 
we have installed stop 
paddle cameras on 
some of our school 
buses.  The cameras 
will capture drivers 
that pass our buses 
illegally. 

Citations wil l  be 
issued soon. For more 
i n fo r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t 
our website, www.
b e t h e l s d. o rg,  a n d 
click on the link that 
says ‘Bethel Stops for 
Buses.’  Remember: if 
you don’t stop when 
the ‘Red Lights Flash,’ 
you could get a $394 
ticket.

Science students from Frontier 
Middle School and members 
of Bethel’s Native American 
program traveled to Eatonville to 
work alongside AmeriCorps and 
the Nisqually Land Trust to plant 
trees along the Mashel River, a 
tributary of the Nisqually River.

Austin Wallace, a sophomore at 
Graham-Kapowsin High School, 
was one of the many students 
who got  their  hands dirty 
helping to reinvigorate what was 
historically an old cow pasture.  
“There isn’t much out here,” he 
said, surveying the field.  “It’s 
really to protect the river and the 
salmon that’s in there, creating 
new habitats, protection, shade, 
a new food source, just trying to 
really give back to what we’ve 
taken before.”

The field was covered with 
potted plants and trees ready to 
be put into the ground.  “It’s 1,750 
trees,” said Cris Peck, who is with 
AmeriCorps and the Nisqually 
Land Trust, “And we wouldn’t 
be able to get it done without 
awesome school groups like this.  
We’re planting it, rejuvenating 
the forest, providing help for the 
system and hopefully we’ll have 
more salmon come through.”

Frontier Middle School science 
teacher Pam Stephan said the 
students and teachers were 
joined by some distinguished 
visitors.  “We have some tribal 
leaders here, big smiles on their 
faces, because this is all part of a 
team.  It takes a village!”

Students planted shore pine, 
giant maple and red cedar trees 
among others.  “They’re getting 
their hands dirty and they’re 
doing an amazing job,” said 
Stephan.  

“It’s fun doing it anyways”, said 

Wallace.  “You’re getting dirty, 
you’re having fun, it’s a good 
experience.”

Seventh grader Kayla Sell 
agreed, but had some advice 
for any that would follow in her 
muddy footsteps, “I advise you 
not to wear your nice clothes 
and shoes!”

Stephan said along with the 
community service, students 
were getting a look at science 
in action, “This is an amazing 
opportunity to blend with 

the state learning targets for 
ecosystems.  They’re also seeing 
things that are in our terrariums 
at school, like lots of worms!”

“For our Native American 
program one of our things that 
we are really excited about is just 
that we partner with teachers 
or other subjects,” said Joe 
Hunich, Bethel’s Native American 
Program coordinator.

“This is a first but it’s not a 
last,” said Stephan.  “I can see us 
wanting to do this year by year.  

families that are being helped.  
“The happiness and joy that we 
see in their faces when  they walk 
out of here; carrying stuff out for 
them, helping them and hearing 
wonderful comments on the way 
out the door.”

Families didn’t just leave with 
toys though.  “Next door is a food 
distribution,” said Mom and Pop 
Shop coordinator Donna Saling, 
“So people will leave here and go 
get their Christmas dinner.”

Around 150 meals were given 
out by Open Door Ministries.  
Greater Lakes Mental Health 
offered seasonal refreshments 
for families while Bethel student 

Bethel students planted 163 trees alongside the Mashel River in Eatonville to help restore salmon habitats.

M o m  a n d  P o p  S h o p  l e n d s  a  h e l p i n g  h a n d
Bethel’s Mom and Pop Shop 

is an annual one-day event that 
gives families in need the chance 
to do some holiday shopping 
free of charge.  Donations of 
toys and gifts came from a 
variety of places, including the 
transportation department’s Stuff 
the Bus events and members of 
the 194th Wing of the Washington 
Air National Guard.

The day before the event, 
members of the 194th Wing 
arrived with trucks full of toys.  
“The toys that we are bringing in 
today come from the 194th Wing 
at Camp Murray and the Western 
Air Defense Sector, which is 
located on Joint Base Lewis-
McChord,” said Senior Master 
Sergeant Denise Avery.

As the Mom and Pop Shop 
quickly filled up with gifts, Avery 
said this was a difficult time of 
year for some families.  “The 
best part about this is just giving 
back to our community and 
supporting the Bethel Family 
Center.  They serve the greater 
Bethel School District area and 
that buts right up on Joint Base 
Lewis-McChord, so we also know 
that this resource is helping out 
our younger airmen and soldiers 
that are in need.”

“The wonderful thing about 
the Guard is that everybody’s a 
family and they give until they 
can’t give any more,” said Senior 
Master Sergeant Don Barney.  
He’s one of the many volunteers 
who works the day of the event 
and got to meet and greet the 

groups from the high schools 
wrapped presents and sang 
Christmas carols.  The Wear It 
Out Clothing Bank was open for 
business as well.

Saling said the eighth annual 
Mom and Pop Shop was a big 
success.  “It’s very rewarding.  It’s 
just great to know that families 
that can’t afford to buy for their 
children have something they 
can take home to their kids.”

The 194th Wing didn’t just help 
out during the holidays.  This 
past summer they gave their time 
and resources to help renovate 
the portable that housed this 
year’s Mom and Pop Shop.  “We 

spent the summer cleaning it all 
up.  All the walls were sanded, 
washed, sealed and repainted.  
Everything’s done, we’re just 
waiting for one more grant for 
the carpet.”

Jay Brower, Bethel’s director of 
community connections said the 
carpeting job will also be done by 
volunteers.  “It’s turning into an 
Eagle Scout project for the carpet 
and the floor and the wallboard.  
That’s a student that goes to 
Graham-Kapowsin, so he will be 
working with the Air National 
Guard as well as Donna Saling 
and getting that done next year.”

Volunteers and members of the 194th Wing of the Air National Guard helped prepare the Mom and Pop Shop 
for its annual day of giving.
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Bethel School District and 
the University of  Washington 
Tacoma are hoping to put more 
students on a “Pathway to 
Promise.”

The new partnership enables 
Bethel School District graduates 
to automatically be accepted 
as freshmen at the UW Tacoma 
campus if they meet agreed upon 
admission requirements.

Pathway to Promise is the first 
program of its kind in Washington 
state and the second in the nation 
that formalizes a partnership 
between a four-year institution 
and a public school district.  
For Bethel, it’s just one more 
way to expand post-secondary 
education opportunities for 
students, districtwide.  The 
district is in the process of 
notifying all high school students 
about the program.

“The whole goal of this is not 
to only send kids to UW Tacoma, 
it is to provide them with more 
information about college 

entrance and what they need to 
do to be prepared for college,” 
said assistant superintendent 
for secondary schools Jennifer 
Bethman.

To  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  f o r 
automatic admission to UW 
Tacoma, students need to meet 
the following five criteria:

•	 Graduate and meet basic 
course requirements

•	 Have a  2 .7  or  higher 
cumulative grade point 
average

•	 Score 480 or higher on each 
section of the SAT or 21 or 
higher on the ACT

•	 S u b m i t  a  c o m p l e t e 
application including 
a well-written personal 
statement

•	 Enroll  at  UW Tacoma 
immediately following 
their senior year

Pathways to Promise is 
based on the work of a leading 
education researcher, Pat 
McDonough, who developed 

a model called Nine Elements to 
Support and Encourage a College-
Going Culture.  These elements 
include:

•	 College talk
•	 Clear expectations
•	 Information and resources
•	 Comprehensive counseling
•	 Testing and curriculum
•	 Faculty involvement
•	 College partnerships
•	 A r t i c u l a t i o n  ( s e a m l e s s 

experience from K-12)
Representat ives  f rom UW 

Tacoma were recognized at the 
Dec. 9 school board meeting for 
collaborating with Bethel Schools.

