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I N  T H E  D I S T R I C T

Bethel kicks off another great school year

It’s almost here!  The All 
Bethel Community Day will 
be held Sept. 27 from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at Graham-
Kapowsin High School.  

ABC Day offers families a 
chance to explore much of 
what the Bethel community 
has to offer.  Organizers 
have put together a wide 
range of activities to allow 
families to learn, build 
and play.   Community 
agencies,  musical  and 
d a n c e  p e r f o r m a n c e s , 
carnival games and take-
home project booths will 
be available in addition to 
dozens of others.  

Most events and activities 
are free.  Parking will be 
available in the GKHS, 
Frontier Middle School and 
Nelson Elementary School 
parking lots.  

For more information, 
c o n t a c t  t h e  d i s t r i c t ’s 
Community Connections 
department at 253.683.6050.

Summer flew by and now 
students are back in school 
gazing out the windows.  That’s 
right true believers, school is 
back in session and students 
and teachers across the Bethel 
School District were back in their 
classrooms on September 3rd 
gearing up for another great year.

Elk Plain School of Choice 
parent Natalie McLeod was 
waiting at the school when her 
daughter’s bus arrived on day 
one.  It was an exciting day for 
both mom and her kindergartner.  
“Today’s my daughter’s first day 
of school and I’m very nervous.  
But I think she’s a lot calmer than 
I am.”

Chris Clark, a teacher at EPSOC 
said Bethel’s youngest students 
aren’t the only ones approaching 
the first day cautiously.  “You see 
kindergartners coming in for the 
first time ever, a little scared and 
excited and apprehensive.  And 
you see fifth graders and sixth 
graders coming in, exactly the 
same way, scared and excited and 
apprehensive.”

Sixth grade middle school 
students not only had new 
schedules to get used to, but new 
lockers as well.  Frontier Middle 
School principal Mark Barnes 
said that’s a great opportunity 

for educators to step in and build 
relationships with the students.  
“They are looking lost and I point 
them in the right direction or they 
can’t open their locker and so I 
help them.  Just the little things 
that help them feel comfortable 
and safe and ready for school.”

“It’s exciting for me too, this is 
my first day here for teaching,” 
said Matt Hilditch, a new teacher 
at Frontier, as he was  helping his 
students with their lockers. “The 
first day is just full of excitement.  
It’s really fun too, because they’re 
getting to know each other, 
getting to know their teachers.  
Every day is exciting but the first 
day obviously has this whole 
fresh excitement to it.  So I think 
it’s fun and these are a bunch of 
cool kids.”

Right next door at Graham-
Kapowsin High School, assistant 
principal Seth Humphrey was 
seeing his fair share of students 
enter the building.  “It’s chaos...I 
mean, let’s be honest, there’s 
1,800 kids coming into the 
building...but it’s also one of my 
favorite days.”

“I love the first day of school” 
said GKHS assistant principal 
David Slagle.  “We’re a period in, 
they’ve already been working, 
they’re already in text, they’re 

on task.  The energy that young 
men and young women bring to 
a building is why I love my job.”

Outside the classrooms, Bethel 
staff were equally excited about 
day one.  Coral Laird is a Bethel 
bus driver.  “I’ve had the same 
run the last few years and so it’s 
the same kids but I’m always 
excited about how their summer 
went and they’re excited to see 
me.”

On the first day of school, 
Randy Willis of the maintenance 
department was cleaning up 
after mowing the grass at GKHS.  
“The first day of school is just 
trying to get in and out of places 
where I make a lot of noise so 
I don’t disturb the kids.  I don’t 
know on the first day how much 
they’re learning but I just try to 
stay out of their way and do my 

job and let them do theirs.”
A t  N e l s o n  E l e m e n t a r y, 

paraeducator Christy Caber 
was reconnecting with staff 
and students and “hearing 
everybody’s stories about what 
they did this summer and seeing 
all the smiling faces.”

Nelson serving cook Linda 
Stumpf had a smile on her face 
watching the kindergartners 
coming through the lunch line for 
the first time.  “They’re so excited 
with their new lunch boxes and 
learning the new lunch system.”

Of course, a new school year 
marks another summer gone, and 
secretary Carmen Allott summed 
up the day, “It’s bittersweet, the 
kids are all growing up.”

Elk Plain School of Choice social worker Pam Korn points students in the 
right direction on the first day of school.

It was a busy first day of school for kids across the district including these students at Nelson Elementary, Frontier Middle and Graham-Kapowsin 
High schools.
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T h i s  s u m m e r  w h i l e  t h e 
students were away, Bethel 
teachers attended the 22nd 
annual  Summer Inst i tute.  
S u m m e r  I n s t i t u t e  i s  a 
professional  development 
opportunity for teachers to 
further their own educations.  
Every year, instructors from 
within the district, as well as 
national speakers, keep our 
educators at the top of their game 
so they can be the best they can 
be for our students.

“It’s  an oppor tunity  for 
educators from across our 
district to come and participate 
in very role-specific core training 
or just training opportunities,” 
said Kathy Quick-Gunther, 
Bethel’s director of curriculum 
and professional development.  
“It is our opportunity to launch 
into our initiatives.  This year 
our biggie is our technology 
initiative.”

Teachers who piloted Bethel’s 
Blended Learning program last 
year, including Jerred Erickson, 
put digital devices in the hands 
of educators and had them work 
on a multimedia project much 
like students will.  “Blended 
Learning isn’t just about set and 
get anymore,” said Erickson.  
“It’s about putting students in 
the driver’s seat and helping; 
that they can be the creators, the 
makers in teachers’ classrooms.”