T h e  Pa t h w a y  t o  P r o m i s e 
partnership includes active 
participation from the UW Tacoma, 
the Bethel School District Board of 
Directors, school district leadership 
including high school and middle 
school  principals,  students, 
parents, and the community.

Through the  par tnership, 
students are expected to have 
a more seamless transition to a 

four-year university with the 
overall objective of increasing the 
number of high school graduates 
from Bethel School District who 
earn a college degree.

Other districts participating 
in Pathways to Promise include:  
Tacoma, Puyallup and Franklin 
Pierce.

Bethel offers students a Pathway to Promise
Important dates 
for UW Tacoma
Jan. 15:  Priority deadline for 
completed applications for 
autumn quarter.  Applications 
received after this deadline 
will be considered on a space-
available basis.  Applications 
must include all forms, essays 
and transcripts.
Feb. 28:  A Free Applica-
tion for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) must be submitted 
by this date for financial aid 
and scholarship consider-
ation.  More financial aid and 
scholarship info is available 
at www.tacoma.uw.edu/uwt/
admissions/financial-aid.
May 1:  Confirmation fees are 
due to secure enrollment at 
UW Tacoma.

Bethel SD Honored for Advanced Placement Testing Bethel’s FUTURESCHOOLS 
Tours return in 2015

Parents, staff and community 
members are invited to join 
Bethel’s  FUTURESCHOOLS 
Tours.  During these events, tour 
groups visit classrooms and talk 
with principals and students 
about the day-to-day work that 
happens in our schools.

“I was just impressed with the 
different teaching styles and how 
they were engaging the students,” 
said parent Heather LaRue who 
took the tour in October.

If you would like an up-close 
look at our teaching and learning 
expectations, FUTURESCHOOLS 
Tours are just for you!  Each 
tour includes a walk through of 
two to three schools, combined 
with time for observations and 
reflections.  Transportation and 
snacks are included.

To u r s  d e p a r t  f r o m  t h e 
Education Service Center on the 
following dates:

Jan 22:   Chal lenger  HS, 
Centennial ES, Camas Prairie ES

Feb. 25:  Spanaway ES, Naches 
Trail ES, Thompson ES

March 17:  Elk Plain SOC, Roy 
ES

For more details or to reserve 
your spot on the tour, contact the 
Office of Teaching and Learning 
at 253.683.6016.

Bethel teachers earn 
National Board Certification

Twelve Bethel area teachers 
have achieved what  many 
consider the ‘gold standard’ for 
teaching.  Dianna Alexander, 
GKHS; Charmee Beauclaire, SMS; 
Janet Caldwell, TE; Margaret 
Fossand, NE; Dannielle Hanson, 
CMMS; Isabelle Demman, TE; 
Allison Meeks, NSE; Angela 
Portmann, NE; Kelly Speir, 
FMS; Carrie Thornton, NE; 
Carrie Willenbring, BMS; and 
Laural Wolff, CMMS are the 
latest to receive National Board 
Certification.

Becoming a National Board 
Certified Teacher is a very difficult 
and time-intensive process.  
Teachers must meet rigorous 
standards through intensive 
study, expert evaluation, self-
assessment and peer review.

Washington has the fourth 
largest group of NBCTs in the 
nation, with about 6,000 teachers 
certified statewide.

Bethel is one of 14 school 
d i s t r i c t s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f 
Washington to make the College 
Board’s annual AP District 
Honor Roll list.  The award is 
issued to districts who increase 
access to AP course work while 
simultaneously maintaining or 
increasing the percentage of 
students earning scores of 3 or 
higher on AP exams.

Bethel School District  is 
committed to expanding the 
avai labi l i ty  of  AP courses 
among prepared and motivated 
students of all backgrounds.  
Helping more students learn at 
a higher level and earn higher 
AP scores is an objective of all 
members of the AP community, 
from AP teachers to district and 
school administrators to college 

professors.  
“The devoted teachers and 

administrators in this district 
are delivering an undeniable 
benef i t  to  their  s tudents :  
opportunity.  When coupled 
with a student’s hard work, such 
opportunities can have myriad 
outcomes, whether building 
confidence, learning to craft 
effective arguments, earning 
credit for college, or persisting to 
graduate from college on time,” 
said Trevor Packer, the College 
Board’s senior vice president of 
AP and Instruction.  “We applaud 
your conviction that a more 
diverse population of students 
is ready for the sort of rigor that 
will prepare them for success in 
college.”

In 2014, more than 3,800 

colleges and universities around 
the world received AP scores 
for college credit, advanced 
placement, and/or consideration 
in the admission process, with 
many colleges and universities 
in the United States offering 
credit in one or more subjects for 
qualifying AP scores.

Inclusion on the AP District 
Honor Roll is based on the 
examination of three years of AP 
data, from 2012 to 2014, looking 
across 34 AP exams, including 
world language and culture.  To 
be included districts must have: 

•	 Increased participation/
access to AP by at least 4 
percent in large districts, at 
least 6 percent in medium 
districts, and at least 11 
percent in small districts; 

•	 Increased or maintained 
the percentage of exams 
taken by African American, 
H i s p a n i c / L a t i n o,  a n d 
American Indian/Alaska 
Native students; and 

•	 Improved performance 
levels when comparing the 
percentage of students in 
2014 scoring a 3 or higher 
to those in 2012, unless the 
district has already attained 
a performance level at which 
more than 70 percent of its 
AP students are scoring a 3 
or higher.

A total of 547 school districts 
in the U.S. and Canada made 
this year’s AP District Honor Roll.

Board studies facilities and graduation

Jim Hansen, Director of Construction, was awarded the “Walk an Extra Mile 
for a student” award by Dr. Ann Varkados for his efforts in soliciting funds 
to provide 400 dinners to those in need in our community.

The Bethel School Board is 
dedicated to improving the 
quality of educational programs 
and services for students in our 
community. 
Growth & Facility Needs

In  re s p o n s e  t o  re c e n t l y 
c o n d u c t e d  c a p a c i t y  a n d 
demographic studies, the school 
board has been reviewing the 
district’s long-range facilities 
plan and the need for additional 
c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s 
districtwide. Bethel is currently 
the 12th fastest growing school 
district in Washington and studies 
indicate that 3,000 more students 
will enroll here over the next ten 
years. New state requirements 
for lower elementary class sizes 
and academic program needs 
are depleting available classroom 
space. In fact, next year, the 
district estimates an additional 
15 portable classrooms will be 
needed just to house students 
- and that is in addition to the 
portables that are already in 
place.    

So, to accommodate current 
and future growth and the need 
for more classrooms, the board 
of directors approved a list of 
items at their Dec. 9 meeting 
that could be targeted for a 
future bond initiative.  The list of 

items includes: a modernization 
and replacement of Bethel High 
School, a remodel of Cedarcrest 
Middle School, a new Challenger 
High School to be located at the 
old Spanaway Elementary site, an 
expansion of Graham-Kapowsin 
High School, a new elementary 
school, facelifts/upgrades for 
Evergreen and Naches Trail 
elementary schools, and a school-
community swimming pool.  
Other items being considered 
are more turfed fields to support 
community and district athletics 
programs. Plus, there is a need 
for electricity generators, HVAC, 
fire system, security camera, and 
hazard mitigation plan upgrades, 
t e c h n o l o g y  i n f ra s t r u c t u re 
and sidewalk improvements, 
energy efficiency and traffic 
safety projects, and kitchen 
modifications at a number of 
schools.  Altogether, the initial list 
would require about $230 million 
to complete.  A full copy of the 
proposed projects is available at 
http://www.boarddocs.com/wa/
bethel/Board.nsf/Public. 
Rising Academic Performance

In December,  the Board 
received an update on academic 
performance and graduation. 
Between 2011 and 2014, the 
district’s on-time graduation rate 

increased by 5.7% to 77.1%.  With 
fifth year students included, 
Challenger graduated 51.4% and 
all three other comprehensive 
high schools (Bethel, Spanaway 
Lake and Graham-Kapowsin) 
had success rates in the 80th 
percentile.

Administration credits several 
strategies for the improvements. 
These include watching for early 
warning indicators such as: 
absenteeism of more than 10%, 

suspensions and expulsions, and 
course failures at the middle and 
high school level. 

The Bethel School Board 
meets on most 2nd and 4th 
Tuesdays of the month. The 
public is welcome to attend. 
For a full calendar, visit http://
media.bethelsd.org/home/
s c h o o l _ b o a rd / d o c u m e n t s /
Board_Calendar_2014-15.pdf.
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G r a h a m - K a p ow s i n  H i g h 
School’s Army JROTC battalion 
brought 93 cadets to attend and 
march in Auburn’s Veterans Day 
parade.  This was the battalion’s 
7th annual Veterans Day Parade, 

and the armed and unarmed drill 
teams presented outstanding 
performances.  The cadets 
showed respect to America’s 
heroes and were proud to be 
representing themselves as the 

future of the United States.  
Auburn has hosted an annual 

Veterans Day parade since 1965.  
The purpose behind this parade 
is to display appreciation to those 
who have, and still are, serving in 

C O M I N G  S O O N :  
Dual Spanish Immersion

Did you know?  Starting in 
September 2015, Bethel School 
District will offer a Dual Spanish 
Immersion program at Chester H. 
Thompson Elementary.  It is open 
to kindergarten students, but 
there will be a special admissions 
system in place for enrollment. 
Dual Spanish Immersion is an 
academically challenging and 
enriching program that allows 
students to become bilingual 
and bi-literate.  Details about 
the program, the admissions 
process and important dates will 
be available in early 2015 in the 
Bethel Pride and on our district 
website.

Te a c h e r  o f  t h e  Ye a r 
Nominations

Do you know an educator that 
inspires learning in students of 
all backgrounds and abilities?  
Nominations will open soon for 
the district’s Teacher of the Year 
contest.  Nominees must:
•	 Be a full-time (1.0 FTE) 

c l a s s r o o m  t e a c h e r  o r 
specialist with a current 
certificate,

•	 h a v e  a t  l e a s t  5  y e a r s 
of  c lassroom teaching 
experience in the Bethel 
School District,

•	 be currently employed and 
planning to work for Bethel 
Schools during the 2015/16 
school year,

•	 be poised and articulate and 
willing to appear in public, 
and

•	 play an active and useful role 
in the community as well as 
in their school.

Nomination forms, deadlines, 
and more information about the 
process will be available on the 
district website, www.bethelsd.
org, in January.  

Veteran Service Office 
opens in Bethel

It is often said that, “No service 
member comes home from a 
conflict unwounded.”  For some  
the wounds are obvious, but for 
others the wounds are internal.  
Some may battle these problems 
for many years, and others for a 
lifetime.

The Holly P. Mills Veteran 
Service Office is a new place 
for local veterans to find help, 
regardless of what their problems 
may be.  Whether you need to file 
a VA claim, or are suffering from 
PTSD or other service-connected 
ailments, the compassionate 
staff of the Holly P. Mills Veteran 
Service Office is ready to help.

The Holly P. Mills Veteran 
Service Office is a partnership 
between the Bethel School 
District and Elk Plain Post 118 of 
the American Legion.  It is located 
in the Bethel Family Center, 
on the campus of  Challenger 
High School (18020 B Street 
East, Spanaway, WA  98387).  
The service office is open from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. each Thursday.  
No appointment is necessary.  
For more information please 
contact the service officer at 
253.303.2980.

Thank you for supporting 
our ‘Big Dream’

The Rocky Ridge Elementary 
students and staff would like 
to thank everyone who voted 
for Elissa Dornan’s digital 
learning proposal in the Farmers 
Insurance Dream Big Challenge.  
Though the school did not win 
the $100,000 prize, the school 
has appreciated all of the support 
and well wishes it received from 
the Bethel community.

For 16 years the Vivace! Choral 
Program has collected new 
shoes for kids in need during 
the holidays.  Before they’re 
delivered, the new shoes and 
their shoeboxes are stuffed with 
toys and toiletries, and then gift-
wrapped to ensure a smile during 
the holiday season.

“We put out the call for just 
about everything,” said Vivace! 
artistic director Andrea Klouse. 
“Mittens, scarfs and toiletries, 
and there are various small 
things people bring in for kids, 
something that they might get to 
play with on Christmas.  And in 

some cases, the only thing they 
might get to play with Christmas 
morning.”

Klouse said the annual shoe 
drive began with the desire to 
spread happiness during the 
holidays, “Bethel’s been very kind 
to us and we wanted to have a 
way where we could give back.  
So the first year we just said let’s 
gather some shoes and we’ll stuff 
them and get them out to some 
families.  And then we started 
getting people saying, ‘We know 
of a family that needs,’ or, ‘We 
know of an area that needs,’ and 
so it became an event.”

H o l i d a y  S h o e  S t u f f i n ’ w i t h  V i v a c e !

Around the district several 
schools held food drives to help 
those in need in our community.

Spanaway Middle School 
students and staff collected over 
2,500 food items for the local 
food bank.  Additionally, they put 
together 19 Thanksgiving baskets 
for SMS families; complete with 
pies and turkeys.

Students at Frederickson 
Elementary filled over three 
trucks with food donations for 
local families this holiday season!  
Over 4,000 items were donated 
by Frederickson families.  School 
counselor Amy McKee said the 
firefighters who picked up the 
donations said it was the most 
they’ve every picked up from a 
school!  Way to go, Flyers!

Students and staff at Evergreen 
Elementary brought in 1,251 
items for their food drive this 
year!  The two-week drive brought 
in food, toiletries and many other 
things to help local families in our 
area.  All donations were given to 
the Spanaway Elementary Food 
Bank.

Ev e r g re e n’s  Fo o d  D r i v e 
Progress Wall was updated 
throughout the competition 
to keep track of which grade 
brought in the most.  This year’s 
winner was the second grade 
class who brought in 400 items!

Students in Suzanne Doyle’s 

6th period psychology class won 
the Bethel High School canned 
food drive.  The prize was a pizza 
party for the class, however, Mrs. 
Doyle’s students voted to instead 
donate the money to the Jordan 
Binion Project.

The Jordan Binion Project 
works to open up a dialog about 
mental illness in our communities 
and most importantly in our 
schools.  It is the hope that this 
program can save lives through 
mental health education and 
instill hope for a positive future 
for those individuals impacted 
by mental illness.  For more 
information about the Jordan 
Binion Project you can go to 
www.jordanbionionproject.org.