S u m m e r  I n s t i t u t e  h a s 
something for everyone, whether 

you’re a new teacher to the 
district or a veteran like Carol 
Garwood, “I’m old enough I 
don’t need clock hours, so the 
only reason I go to Institute is 
because I want to improve my 
skills because we’re always doing 
something new in education.  
There’s always something new 
to learn.”  

Quick-Gunther said the district 
wastes no time in signing up new 
teachers for classes, “As soon as 
they’re hired we register them 
for Summer Institute classes that 
really help them to launch their 
career in Bethel.” 

Nathan Chollar is one such 
teacher, “They have all these 
people in one place that are 
working in the same area as I am 
and I’m having a lot of really good 
ideas go down on paper.”

Katie Spencer agrees, “The 
relationships that I’m building 
are awesome.  I’m meeting new 
kindergarten teachers, not only 
within my school but within the 
whole school district.  I have just 
gotten the benefits of not only 
meeting new people but just 
kind of feeling more like a sense 
of belonging to the Bethel School 
District.  It’s a good foundation 
to start, especially as a first year 
teacher.”

Bethel High School principal 
Cliff Anderson said Summer 
Institute isn’t just important for 
teachers.  “It gives administrators 
a good opportunity also to work 

with their teachers and go to 
some of the same classes so that 
when we start the school year 
we have our focus and our target 
and we’re all on the same page.  
It gets the school year going on a 
positive start.”

“Summer Institute is uniquely 
Bethel,” said Kathy Quick-
Gunther.  That’s something 
Andrew Rondeau, a teacher 
at Frederickson Elementary 
emphasized as well.  “I’ve been 
outside the district so I’ve seen 
how other districts work; Bethel 
is very unique in the sense that 
if provides lots of opportunities, 
national presenters as well as 
local people and people in the 
district who know a lot about 
what’s going on in Bethel.”

Quick-Gunther said that 

“Summer Institute is  uniquely Bethel”

In February of 2014, Bethel 
voters approved the district’s first 
ever technology levy.  Since then, 
there has been a lot of work being 
done behind the scenes to get the 
district ready for what teacher 
Jerred Erickson calls, “A totally 
new adventure in learning.”

Last year Erickson was one of 
the pilot teachers for the district’s 
Blended Learning program.  This 
year he’s bringing his hands-on 
expertise to the levy project as an 
innovation technology teacher 
on special assignment.  He says 
this year the Blended Learning 
pilot is expanding to include 21 
teachers in six different schools 
across the district.

Erickson said teachers will be 
using a combination of devices 
including iPads, Chromebooks 
and Macbooks to not only field-
test the program, but the devices 
as well.  “So what students are 
able to do in a technology-rich 
environment is be the producers 
of content.  So it could be 
producing a podcast, producing 
a video, creating some kind of 
online content they can share 
with other students, and that 
just completely expands how 
much learning and innovation 
can happen within a classroom.”

The big question when it 
comes to the technology levy is:  
What devices will kids be using 
in the classrooms?  “Behind the 
scenes there’ve been a lot of 
meetings about devices, about 
what this means, what our end 
goals are and what we want 
school to  look like in 2017/18 for 
all of our students,” said Melissa 
Haffeman, Bethel’s director of 
instructional technology.

Bethel’s chief technology 
officer Michael Christianson 
said the device question will be 
answered soon, “This fall we’re 
hoping to finalize what devices 
will go into classrooms at each 
grade level that’s going to be 
appropriate for students and 
teachers to utilize.”

Christianson said the decision 
was an important one and wasn’t 
being made in a vacuum.  “We 
are soliciting input from various 
members of the community to 
make sure we hear everyone’s 

voice, hear their concerns and 
what’s important to them so 
when we make a decision on 
what device, it’s a decision that 
everybody can stand behind.”

Christianson also said there 
are other big announcements 
coming this year as well, “This 
year we’re hoping to expand 
device deployment to at least two 
to four schools at a much higher 
level starting in the middle of the 
year, so that the deployment of 
devices will begin this year and 
phase in over the next three to 
four years.” 

Those schools are going to 
be the first in the rollout of 
new technology to all 27 Bethel 
schools.  “We hope to have 100% 
rollout by the 2017/18 school 
year,” said Haffeman.

“By the time this school year 
ends we should have a list of 
schools through 2017/18 and 
know which devices will be rolled 
out to which schools, and when 
everyone should expect them to 
arrive,” said Christianson.

“We’re bringing in 18,000 
devices into the district, so we 
have to make sure it’s reliable 
and stable all the way from the 
wireless, all the way back to our 
data center,” said Chad Marlow, 
Bethel’s director of operation 
technology.  “Right now we have 
a great wireless coverage model, 
but we don’t have a great density 
model.  We’re actually starting to 
deploy access points right now 
and replacing those.  The older 
ones can only support maybe 
10 or 12 devices.  The new ones 
can support 50 to 60 devices.  
So as we bring the new ones in, 
students will be able to connect 
more devices to them and they’ll 
be faster at the same time.”

“As a resident of the district, a 
parent of students, and actually 
a former student of the district 
myself, I’m really excited about 
the opportunities this tech levy’s 
going to provide our students 
and teachers in the future,” 
said Christianson.  “It really will 
close the gap, make them more 
competitive and really prepare 
them for school and careers after 
they graduate.”

“A  t o t a l l y  n e w  a d ve n t u r e  i n  l e a r n i n g”

The Great Shake Out
On October 16, all Bethel 

schools will be participating in 
The Great Washington Shakeout, 
a statewide earthquake drill that 
will help train students, teachers 
and staff on what to do in the 
event of an earthquake.

The dri l ls  help students 
feel more comfortable in an 
earthquake situation,  said 
Bethel’s risk manager Mike 
Presswood.  “The students feel 
this is something important 
and they get something out of 
it.  It’s important to know their 
emergency procedures so they 
know what to do.”

The earthquake drill is one of 
the many drills Bethel schools do 
every year.  The Great Washington 
Shakeout will take place on Oct. 
16 at 10:16 a.m.

FUTURESCHOOLS Tours
Do you want to see how we 

teach and learn in our Bethel 
Schools?  Here is your chance.

FUTURESCHOOLS tours are 
open to community members 
who would like an up-close look 
at our teaching and learning 
expectations.  The tour includes 
a walk through of two to three 
schools, combined with time 
for observations and reflections.  
Transportation and snacks are 
included.  Tours depart from the 
ESC on the following dates:

Oc t .  7 :   Ce d a rc re s t  M S , 
Frederickson ES, Kapowsin ES

Nov. 13:  Liberty MS and Clover 
Creek ES

Jan.  22:   Challenger HS, 
Centennial ES, Camas Prairie ES

Feb. 25: Spanaway ES, Naches 
Trail ES, Chester H. Thompson ES

For more details or to reserve 
your spot on the tour, contact the 
Office of Teaching and Learning 
at 253.683.6016.

Supplemental Services
The Bethel School District is 

offering Supplemental Education 
Services (SES) to eligible students.  
This extra help is provided in 
reading and/or math.  The free 
tutoring program is for students 
who receive free or reduced-price 
lunch and will be offered outside 
the school day.

Special services staff  are 
available to assist parents with 
provider selection.  If there is 
not enough funding for every 
child requesting services, eligible 
children with the greatest 
academic need will receive 
services.

Students who attend Title 
I schools that are in a step of 
improvement - 2 through 5 - 
are eligible for SES.  For more 
information or to apply, contact 
Special Services at 253.683.6922.

I N  B R I E F

Roy Elementary’s new Principal, David Cordell, was introduced at a 
recent board meeting.  Mr. Cordell previously worked at the Federal 
Way School District as a principal.

I n  re ce n t  b o a rd  n e ws. . .

community culture is important 
to bolster before the school year 
begins and teachers head off to 
their own buildings, “There really 
is a chance for educators that are 
new to our school district to get 
to know their colleagues, get to 
know the culture of Bethel, the 
community, and really become 
part of that Bethel family.” 

Bethel educators explore new technology and blended learning tech-
niques at Summer Institute.



New Facility Use Website
Our school district’s facilities 

are a great resource for the 
community, and we’re happy 
to make them available when 
possible.  Visit our NEW Facility 
Use website and find the right 
location for your next event.  
http://facilityuse.bethelsd.org 

Bus paddle cameras
Our transportation department 

is getting ready to launch a news 
safety initiative.  The new ‘stop 
paddle’ camera system will allow 
us to keep our students safer by 
deterring drivers from illegally 
passing school buses.   The 
cameras take photos of violators 
and those ticketed will have to pay 
a $394 fine.

Library cards for students
This fall, every student attending 
Bethel schools will receive a free 
Pierce County Library System 
library card, which will give them 
free access to 1.3 million books, 
e-books, audio books, movies, 
and more.  The cards will be 
issued in the fall. 

Finish your registration
Starting this fall, we have placed 
many of our required forms in 
the parent section of our Family 
Access system.  These forms 
include the Internet & Email 
Consent Form and the Request 
to Prevent Disclosure of Student 
Information.  Both require annual 
submission by Oct. 1.

In addition to these forms, 
you will also find the following 
district links in your Family Access 
account:  Athletic Handbook & 
Forms (Middle Schools and High 
Schools), Application for Meals, 
Bethel Rec, District Assessments, 
E lementar y  Common Core 
Standards, PayPams to pay for 
school meals, PayOnline to pay 
for student fees, and Register to 
Vote.

You will need to use a computer 
to complete these forms.  To 
obtain parent Family Access 
logins and passwords stop by 
or call the office at your child’s 
school.

Get the Facts on EV-D68!
The Centers  for  Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC) 
has received reports of an increase 
in respiratory illnesses in the 
Midwest and Southern U.S. cause 
by enterovirus D68 (EV-D68).  The 
Tacoma-Pierce county Health 
Department says there are no 
increased levels of respiratory 
illnesses locally.

The virus likely spreads when an 
infected person coughs, sneezes, 
or touches surfaces.  Enteroviruses 
can also be spread through the 
stools.  There are currently no 
vaccines for preventing EV-D68 
infections, but you can reduce 
your risk by:

-Washing hands often with 
soap and water for 20 seconds, 
especially after changing diapers.

-Avoid touching eyes, nose and 
mouth with unwashed hands.

-Avoid kissing, hugging, and 
sharing cups or eating utensils 
with people who are sick.

-Disinfect frequently touched 
surfaces,  such as toys and 
doorknobs, especially if someone 
is sick.

-If you’re ill, do not go to 
daycare, school or work.

Many EV-D68 infections are 
mild.  There is no medication 
available.  Over the counter 
medications may help to alleviate 
symptoms.  People with severe 
difficulty breathing may need to 
be hospitalized.

Children with asthma should 
keep their  health care and 
emergency plans current.  Call 
your primary care provider if you 
have any questions or concerns.
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I N  B R I E FNew educators honored at annual event
Each year, the Bethel and 

Franklin Pierce school districts, 
in cooperation with the Tacoma-
Pierce County Chamber of 
Commerce, kick off the new 
school year by hosting the South 
County New Educators’ Breakfast.