Also at BHS, Mrs. Caramandi’s 
child development classes held 
a campaign for St. Francis House 
in which they collected socks 
and underwear for children.  The 
students collected 737 pairs of 
socks and/or underwear.  This 
donation will have a huge impact 
on St. Francis House, as the 
homeless do their shopping for 
necessary supplies there.

It’s the season of giving and 
these students all really gave from 
their hearts.  Way to represent 
Bethel High School so well!

Thanks to all those who helped 
make the holidays a little brighter  
for someone else!

Once wrapped, the shoeboxes 
are delivered throughout the 
Bethel community, “It isn’t hard 
to find places for them to go,” 
said Klouse.

“All the kids get involved,” said 
Vivace! president Bill Klouse.  
“All the families come in and it’s 
all hands on.  They’re doing for 
other people, that’s the cool part 
about it.”

B e t h e l  s t u d e n t s  h i t  a l l  t h e  r i g h t  n o t e s  a t  W I B C
The 36th annual Western 

International Band Clinic was 
held in November.  High school 
s tudents  f rom Bethel  and 
Graham-Kapowsin high schools 
spent a weekend in rehearsal 
that led up to performing in a 
concert with one of the WIBC 
Honor Bands.

The weekend also included 
sessions for directors to read 
top new band works; clinics 
covering instrument techniques, 
rehearsal techniques and jazz 
band techniques.

Congratulations to directors 
Paul Bain and John Wetherington, 

as well as the following students:
Firebird Honor Band
Alex Epperson - Trumpet, Jason 
Gentry - Trombone, BHS; Mao 
Oizumi  - Flute, Jordan Braedt 
- Clarinet, Bobbi Ford - Clarinet
Jered Tout - Tenor Sax, Nathan 
Anderson - Trumpet and Samuel 
Shuman - Horn, GKHS
Phoenix Honor Band
Charity Akhidenor - Flute and
Avery Floyd - Bassoon, BHS; 
Samantha Anderson - Clarinet, 
Alexis Chouinard - Clarinet, Axel 
McCrumb - Alto Sax and Emily 
Powell - Horn, GKHS

Thunderbird Honor Band
Austin Marron - Bass Clarinet, 
BHS; Shannon Boyd - Flute, 
Frank Saxton - Alto Sax, John 
Joy - Horn and Chaiya Odle - 
Percussion, GKHS
Sunbird Honor Band
Susie Noble - Flute and Annika 
Brinkley - Clarinet, BHS; Ashley 
Steff - Flute, Briana Gordon - 
Clarinet and Courtney James 
- Percussion, GKHS
Alternate:
Chris Earles - Trumpet, BHS

The Western International 
Band Clinic also awarded an 

District food drives support 
c o m m u n i t y  n e e d s

the United States Armed Forces.  
This 49th annual parade had over 
5,500 participants including the 
Graham-Kapowsin High School 
Army JROTC.  

opportunity  for  American 
students to join Australian 
students “down under” to 
rehearse and perform at the 
Griffith University in Brisbane, 
Australia, in October of 2015.  
Congratulations to Bethel High 
School bass clarinet player, 
Austin Marron, and Graham-
Kapowsin horn player, John Joy,  
who were offered the opportunity 
to travel to Australia next fall to 
participate in the Pacific Honours 
Ensemble Program!  Learn more 
at www.bandworld.org.

Article written by:  S5 Public Affairs Officer First Lieutenant Chenoa White

March Madness comes 
e a r l y  t o  T h o m p s o n

S t u d e n t s  a t  T h o m p s o n 
Elementary took home more than 
their homework this December.  
School social worker Chelsea 
Rambo said a donation of 536 
basketballs from Crime Stoppers 
and DSHS made the holidays 
happier for every student at the 
school.  “Many of the students in 
our school are in need and need 
help at the holiday times so this 
was a great opportunity and very 
timely for those kids.”

R a m b o  a n d  o t h e r  s t a f f 
members greeted classes as 
they came down to receive their 
basketballs before the end of 

the school day.  “It’s been a great 
experience for our students!  It’s 
been wonderful to see the smiles 
on their faces as they get this gift.”

Assistant principal Heather 
Dyson was another one of the 
staff members with basketballs in 
hand.  “This is my first experience 
giving out something on such a 
large scale.  It has been a truly 
memorable experience and it’s 
wonderful to see the light in 
the kids’ eyes and the joy on 
their faces as they receive the 
basketballs.  They are going home 
happy today!”

Allison Hight and Trinity Kearns are two of the 536 students at Thompson 
Elementary who received a free basketball courtesy of Crime Stoppers 
and DSHS.

George Carter, a Liberty Middle 
School 8th grader, is one of the 
many students who helped wrap up 
donated shoes for families in need.
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Bethel implements new curriculum
When it comes to making the grade, students need to be prepared. So, this year, all students in Bethel Schools are using new curricula. Elementary schools are learning math with an online 
program called EngageNY. At the middle and high school levels, schools have switched to Springboard for English language arts. And college bound students are using new texts in their 
Advanced Placement classes.

What is it? An online curriculum that aligns to Common Core State Standards for Elementary 
Math
Classes receiving materials: Grades K-5

What is it? Various textbooks and supplemental curriculum that prepares students for passing the College Board’s AP tests
Classes receiving materials: AP Psychology, AP Statistics, AP World History, AP United States History, AP Government

EngageNY

Advanced Placement Adoptions
High school students, whether they are 

prepping for college or just want to challenge 
themselves, enroll in Advanced Placement 
coursework. Across the district it is a growing 
program. Each year, performance on these 
rigorous tests has improved and, as a result, 
this year the College Board that oversees the 
exams, named Bethel School District to their 
Honor Roll - an award that only 547 districts 
across the United States and Canada received.   

Across all 17 elementary schools, the district 
is in the process of selecting a long-term 
solution for math. Though administration is 
still another year or two away from formally 
adopting a curriculum, a change was made 
this year to pilot Engage NY – a curriculum 
that more closely aligns with the new 
Common Core State Standards. 

Engage NY is a comprehensive math 
curriculum that was developed with the 
support of the New York State Education 
Department. Lessons allow for teacher 

flexibility so that what is happening in the 
classroom can meet both the standards and 
the students’ needs. Math modules, or lessons, 
include a significant number of problems, 
which gives students lots of opportunities to 
practice and apply their knowledge. Rubrics 
allow teachers to evaluate the quality, rigor, 
and alignment of their lessons. 

Principal on Special Assignment Mary 
Sewright says elementary teachers are 
working very, very hard to implement the 
program. “It calls for really good instruction 
and we have had some good professional 

But getting prepared for advanced 
placement tests can be a challenge for 
students and teachers alike. It has been 
several years since the district last adopted 
materials.  Over time, the tests have changed 
and student textbooks have become outdated 
and fallen into disrepair. Many instructors 
and students have sought out supplemental 
materials to help kids get passing scores.

So, recently, advanced placement teachers 

development with it. We are bringing in more 
resources for teachers because [Engage NY] 
is much different than what our teachers are 
used to,” Sewright said. 

The program is new at most schools and 
there is a clear benefit. By better aligning 
to the new standards, teachers can tailor 
their instruction to meet the needs of their 
students and improve their understanding 
of the material.   

“We are preparing our students to meet 
more rigorous standards and that is good for 
our students. We used to have math standards 
that covered more math at each grade level, 
but we didn’t get as deep as we should have,” 
said teacher on special assignment Katherine 
Hansen. 

Now that teachers don’t have to introduce 
as many concepts, they are able to be more 
focused with their instruction and cover the 
material in greater depth. “Common Core truly 
did narrow what we teach at each grade level,” 
said Hansen. “We are seeing new models for 
doing things. The models are good and they 
are helping kids understand math in different 
ways, but [these models] are unfamiliar to 
us as adults and that includes the teachers. 
So, students, parents and teachers are now 
experiencing math in ways we haven’t before 
- and that’s what makes it hard.” said Hansen. 

 Students and parents will see some similar 
concepts between Everyday Math and Engage 
NY, such as partial products, partial sums and 
partial quotients that support algorithms and 
concepts like place value. At primary grades 
one area that has been tricky is the number 
bond, which is similar to factoring in algebra. 
A number bond identifies the ‘factors’ that 

when added or subtracted, results in a number. 
Using a number bond strategy can simplify a 
math problem. “So, you might take the number 
5 and break it into two parts a 2 and a 3,” said 
Hansen. “It is a written way to show what a lot 
of us do as adults… it is explicitly teaching a 
mental strategy.”

 The move to new standards can initially 
be rough because students have not had the 
same standards since kindergarten. “All this 
work in grades K-2 is laying the groundwork 
for algorithms later on. It is not about just 
memorizing facts, but it is about really being 
able to manipulate numbers in a variety of 
different ways so that students are prepared 
for more complex thinking with numbers,” 
said Hansen.

 Already, a few disconnects have surfaced 
between what is being taught and what is 
expected on the end of unit assessments.  So, 
teachers, leadership teams and principals have 
worked collaboratively to identify gaps and 
make sure that lessons reflect what students 
need to know to be successful. 

 Sewright says the district will review data 
and other materials before adopting a long-
term solution for elementary math.

Advanced Placement Book List
The Practice of Statistics
Ways of the World
Worlds of History
By the People

Resources for Parents
w w w. e n g a g e n y. o r g / c o m m o n - c o r e -
curriculum
www.oakdale.k12.ca.us/ENY_Hmwk_Intro_
Math
www.engageny.org/video-library
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Bethel implements new curriculum
When it comes to making the grade, students need to be prepared. So, this year, all students in Bethel Schools are using new curricula. Elementary schools are learning math with an online 
program called EngageNY. At the middle and high school levels, schools have switched to Springboard for English language arts. And college bound students are using new texts in their 
Advanced Placement classes.

What is it? A workbook and digital curriculum that aligns to Common Core State Standards 
for Middle & High School English Language Arts
Classes receiving materials: English Language Arts, grades 6-12

What is it? Various textbooks and supplemental curriculum that prepares students for passing the College Board’s AP tests
Classes receiving materials: AP Psychology, AP Statistics, AP World History, AP United States History, AP Government

Advanced Placement Adoptions

SpringBoard

Bethel’s latest English Language Arts adop-
tion is aimed at helping kids think critically. 
SpringBoard is a curriculum designed by the 
College Board – the same organization that 
administers Advanced Placement testing and 
other college preparatory programs. 

Principal on Special Assignment Mary 
Sewright says the move to SpringBoard has 
been a big change for staff and students alike.  
“The program is heavily focused on writing 
and that’s important for engaging students 
and developing their skills.”  

So far, the switch has been positive and em-
braced by teachers. Each unit has an embed-
ded assessment with steps so students know 
exactly what the test expectations are ahead 
of time. That way, there are no surprises. 

“It is getting kids to see things through dif-
ferent eyes and different perceptions,” said 
Sewright. “The kids I have talked to like it 
because they know exactly what that assess-

ment is going to be because they are building 
towards it all the time.” 

Recently, administrators and teachers 
conducted a series of learning walks at the 
middle and high schools to see first hand how 
the new curriculum was doing. A facilitator 
from Springboard was there to help guide 
the discussion.

“We went in and collected data about the 
implementation and what is going on in the 
classrooms so that we could know where 
do we go from here and what can we do to 
strengthen it,” said Sewright. “Everybody had 
it going on. It was really great.”  

Sewright says the district is offering a lot 
of ongoing professional development and a 
team of ELA teacher-leaders meet monthly 
to track the adoption.

 “It is really good material,” said Sewright. 
“It is much more rigorous than anything that 
we have had.”

got together to identify new curriculum to 
help increase success rates. The result was a 
series of updated materials, including: By the 
People and Ways of the World for AP United 
States and AP World History, Government 
in America for AP Government classes, the 
Practice of Statistics for AP Statistics, and AP 
Psychology: 5 Steps to a 5 for Psychology – a 
test prep booklet for AP Psychology.

It was a small adoption, but one that will 

be making a big difference for students. 
Especially, those who are college bound – 
where one point on an AP test can mean the 
difference between taking a course in college 
or having it waived for credit.

“Teachers picked them and they seem 
happy with them,” said POSA Mary Sewright.

Advanced Placement Book List
Voices of Freedom, Volume 1 & 2
Government in America
In the American Polity
AP Psychology:  5 Steps to a 5



Becky Love is the 
special education 
teacher at Pioneer 
Valley where she’s 
been teaching for 21 
years.

W h a t  d r e w  y o u 
t o  t e a c h  s p e c i a l 
education?

“When I first started 
teaching I wanted 
to work with the 
deaf and the hard of 
hearing.”

Why so?

“When I went to San 
Jose City College 
as an 18 year old I 

started taking sign language classes because I was drawn to 
it through the community and my work.  When I did my B.A. 
I had a good friend who was hearing impaired and I used 
to interpret for her and so I just really love working with the 
deaf community and the students but I didn’t limit myself.  
So then once I fell into this kind of position I really loved it.  
I had taught for seven years with regular ed kids, but I really 
like working in the resource room and being able to help kids 
make that connection where they couldn’t.”

What do you look forward to when you come to work?

“My favorite part is interacting with the kids and getting to 
work with them.  Just seeing the growth that they achieve 
from September to June, that’s the excitement of my job.”

It snowed this past weekend.  What do you do when it gets 
cold outside?

“If I could’ve, I would’ve gone to Ocean Shores and taken 
pictures of the sunset.  Whether it’s snowing or not, that’s 
what I like doing, photography.”

What do you do with your photos after you take them?  Do 
you print them?  Put them online?

“A lot of my pictures that I really like I have them put on 
a canvas and put up at our place. Right now my theme is 
silhouettes of family with nature behind them.”

Ma t t  P i p e r  i s 
t h e  a s s o c i a t e 
administrator at 
Camas Prair ie 
E lementar y,  a 
job he started in 
September.

So this is your 
first year in the 
district?

“Well, not really, 
because I ’m a 
Bethel graduate.  
I  graduated in 
1980 from Bethel 
High School – way 
back when.  My 
father was also on 
the school board 

and board president for a time.  As a matter of fact, his 
name is on the plaque out in the hall as one of the board 
members at the time Camas Prairie was refurbished.”

Is this like a homecoming for you?

“It’s so much different from when I was here.  Education 
is such a noble profession and in Bethel we work so hard 
together to make sure all students are achieving.  I enjoy 
being able to give back to the district I graduated from.”

Are you cooking Thanksgiving dinner at your house?

“No, we’ll spend it with our children over in Yakima.  It’s 
also my birthday on Thanksgiving this year!”

Happy birthday!

“I have to say it’s our principal’s birthday too, so the 
principal and the associate administrator in the same 
building have their birthdays on the same date.”