The breakfast gives districts 
time to celebrate their new 
instr uct ional  s taf f .   There 
a r e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  g e t 
acquainted with school district 
administrators, local business 
people and chamber members 
who strongly support them in 
their important role of teaching.  

“You’re going to have more 
impact in people’s lives than you 
can imagine,” said Congressman 
Denny Heck as he addressed the 
room full of educators.  “I know 
this for a fact.  The people that had 
the biggest impact in my life were 
teachers.  You are engaged in the 
most important work imaginable, 
and the people whose lives you 
are about to touch are going to 
remember it for the rest of their 
lives.”

The annual event also featured 
speeches by both districts’ 
superintendents.

“You have chosen the most 
noble of professions where you 
give of yourself to others and help 
young people achieve what they 
felt was beyond their grasp,” said 
Dr. Frank Hewins, superintendent 
of Franklin Pierce School District.  
“Teaching is a calling and a 
passion.  Your efforts are rewarded 
by kids who are excited about 

learning, families that never 
forget your name and knowledge 
that you made a difference.”

B e t h e l  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
Tom Seigel spoke about the 
challenging goals for the year 
ahead.  “We have the talent here 
to make that a reality.  We laid 
the foundation, we’ve got the 
materials stacked up all nice 
and neat, we’ve got tools laid 
out in front of you, and now we 
have the skilled craftsmen and 
craftswomen here to help build 
a great school year.”

The event serves not only to 
welcome new educators to the 
district but also helps to remind 
them just how appreciated they 
are.

“We teach first and foremost 
because we believe that children 
are our most important asset.  
They represent our future and 
the quality of their education 
determines the character of our 
community and our society,” 
said superintendent Hewins.  
“You teach because teaching 
represents the kind of person you 
strive to be.  A professional who 
balances personal needs with a 
cause that is larger than yourself.  
We teach because we believe in 
the power of education to improve 
our individual and our collective 
lives.”

“You will have more enduring 
impact in the lives of people than 
any other conceivable profession,” 

said Congressman Heck.  “It 
does not come without a price, 
but it is a sacrifice absolutely 
worth making.  You are ultimately 
nothing less than the guardians 
and the enablers of the American 
Dream.”

T h e  So u t h  Co u n t y  Ne w 
Educators Breakfast is held in 
August on the Pacific Lutheran 
University campus, just prior to 
the start of the new school year.  
This year’s keynote speaker was 
Dr. Gene Sharrett, the executive 
director for the Washington 
Student Achievement Council.  
T h e  e v e n t  a l s o  f e a t u r e d 
entertainment by the Spanaway 
L a k e  H i g h  S c h o o l  Mu s i c 
Company.

New educators like these four from Bethel were honored at the annual South County New Educators’ Breakfast.

WEB program welcomes 6th graders to middle school
For students new to middle 

school, the WEB program is a 
great introduction that helps sixth 
graders feel at home before the 
school year even begins.

WEB is an acronym that stands 
for “Where Everybody Belongs.”  
That’s a key message for first year 
middle school students.  “The 

sixth graders are really coming 
from elementary and so they 
don’t know anyone at the middle 
school,” said Corinna Quam, a 
WEB leader and counselor at 
Bethel Middle School.  “The 
biggest benefit is for them to 
connect to an eighth grader who 
kind of knows the routine of the 
school already, someone that can 
be a mentor for them.”

Eighth grade students served 
as peer leaders for the sixth 
graders.  All the students begin 
their WEB day together and 
then break into smaller groups 
to begin to build relationships.  
“Each leader has about ten or 
twelve of the sixth graders and it’s 
really team building,” said Quam.  
“The team building that we do 
in this room really is to establish 
kind of fun things, but also to ‘get 

For incoming freshman across 
the district, coming to high school 
for the first time can be a very 
intimidating experience.  “As a 
freshman you’re kind of coming 
in, not knowing where anything 
is, not knowing anybody,” said 
Bryce Missey.  “It’s actually really 
scary, honestly.”

Bryce is a junior at Bethel 
High School where this year he’s 
serving as a Link Crew leader.  The 
Link Crew program serves to get 
ninth grade students orientated 
into the high school world.  Not 
only do they get to know the 
building, but they get to know 
each other through games and 
activities.  

It was Bryce’s own experience 
with Link Crew as a freshman 
that made him want to become a 
student leader.  “I wanted to give 
back to the kids what I got my 
freshman season.”  

Bronte Wetherington, a BHS 
junior, said she and the other 
Link Crew student leaders are an 
integral part of the program and 
remain so over the course of the 
year.  “We’re in all different parts 

of the school and you can be like, 
‘Oh hey, where’s this classroom?’ 
And we’ll be like ‘Oh hey, I know 
where that is.  Hey we have this 
class together!’  And they can 
feel like they know someone and 
they’re not as alone.”

“We all have experienced 
that first time into a new big 
building  with a whole bunch of 
new kids,” said Lonnie McCann, 
a BHS teacher and Link Crew 
coordinator.  “You get to see 
them come in with the big eyes 
and slowly through the different 
activities that are planned, kind 
of come out of their shell.”

McCann said it’s important 
for the ninth graders to get a 
good start to their high school 
careers.  “It we’re looking at drop-
out rates, ninth grade is such 
an integral part.  If they have a 
successful year, they are likely to 
stay in school and be connected 
to the school.”