What’s on your TV on Thanksgiving Day, football or the 
parade?

“We’re definitely a football family.  We’ve got our 12th Man 
flying; we’re Seahawks fans and love college football too, 
so Saturdays and Sundays are a fantastic time for us at 
our house.”

I s a b e l l e 
Kemman has 
been teaching 
for 26 years 
at Thompson 
Elementar y.  
This has been 
a n  e xc i t i n g 
week for her as 
she just found 
out  she got 
her National 
B o a r d 
Certification.

“I  sure did!  I 
just found out 
on Saturday.  I 
was running 
a r o u n d 
s c r e a m i n g 

and yelling and crying.  That process was the most 
challenging thing I have ever taken on professionally.  
The level of depth you have to go into for National 
Boards is unbelievable.”

Congratulations!  That’s really something to be proud 
of and thankful for!  Speaking of which, Thanksgiving 
is next week!  What’s your favorite Thanksgiving dish?

“A dish that I learned when I got married to my 
husband Randy, whom I’ve been married to for 26 
years!  It is called oyster dressing and it’s something 
from the Ozarks.  It’s an old, old family recipe, made 
with saltine crackers, oysters, milk and butter ... and 
that’s it!  It’s quite an interesting dish, but I love it!”

Do you watch the parade or football on Thanksgiving?

“I am parade all the way!  I read a great book to my 
students, “I Know an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Pie.”  
It’s all about her swallowing all these Thanksgiving 
things and they tie ropes to her legs and when you open 
the last page she’s one of the giant floats in the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade!  It’s really a good story and 
the kids just love it.”
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Bethel schools  and community members are getting 
recognized. Here’s a look at what they’ve been up to. 

Staff Spot light

In the
Spot light

Isabelle K
emman

M
att Piper

Master-at-Arms Second Class Thomas Rudd of the 
United States Navy just returned home from the Middle 
East.  He and his wife Kylene surprised both of their kids at 
school with his homecoming.  First he went to Spanaway 
Middle School where he surprised his son William.  Then it 
was off to Thompson Elementary to surprise his daughter 
Samantha on her 10th birthday.  Congratulations to the 
family, and to Thomas Rudd who was promoted after his 
reunion to Master-at-Arms First Class!  You can watch 
a video of the surprise reunions at www. youtube.com/
bethelschools.

Stuff the Bus helps the community

Each quarter, Bethel High School chooses its Students 
of the Quarter.  The following students were selected 
by their departments this quarter for their academics, 
character, and outstanding citizenship.

Nick Guzman - Career & Technical Education
Alexander Epperson - World Languages
Darryin Cunningham - Fine Arts
Patricia Blanco-Zacarias - Communication Arts
Katrina Higley - Social Studies
Robert Johnson - Main Office
Marcus Vick - Physical Education
Ransom Satterlee - Science

B H S  a n n o u n c e s  i t s
Students of the Quarter

Becky Love

The holidays have 
been a little brighter 
this season thanks 
to the goodness of 
o u r  c o m m u n i t y.  
Transportation staff 
s a y  t h e i r  a n n u a l 
‘Holiday Stuff the Bus’ 
campaign turned out 
‘way better than last 
year!’  Our bus drivers, 
dispatchers and other 
office staff received 
a record number of 
items, including tons 
of food, toys, clothes, 
bikes and more than 
$500 in cash and 
gift cards.  Proceeds 
f r o m  t h i s  e v e n t 
were distributed to 
local charities like 
the Mom and Pop 
Shop and to families 
in need across the 
Bethel community.

Staff Spotlight is an online weekly feature.   You can read about a new 
Bethel employee every Thursday on our website, www.bethelsd.org.



M a t u r a t i o n  a n d  H I V 
p r e v i e w s  i n  J a n u a r y
HIV/Aids Parent Preview 

Parents of 5th graders are 
welcome to attend the HIV/
AIDS Parent Preview Night on 
Jan. 26, 2015, from 7- 8 p.m. at 
the Educational Service Center 
(516 176th St. E., Spanaway, WA 
98387).  Staff will be on hand 
to answer questions and share 
up-to-date information.  This 
preview is required before student 
exclusions from instruction may 
occur.  Please be aware this is for 
adults only and no childcare is 
provided.

Maturation Parent Preview
The parent preview for the 5th 

grade maturation curriculum 
will be held on Jan. 21, 2015, 
at 7 p.m. at the Educational 
Service Center (516 176th St. 
E., Spanaway, WA 98387).  Staff 
will  be on hand to answer 
questions and share up-to-date 
information.  This curriculum 
preview, unlike the HIV/AIDS 
curriculum preview, does not 
require your attendance.  If you 
are unable to attend this preview, 
you may review the materials at 
www.pgschoolprograms.com/
parents/php.  We use the 5th 
grade program, separate the 
boys from girls, and show the co-
ed version of the video to both 
groups.  Please be aware this is 
for adults only and no childcare 
is provided.

Congratulations!
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  o u r 

Bethel AFJROTC cadets.  The 
students did extremely well 
in the Northwest Drill & Rifle 
Conference at Washington High 
School in December.  Here are 
their results:  Color Guard Team 1 
- 6th place; Color Guard Team 2 - 
8th place; Physical Strength Team 
- 10th place; Unarmed Drill - 6th 
place; Armed Drill - 6th place; 
Marksman Team 2 - 5th place; 
and Marksman Team 1 - 1st place.

A l s o  w i n n i n g  i n d i v i d u a l 
honors were Jaremi Koivu who 
took 3rd place in the Unarmed 
Commander Competition and 
John Prado who placed 2nd in 
Marksmanship.

Bethel Rec holds soccer 
registration

Bethel Recreation’s soccer 
registration will be open from 
Jan. 5 - 31, 2015.  Programs 
are available for all students 
in kindergarten to sixth grade.  
Practices are expected to start 
the week of Feb. 23.  Actual games 
will be played from March 14 to 
April 11.  Please keep in mind 
that all games will be played, as 
scheduled – rain or shine.  Cost 
is $45 per student. To sign up or 
for more information, visit www.
bethelrec.org.

#BethelSDSports
This tiny football player was in 

a photo tagged #bethelsdsports.  
If you want to see your favorite 
sports hero, big or small, be sure 
to tag them #bethelsdsports.
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Bethel schools are shifting away 
from the traditional Special Olympics 
model, in favor of a new one that 
is more inclusive. Unified Sports 
promotes social inclusion through 
shared sports training and competitive 
experiences for students with and 
without disabilities. It is a move being 
made in districts across the region.

 The new program fosters respect 
and dignity for special needs children, 
while pairing them with a new level of 
advocates – their peers. The current 
focus is create clubs at high schools, 
but there are plans to expand to 
middle and elementary schools in 
the future

 Unify One is one such club being 
developed at Graham-Kapowsin High 
School. The focus is to create activities 
where students with and without 
disabilities can come together for fun. 
The events center on two areas: Unified 
Sports and accessing the community. 
Ultimately, the program hopes to be 
a source of respect, inclusion, and 
acceptance of all people, regardless 
of abilities.

At Bethel High, Project Unify Bethel 
has also been well received.  There, 
ILC teacher Julie Wood foresees her 

B i g  c h a n g e s  fo r  S p e c i a l  O l y m p i c s

I N  B R I E F

biggest challenge will be having too 
many students involved. It is a good 
problem to have.

 “This is the wave of the future 
for Special Olympics. Until now, 
only Special Olympics athletes were 
involved,” said Wood.

Wood says after her club was 
mentioned at an ASB meeting she had 
several general education students 
approach her, wanting to be part of 
the team. Now, she along with others 
across the district are hoping to field 
soccer teams in time for the spring 
sports season.

 Though parents and coaches 
are seeing a program they love go 
away, Steinbeck says what they are 
getting in return may be worth so 
much more. “There is a lot to be 
gained by everybody who participates. 
Friendships and relationships will be 
formed that will be meaningful to the 
students and the parents.”

And, he says there will also be 
more options for getting involved. 
“It’s always difficult to make change 
especially if your current situation is 
a successful one,” said Steinbeck. “The 
kids who are currently participating 
will still have the opportunity to 

BHS cross-country team wows community

participate and maybe even a 
broader spectrum of activities to 
participate in.”
Unified Sports in Action

Both high school clubs are 
hosting a “Pack the Gym” night. On 
Jan. 7, at 6 p.m. teams from both 
Bethel and Graham-Kapowsin 
will play in a rousing game of 
Unified Basketball in the GKHS 
gym. Admission to the event is 
free. Donations collected will be 
split between both high school 
programs. GK & BHS students that 
attend will receive a ticket for a 
special treat the next day.
For Younger Athletes

To accommodate students with 
and without disabilities between 
the ages of 3 and 7, Bethel offers 
a Young Athletes program. Young 
Athletes is an early introduction to 
the new inclusive model for Special 
Olympics. It includes games and 
activities that develop hand-eye 
coordination and motor skills, while 
promoting mental and physical 
growth.  The district offered a Young 
Athletes event over the summer and 
hopes to have in early 2015.
 Get Involved!

Bethel ‘s striving for a full adoption 
of the Unified Sports model during 
the 2015/16 school year. In the 
meantime, the district is hoping to 
gather enough interest to develop 
soccer teams this spring. Other 
program activities may include 
bowling, basketball, track and flag 
football. Students  who are interested 
in Unified Sports or community 
members who may be interested in 
coaching or donating should contact 
Erika Kurle at GK, emkurle@bethelsd.
org or Julie Wood at BHS, jwood@
bethelsd.org.  

“It  was so meaningful  and 
gratifying to us that [our son] had 
a friend outside the four walls of his 
classroom and that only happened 
because general education kids were 
put in a position to get to know Chris 
and the others as kids with likes and 
dislikes and personalities, other than 
the kids in the Special Ed room at the 
end of the hall, said Steinbeck. “If 
were are talking about the impact of 
friendship - the impact of empathy, 
understanding and compassion, 
these kids are going to be the greatest 
teachers of that.”

B e t h e l  H i g h  S c h o o l ’s 
cross-country team recently 
volunteered to assist Metro Parks 
Tacoma in their Black Cat Run.  
Metro Parks recreation manager 
Jose Gorospe recently wrote 
a thank you letter expressing 
how impressed he was with the 
volunteers’ “Wonderful attitude, 
great energy, and how hard they 
worked.”

Mr. Gorospe went on to say 
that coaches Lonnie and Kim 
McCann are doing things right, 
“Those kids understand the value 

of community and were great 
representatives of Bethel and 
the coaches are instilling in the 
kids an understanding of making 
a difference in the community.”

Senior Britt McCracken, a BHS 
Cross Country team captain, was 
responsible for organizing the 
volunteer crew, which included 
Gino Bruce, Rianna Comery, 
Spencer Dean, Anneliese Diehl, 
Autum Franklin, Sarah Henry, 
Carly Johnson, Sam Lopez, 
Peyton Michel, and Keerah 
Wilber.  Great job, Braves!

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  t h e 
following high school student 
athletes who have received SPSL 
All –League selections for the fall 
season: 
Football

1st Team: Ezra Cleveland, Eli 
Teuteu and Matthew Booth, 
B H S ; Tre v o r  A s b j o r n s e n , 
Shannon Edwards, Austin 
Ewell, Donald Walkinshaw, 
Foster Sarell, Elija Lugo, Danny 
Lorenz, Aaron Wright, Kevin 
Dudley and Austin Dowell, 
GKHS; Lakiem Williams, Scott 
Ake, Ramon Gutierrez and 
Tomas Maia, SLHS
2nd Team: Jamon Jones, Colin 
White, Donny Fejerang and 
Lane Brown, BHS; Danny 
Lorenz, Tyler Morris, Jeremy 
Thesenvitz, Trae Hawthorne, 
Austin Dowell, Austin Ewell 
and Noah Harden, GKHS; Kyle 
Mason, Micah Brown, Nathan 
Scanlan, Scott Ake, Lakiem 
Williams and Caleb Wellons, 

SLHS
Honorable Mention:  Max 
Marion, Dakaline White, 
Jared Siegel, Seth Smith, Ian 
Davidson and Zach Neigel, 
BHS; Malik Asagai, Deandre 
Houston and Nate Affonson, 
G K H S ;  L e p a p a m a t i e t i e 
Hunkin, Kevin Utley Dominick 
Klockeman, Lovell Goodrum, 
Leroy Lawrence, Evin Corioso 
and Reggie Bell, SLHS
Running Back of the Year: 
Shannon Edwards, GKHS
Offensive Lineman of the Year: 
Foster Sarell, GKHS
Linebacker of the Year: Danny 
Lorenz, GKHS
Defensive Back of the Year:  
Aaron Wright, GKHS

Girls Soccer
1st Team: Savannah Camacho 
and Annalisa Klein, BHS; Emily 
LaRue, Jordan Narramore and 
Makayla Blackburn, GKHS; 
Jordin Franklin, SLHS
2nd Team: Shea McKnight 

and McKenzie Rivera, GKHS;  
Kathryn Best, SLHS
Honorable Mention: Miya 
Thomas, BHS; Kylee Sarchett, 
GKHS; Raquel Gray, SLHS

Volleyball
1st Team: Kyla Morgan, BHS; 
Alex Tuilaepa, GKHS
2nd Team: Katielynn Pyles, 
BHS;  Ayla Carpenter and 
Kayla Langu, GKHS
Honorable Mention: Paige 
Davidson, Tanna Crozier 
and Keila Ham, BHS; Emily 
Ford, Jordyn Bruglee and 
Elise Scacciotti, GKHS; Molly 
Markward, SLHS

Cross Country - Girls
1st Team:  Alicia Hansen, BHS
2nd Team:  Britt McCracken, 
Autum Franklin and Rianna 
Comery, BHS; Brooke Graham, 
GKHS
Team Sportsmanship:  SLHS

Cross Country - Boys
1st Team:  Peyton Graham, 
GKHS

2nd Team:  Porter Kreier and 
Jesse Kass, GKHS
Team Sportsmanship:  SLHS

Boys Tennis
Player of the Year :  Niko 
Convento, GKHS
1st Team:  Miacheal Hagerty, 
GKHS
Honorable Mention:  Colton 
Schnable, BHS

Boys Golf
1st Team:  Ryan Lapping, GKHS
2nd Team:  Gabe deWilde and 
Will Klockenbrink, GKHS
Honorable Mention:  Mason 
Scheid, GKHS

Girls Golf
1st Team:  Jordan McAllister, 
GKHS
2nd Team:  Mackenzie Shedd, 
GKHS
Honorable Mention:  Courtney 
James, Dayna Riecke, Kaitlyn 
Garinger and Megan Hagerty, 
GKHS

SPSL Honors announced

Photo courtesy of LouAnn CrookThe Graham-Kapowsin HIgh School football team made history by wrapping up their best season ever.  The Eagles took third in the WIAA playoffs 
after suffering a 28-12 loss to defending state champion Chiawana during a seimfinal game in Pasco in November.  GK ended their season with an 
11-12 record.  It was the school’s first trip to the semifinal game.  Photo courtesy of LouAnn Crook.