“It’s an important program 
because it connects kids” said 
John Wetherington, a BHS 
teacher and coordinator with 
McCann.  “The curriculum is 

The (missing) Link Crew

to know you.’  There’s more of a 
deeper connection built with the 
students.”

Sixth grade students learn about 
their new school, take a tour and 
get an orientation to what middle 
school life is like.  “They love it and 

they do things with their WEB 
leaders the whole school year, so 
they’re really making that bond 
with them and establishing it,” 
said Quam.

Quam said not only do the 
sixth grade students enjoy the 
day, but the student leaders 
benefit as well.”  I just love being 
here and I love seeing the sixth 
graders because I’m the sixth 
grade counselor and so I kind 
of get to see some of the kids 
that are coming in.  And I like 
to work with the eighth graders 
too, to help them develop that 
mentorship that they can take 
onto high school next year.” 

very intentionally inviting of ninth 
graders coming into the building.”

The student leaders get a lot 
out of the program as well, said 
Wetherington  “This group of 
leaders we have, our student 
leaders, is just an amazing group 
of young people.”

And many of them are serving 
because of their own experiences 
with Link Crew in ninth grade.  “I 
had, actually one of my neighbors 
be my Link Crew leader,” said 
senior Herrmann Alapati, “So I 
felt like I should be doing this for 
other freshmen too, especially for 
my little brother.”

“They get an opportunity 
to lead, an opportunity to 
change their school, change the 
environment in the building, 
an opportunity to connect to 
some of those younger kids” said 
McCann.  “It’s a great program, 
I’m glad we have it.”

Incoming sixth graders gather for  
their introduction to middle school.

WEB leaders help break the tension 
for apprehensive sixth graders.

Teachers at Bethel High School welcome incoming ninth graders during 
a Link Crew event held the week before school began.
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September 11 is a Day of Service and Remembrance 
in our country, and students, staff and community 
members honored it in many different ways this year.  
Students at the Pierce County Skills Center, led by the 
Fire Science class, held a flag ceremony on September 
11 which PCSC director Michelle Ledbetter called, “one 
of the most respectful ceremonies I have ever seen.”

Two days later, on Saturday, the sound of children 
could be heard at Spanaway Elementary School as 
church members, some of whom are Bethel parents 
and students, worked to clean up the campus in  honor 
of September 11.

Members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, Spanaway Ward could be seen pulling weeds 
and doing other chores.

“Ever since 9-11 we’ve been doing a day of service 
just to give back to the community,” said Bishop Harley 
Forkner.  “The Spanaway Ward has always worked with 
the Bethel School District.  We’ve gone out to various 

Sept. 11
A Day of Service

and Remembrance
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schools and have helped them to do yard work and 
cleanup.  It’s our way to give back to the community.”

And give back they have.  Just last year the church 
received recognition from Bethel’s superintendent, 
Tom Seigel, for putting in 4,000 hours of service at 
20 Bethel sites over a five year period.

“I think it’s really good for the religious community 
and the school communities to come together, 
because they can help each other out and maybe 
there’s some more awareness ... you can teach 
people things,” said Jennie Osman, a Bethel parent, 
church member and volunteer.  “My children, they 
do tend to grumble when I tell them we’re going 
to do something, but once they get out here, they 
actually have a good time.  I feel that there’s a sense 
of happiness you can get by giving of yourself, and 
service is one way to do it.”

Spanaway Ward member Hope Warner agreed, “I 
like to give service, it makes me feel good to know 

that I’m helping somebody else.”
It wasn’t just the church members who were working 

hard on Saturday morning.  Missionaries from 
Oklahoma and Seoul, South Korea were also digging 
in the dirt with shovels and spades.  Another family 
was just visiting from Utah and decided to spend 
Saturday morning in service with the Spanaway Ward.

But for the local church members, the service meant 
a little more.  “These are our kids in this school and we 
want to make sure that we’re involved,” said Bishop 
Forkner.  “I think it’s important that we make it a team 
effort.  There’s a lot to maintaining these schools and 
making them nice places, so this is one way we can 
do our part.”

Bethel’s director of community connections, Jay 
Brower, said that the Spanaway Ward was the 
beginning of something special.  “The great part is 
that it has kind of caught on a little bit, and now for 
the second year in a row we have a second group that 

has joined us,  the Bethany Lutheran Church.  This year 
they went out to Cougar Mountain Middle School.”

And another group from the LDS church, the Graham 
Ward, spent their Saturday cleaning up the Graham-
Kapowsin High School campus in preparation for All 
Bethel Community Day.

Brower said Bethel has been grateful to be a part 
of these beautification days for the past six years.  
He was quick to point out that the district is ready 
to accommodate any groups wanting to give 
service.  “It’s not just members of the church, but it’s 
sometimes members of staff at the different schools, 
athletic teams, and members of the community.”

“It’s been spectacular to see the goodwill from 
people who live in this community, said Brower.  “The 
faith-based groups have really stepped up on this.  It’s 
been a great project.”
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Bethel schools  and community members are getting 
recognized. Here’s a look at what they’ve been up to. 

Michael Syverson is the librarian at 
Rocky Ridge Elementary School.  This 
is his second year working in the Bethel 
School District.  Before coming to Bethel, 
he worked as a classroom teacher, a 
librarian and a school administrator, 
which is the position he retired from in 
Las Vegas.

So, retirement didn’t take?

“I just couldn’t stay home.”

What are the kids reading this year?

“Kids are reading a lot of fantasy.  They 
love the science fiction and the fantasy.  
Not my favorite genre but we make sure 
we have a good supply of them.  The 
little guys love Pete the Cat, and I love 
him too.”

What are you reading right now?

“I just finished The Goldfinch by Donna 
Tartt.  She just won the Pulitzer Prize for 
it and I have an autographed copy!  It’s 
a great book.

If you could make the entire district 
read one book, what would it be?

“To Kill a Mockingbird.”

This is Wendy Bartholomew’s second 
year teaching kindergarten and her sixth 
year at Centennial.  

What’s your favorite part about the first 
day of school?

“The kids’ excitement and their energy.  
They’re always ready to begin.  It’s great 
to meet the kids and see those smiles on 
their faces.”

How important is the first day for a 
teacher?

“The first day is critical because everyone 
establishes those relationships as you 
get to meet the new kids and they get 
to meet you, and you start becoming a 
classroom family.”

Kari Gipson has been a Bethel bus driver 
for more than 15 years.

What’s your favorite part about your 
job?

“I totally dig the kids!  Interacting with 
the children, helping them.  They’re just 
little tiny beings and I love to see their 
little smiles.  It’s just a lot of fun, I love it!”

How important is a bus driver to a 
student’s day?

“We’re the first ones and the last ones 
they see, so basically we set the tone.  
We can prevent things from going 
wrong and we can encourage things to 
go correctly.”

What’s the one thing people don’t know 
about Bethel bus drivers?

“It’s a much more difficult job than 
people realize.  It involves lots of legal 
and moral issues.  There’s so much going 
on at all times inside the bus, and also 
outside the bus.”

M
ichael Syverson

W
endy Bartholom

ew

Bethel School District employees enjoyed participating in the ALS Ice Bucket challenge.  Right:  Staff members gathered together at the district office to challenge friends, family 
members and the community at large.  Left:  Bethel’s Child Nutrition Department was challenged by the Transportation Department and gladly accepted in memory of Sandy Ramsey, 
a 26-year Bethel employee who lost her life to ALS.

Staff Spot light

In the
Spot light

Army Sergeant Dennis Matthews 
recently returned home after a nine- 
month deployment.  His first stop 
was Elk Plain School of Choice where 
he surprised his son, Zaiden, during 
his kindergarten class’ lunch time.

Shaw
na Calvert

Kari Gipson

Shawna Calvert is a Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) secretary, a position 
she’s held for the past seven years.  This 
is her tenth year working in the district.

How important is CTE for Bethel 
students?

“I think it’s extremely important, 
primarily because it gives our kids real 
world opportunities to learn about 
different careers.  Whether they’re 
college-bound or just looking to go 
straight into employment, CTE makes 
them business-ready once they graduate 
high school.”

If you had to go back in time and restart 
high school, which one CTE class would 
you be sure to put on your schedule?

“It’s a toss up between two, either the 
agricultural sciences or the biomedical 
ones.  I watch all the forensic TV shows 
and I find it really interesting to see how 
all of that works.  As for the agricultural 
side of it, I love gardening and when I 
was in high school I was part of Future 
Farmers of America.  CTE’s a great 
program and I wish there had been more 
of it when I was in school.”

The Staff Spotlight is a new 
online weekly feature.   You 
can read about a new Bethel 
employee every Thursday on 
our website, www.bethelsd.org.



Thank A Million Teachers campaign at Rocky  Ridge
Rocky Ridge Elementar y 

is the last Washington state 
school standing in the Farmers 
Insurance Dream Big contest.  
Teacher and instructional coach 
Elissa Dornan was surprised with 
the news that she is one of three 
teachers left in the running for a 
$100,000 grant.

The Dream Big contest is part 
of Farmers’ Thank A Million 
Teachers campaign to give away 
one million dollars in grant 
money this year.  Half of it is in 
$2,500 grants while the other 
half is divided into five $100,000 
grants.  Each grant is designated 
to a region, so Rocky Ridge is 
only competing against two other 
schools, one in Idaho and one in 
Montana.

Dornan’s  grant  proposal 
was focused on bringing more 
technology to Rocky Ridge 
including class sets of iPads.  
“Here at Rocky Ridge we are 
all about increasing access to 
technology for our elementary 
school students,” said Dornan.  
“Our grant has 150 iPads written 
into it with some mobile carts so 
that teams can share.”

“Her proposal is remarkable,” 
said Randy Rice, the national 
manager of education programs 

for Farmers Insurance.  “What’s 
so special about it is, it’s not 
about her, it goes beyond her to 
the entire school and really to the 
community.”

“With 60 to 70 percent of 
our students living in poverty 
and having very limited access 
to  technology,  this  opens 
doors,” said Dornan.  “It opens 
conversations for our students 
and for our parents, but it also 
provides opportunities for our 
teachers to learn and grow as well.  
Just the excitement of having 
these tools can generate a lot of 
opportunities for our students to 
collaborate, to work on critical 
thinking and communicating, 
and doing all the things we want 
our 21st century students to be 
doing.”

“I’m so excited for the kids!” 
said Dale Kelley,  the local 
Farmers agent who sponsored 
Dornan’s grant proposal.  “This 
is just an incredible opportunity 
from Farmers Insurance.  We’re 
going to get out the vote to ‘Rock 
the Ridge!’”

The surprise announcement 
was made during a school 
assembly and drew in some local 
dignitaries, including Senator 
Randi Becker, Representatives JT 

Rocky Ridge instructional coach Elissa Dornan learns she is one of 
three teachers still in the running for a $100,000 grant in the Farmers 
Thank A Million Teachers campaign.