D I S T R I C T  C A L E N D A R

JANUARY
Jan. 1-2:   Winter Break (No 
School)

Jan. 7:  Late Arrival

Jan. 13: School Board Meeting, 
ESC, 7 p.m.

Jan. 19: Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day (No School)

Jan. 27: School Board Meeting, 
CPE, 7 p.m.

Jan. 27:  HS End of 2nd 
Quarter/Report Card Prep, Early 
Dismissal

FEBRUARY
Feb. 4:  Late Arrival

Feb. 10: School Board Meeting, 
ESC, 7 p.m.

Feb. 13: Snow Make-up or 
Winter Break (No School)

Feb. 16:  President’s Day (No 
School)

Feb. 17:  Waiver Day #2 (No 
School for Students)

Feb. 25: School Board Meeting, 
SE, 7 p.m.

MARCH
Mar. 4  Late Arrival

Mar. 10:  School Board Meeting, 
ESC, 7 p.m.

Mar. 13:  MS/Elementary End of 
Trimester, Early Dismissal

Mar. 14:  HS/MS Vocal Solo & 
Ensemble Contest

Mar. 17:  MS Battle of the Books, 
FMS, 7 p.m.

Mar. 19:  Transition Fair, PCSC, 
6 - 8 p.m.

Mar. 21:   Frontier Jazz Festival 
Concert, FMS, 7 p.m.

Mar. 24:  School Board Meeting, 
ESC, 7 p.m.

Mar. 25:  District Choir Festival 
#1, PLU, 6:30 p.m.

Mar. 26:  District Choir Festival 
#2, PLU, 6:30 p.m.

Mar. 30-31:  Spring Break (No 
School)

APRIL
Apr. 1-3:  Spring Break (No 
School)

Apr. 10:  HS End of 3rd Quarter/
Report Card Prep, Early 
Dismissal

Apr. 11:  Daffodil Parade, 
Tacoma, 10:15 a.m.

Apr. 14:  School Board Meeting, 
ESC, 7 p.m.

Apr. 14:  District Orchestra 
Festival, SLHS, 7 p.m.

Apr. 28:  School Board Meeting, 
TE, 7 p.m.
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Fundraising gets a little sticky at EPSOC
Students at Elk Plain School 

of Choice beat their fundraising 
goal this year, and teacher Chris 
Clark said it was by no small 
margin, “$10,000 over their goal 
of $23,000!”

That amount of money earned 
students  the chance to duct 
tape three staff members to the 
wall.  Clark was one, principal 
Chad Honig was the second 
and teacher Jessie Jones was the 
third.  “The kids raised a ton of 
money,” said Jones.  “We really, 
really appreciate their effort!”  
Jones said getting to duct tape 
your teacher to the wall is, “every 
kid’s dream.”

The event took place on Elk 
Plain’s duct tape spirit day, 
so students were decorated 
with duct tape clothing and 
accessories, including bows, 
bracelets,  skirts and vests.  
Students were encouraged to 
bring a roll of their favorite duct 
tape from home, but duct tape 
was on hand for those that forgot.  

To see a video of the festivities, 
v i s i t  w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m /
bethelschools.

Elk Plain principal Chad Honig was one of three staff members duct taped to the wall in celebration of the 
students fundraising success this fall.

Frederickson artists are screaming with talent!

Frederickson Elementary recently let out their inner scream in art class!  Putting their own spin on the famous painting, “The Scream” by Edvard 
Munch, students first colored their own version of the painting and then were photographed and put right into the art!

“It’s a privilege to be able to do this!”

Students at Pioneer Valley Elementary brought in 4,645 items during their 
annual food drive.  The school has been doing this for more than 20 years.

D u r i n g  t h e  m o n t h s  o f 
November and December, 
students across the Bethel School 
District have been learning it’s 
better to give than to receive.  
Food drives, clothing drives and 
volunteer opportunities have 
given everyone a chance to feel 
some of that “Bethel Pride.”

Gre g g  Ma rq u a r t ,  a  f i f t h 
grade teacher at Pioneer Valley 
Elementary, said their school 
has been hosting a food drive 
for over 20 years.  “What I like 
best is that we’re helping people 
that don’t necessarily ask for 
help.  A lot of times when you do 
a fundraiser or something like 
that, the students themselves 
don’t quite understand where 
it’s going.  If you asked any one 
of the students in our school why 
are we doing a food drive, they 
would tell you.”

“We’re helping other people 
that don’t have food” said fifth 
grader Chayse Facinelli.   They 
need help, they can’t afford any 
food to feed themselves, their 
children, or anything.  That’s why 
we’re trying to help.”

Pioneer  Val ley  spl i ts  i ts 
donations between three food 
banks.  “Every year we donate to 
Harvest House which is the food 
bank at The Church at Cedar 
Springs,” said PVE’s counselor, 
Veronica Kaipainen.  “Then 
we alternate two food banks 
every other year.  One of them 
is Graham Emmanuel Baptist 
Church – they’re getting our 
food this year – and the other 
one is Open Door Community 
Services.”  All three of those 
food banks help our families for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas.”

Kaipainen says it’s that personal 
connection that makes each year’s 
food drive such a success.  “It’s 
a great lesson, because a lot of 
times they (the students) think 
it’s going to homeless people 
that live under a bridge, and so it 
sparks conversation.  We can say, 
‘These are your classmates, and 
sometimes it’s you, sometimes 
it’s me.  And whoever needs it, has 
access to it.’”

Student volunteers went class-
to-class collecting items and 
counting them before bringing 
them back to the packaging 
station in the school’s main 
entryway. There was a prize for 
the class that brought in the most 
items, but for fifth grader Tanya 
Frieze, the reward wasn’t what 
motivated her, “The best part is 
that you’re helping families in 
need.”

This year students and staff 
donated 4,645 items.  Fifth grader 
Courtney Carolus said there was 
a wide variety of donations.  
“There’s been soup, cake mix, 
oatmeal, cereal, there’s even been 
shampoo and deodorant.”

Marquart said the diversity of 
donations points towards the 
diversity within our community.  
“One year we had duck eggs.  One 
year we had a can of something 
that was in a different language.  
We had no idea what it was but 
our food bank said ‘Bring it on, 
we’ll take it! Because somebody 
will know what it is.’”

“It was just fun,” said fifth 
grader Chayse Facinelli.  “It was 
fun that we got to do this instead 
of doing all the classwork!”

But Kaipainen said just because 
the students weren’t in the 

classroom, doesn’t mean the 
learning had stopped.  “It’s a 
math lesson, service learning, 
there’s so much wrapped up in 
here.  It’s a privilege to be able 
to do this.”

And Marquart said the memory 
lasts a long time.  “We’ve had 
students come back as young 
adults and say, ‘Hey!  You guys 

doing the food drive again this 
year?  I remember when I did it!’”

Pioneer Valley was just one of 
the many Bethel Schools that 
brought in donations to help 
our community this year.  Thank 
you to everyone who donated 
something, and especially to 
those who coordinated the 
efforts!