District Festival Dates
The District Art Festival is 

scheduled for Saturday, February 
21, 2015, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at Spanaway Lake High School 
in conjunction with the district’s 
annual Technology Fair.  Student 
artwork from all schools will be 
on display and prizes will be 
awarded.

Because of the large numbers 
of participants, the District Cho-
ral Festival will be held on two 
evenings this year.  Half of the 
district is scheduled for Wednes-
day, March 26, 2015, and the other 
half of the district will perform on 
Thursday, March 26, 2015.  Both 
concerts will begin at 6:30 p.m. at 
PLU’s Olson Auditorium.

The District Orchestra Festival 
is scheduled for Thursday, April 
16, 2015, at 7 p.m. at Spanaway 
Lake High School and involves 
orchestra students from every 
school.  Students will rehearse at 
the high school during the day and 
present a concert in the evening.

The District Band Festival is 
scheduled for Thursday, May 28 
2015, at 7 p.m. at PLU’s Olson Au-
ditorium and involves band stu-
dents from every school.  Students 
will rehearse in the field house and 
gymnasium during the day and 
present a concert in the evening.

Vivace! Open Enrollment
The Vivace! Choral Program is 

open to new members during the 
month of September and the first 
few weeks of October.  The Vivace! 
Choral Program is held at Liberty 
Middle School with three choirs 
that meet on Monday evenings 
beginning September 8.  Choirs 
include a Vivace! Kids Choir, the 
Vivace! Mixed Choir, and the 
Vivace! Cathedrals Choir.  Contact 
David Nguyen, choir manager, for 
more information at 206.310.5420 
or choirmanager@vivacechoral.
com.

2014 Homecoming games
High school football fans, it’s that 

time of year again!  Homecoming  
games are just around the corner.  
Be sure to mark these dates on 
your calendars:

Oct. 10:  Bethel HS vs. Emerald 
Ridge HS

Oct. 17:  Graham-Kapowsin vs. 
Puyallup HS

Oct. 24:  Spanaway Lake HS vs. 
Bethel HS

All games will be played at Art 
Crate Field.  Start time is 7 p.m.  
For all athletic schedules, visit 
“Athletics” on the district website, 
www.bethelsd.org.

Attention Sports Fans!
This year when you’re out at 

Bethel sports events taking photos 
of our student athletes, be sure to 
tag your pictures with #BethelSD-
Sports.  We’ll share the best ones 
online and a few may even end up 
in the Bethel Pride!

Family sports passes
Families can now purchase sea-

sonal passes for district athletic 
events.  The passes cover admis-
sion to home games and meets in 
the South Puget Sound League.  A 
Single Event Pass, which is good 
for the admission of two adults 
and two children, is $15.  A Sea-
sonal Event Pass, which includes 
the admission of two adults and 
two children to all home athletic 
events during a sport season, will 
cost $150.  The Bethel School 
Board approved the program to 
help make sporting events more 
affordable for families.

Healthy Youth Survey
The Healthy Youth Survey is 

coming to students in October.  
More information for parents is 
available online in English and 
Spanish at www.bethelsd.org.
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Wilcox and Graham Hunt and the 
Secretary of State of Washington 
Kim Wyman, who spoke to the 
students and encouraged them 
to vote.  “I’m excited that we 
can help your school win this 
competition.   Good luck Rocky 
Ridge!”

Starting in October you can 
vote for Rocky Ridge Elementary 

On October 1st, Bethel Child Nu-
trition is giving our students a “Taste 
of Washington.”  Districts all across 
Washington state will celebrate the 
region’s bountiful agriculture by serv-
ing locally sourced meals, inviting 
farmers to lunch, visiting local farms, 
providing education and activities, 
and connecting Future Farmers of 
America high school students with 
elementary students.

Bethel Child Nutrition has cel-
ebrated Taste of Washington Day 
every year since 2010.

Washington state schools are 
above the national average when 
it comes to serving locally sourced 
foods at school; Bethel is no excep-
tion  All of Bethel’s schools offer a 
variety of fresh fruits and vegetables 
daily at breakfast and at lunch.  

The month of October is also Na-
tional Farm to School Month.  This is 
a time when we celebrate local farm-
ers and the bounty of delicious  and 
nutritious foods they produce.  Many 
locally sourced foods can be found 
on Bethel’s menus.  Be sure to review 
the menu with your student and iden-
tify the items marked, “Washington 
Grown!”

National School Lunch Week is 
also in October (13th - 17th).  That’s a 
week to raise public awareness about 
the nutritional value of school lunch.  
This year’s theme, “Get in the Game 
with School Lunch”, encourages kids 
to find a balance between healthy 
eating and physical activity.  A school 
lunch consists of lean meats, whole 
grains, low-fat or nonfat milk and lot 
of fruits and vegetables.

Bethel Child Nutrition celebrates Taste of Washington Day

the classroom, so Waiver Days 
are critical and important for 
teachers to have.”

Bethel’s next Waiver Day isn’t 
until February 17.  McPhail said 
planning the agenda for that day 
will happen after the new year, “If 
we plan too far ahead we won’t be 
able to effectively meet the needs 
of the kids and the teachers 
where they’re at.”

While the next Waiver Day is a 
few months away, October 10 is a 
statewide “In-Service Day,” with 

Glazed Chicken Drumstick
Rosemary Red Potatoes

Whole Wheat Dinner Roll
Fresh Kale

Baby Carrots
Cherry Tomatoes

Pluots
Caramel Apple Crisp

at www.thankamillionteachers.
com/vote-for-a-proposal.

M E N U
Bethel’s

Taste Washington Day

September 12 was the first 
“Waiver Day” this school year.  
While it’s a day off for students, 
many people don’t know what the 
teachers do while the students 
are away.  

Stephanie McPhail is the 
new principal at Kapowsin 
Elementary.  On the recent 
Waiver Day she and her staff were 
working together on a number of 
items, both in larger and smaller 
groups.  

“A Waiver Day is really our 
opportunity as teachers to 
come together and collaborate 
around a certain topic that’s of 
importance to the district,” said 
McPhail.  “Today we’re focusing 
on Student Growth Goals which 
is where we take a class and we 
look at:  What standards do they 
know?  What standards don’t they 
know?  And what assessments 
do we need to do?  So we can 
teach what is going to help that 
individual student make growth 
throughout the year.”

McPhail said the Student 
Growth Goals look at the students 
individually and as a group so 
everyone achieves together.

“The topic of what the teachers 
will focus on during the Waiver 
Day is determined partly by the 
school and partly by the district,” 
said McPhail.  “We decided to 
focus on Student Growth Goals 

because we want to get going on 
supporting the learning in the 
classroom as soon as possible.”

 “During the regular school 
day, teachers have that time 
where students go to music 
art or another specialist when 
teachers have time to meet and 
plan.  We also have time before 
and after school.  However, we 
know there’s something powerful 
about having an entire day to 
plan for the great teaching and 
learning that’s happening in 

W h a t  i s  a  W a i v e r  D a y ?

no school for students.  Now just 
what is an In-Service day?  Well, 
that’s a question for another time.

(Left to right):  Kapowsin Elementary teachers Christal Rausch, Linda Lavergne, Leanna Miller and Jennifer 
Thompson.

I N  B R I E F



D I S T R I C T  C A L E N D A R

OCTOBER
Oct. 3: Spaghetti Dinner @ BHS, 
5 p.m.

Oct. 10:  Statewide In-Service 
Day (No School)

Oct. 10:  Bethel HS 
Homecoming game vs. Emerald 
Ridge HS, Art Crate Field, 7 p.m.

Oct. 14:  School Board Meeting, 
ESC, 7 p.m.

Oct. 15:  Late Arrival

Oct. 17:  Graham-Kapowsin HS 
Homecoming game vs. Puyallup 
HS, Art Crate Field, 7 p.m. 

Oct. 20-24:  Elementary 
Conferences, Early Dismissal

Oct. 24: Spaghetti Dinner @ 
BHS, 5 p.m.

Oct. 24:  Spanaway Lake HS 
Homecoming game vs. Bethel 
HS, Art Crate Field, 7 p.m. 

Oct. 28:  School Board Meeting, 
CE, 7 p.m.

NOVEMBER
Nov. 1:  Holiday Craft Fair @ 
SLHS, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Nov. 2:  Holiday Craft Fair @ 
SLHS, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Nov. 4:  MS Mini Orchestral 
Festival @ BMS, 7 p.m.

Nov. 5:  HS End of 1st Quarter, 
Early Dismissal

Nov. 11:  Veterans Day (No 
School)

Nov. 12:  Late Arrival

Nov. 18: School Board Meeting, 
ESC, 7 p.m.

Nov. 26:  MS/Elementary End of 
Trimester, Early Dismissal

Nov. 27-28:  Thanksgiving Break 
(No School)

DECEMBER
Dec. 9: School Board Meeting, 
ESC, 7 p.m.

Dec. 22-31:  Winter Break (No 
School)

JANUARY
Jan. 1-2:   Winter Break (No 
School)

Jan. 7:  Late Arrival

Jan. 13: School Board Meeting, 
ESC, 7 p.m.

Jan. 19: Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day(No School)

Jan. 27: School Board Meeting, 
CPE, 7 p.m.

Jan. 27:  HS End of 2nd 
Quarter/Report Card Prep, Early 
Dismissal
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Brenda Rogers, President 
360.893.5425
brogers@bethelsd.org
Stanley Chapin, Vice President
253.847.1614
schapin@bethelsd.org
John Manning
253.537.5521
jmanning@bethelsd.org
Warren Smith
253.531.2211
wsmith@bethelsd.org
Amy Pivetta Hoffman
253.720.3020
apivettaho@bethelsd.org

B S D  S C H O O L  B O A R D

Bethel School District is hosting a 
community spaghetti dinner.  Join us as we dine 

and  discuss the issues that affect your family, your 
schools and our  community.  

October 3rd & 24th
Bethel Middle School

5:00 - 7:00 pm

Be our guest 

Washington
STATE
 FAIR

Junior

Senior

High

School

Art Show

Hannah Salzberg
GKHS, 12th Grade 

“Marine”
Photography, Digital - Portrait

Patriot Award

Nester Salazar
SLHS, 

First Place, Daily Winner

Shelby Poore
SLHS,  10th Grade
“Castle @ Night”
Drawing, Pencil/Graphite

Jacob Carpenter
BHS, 12th Grade 

“Lookout Peak”
Photography,  Digital - Landscape

Second Place

Angela Suffia
GKHS, 11th Grade
“Fish Plate”
3D Art, Clay

Nester Salazar
SLHS, 11th Grade
“Benjamin Jarvis”
Drawing, Chalk Pastel
First Place & Daily Winner

Sydney St. John
BHS, 10th Grade 

“Happy to See Me”
Photography, Digital - Portrait

Honorable Mention

Savannah Radar
GKHS, 10th Grade
“Squid Life”
3D Art, Clay
Honorable Mention

For a full list of winners visit www.bethelsd.org.


