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I N  T H E  D I S T R I C T

Sen. Becker resolution makes clear:
To g e t h e r  w e  a r e  B e t h e l

Citing the development of the 
Pierce County Skills Center and 
increased academic achievement 
during Tom Seigel’s watch, the 
Senate recently honored the Bethel 
School District superintendent.  
Senator Randi Becker sponsored 
Senate Resolution 8625, which 
recognized the district leader as 
Seigel’s friends and family looked 
on.  

“Without Tom’s vision, the 
Pierce County Skills Center 
wouldn’t exist.  He’s the one 
who inspired the community to 
pass the bond for a vocational-
technical high school back in 2006.  
As the idea for this alternative 
school grew into a facility that 
would serve students of multiple 
Pierce County districts, Tom’s 
tenacity kept things moving.  I 

(Left to right)  Senator Steve O’Ban, Senator Bruce Dammeier, Sandy Seigel, Tom Seigel, Senator Randi Becker and Senator Steve Conway.

wanted to recognize him for his 
commitment and success,” said 
Becker, R-Eatonville.

Under Seigel’s tenure, Bethel is 
one of the most improved school 
districts in Washington.  Bethel is 
in southeast Pierce County and is 
the 16th-largest school district in 
Washington.  

“Tom is well-known in my 
community for his strong belief 

in putting kids and others first.  
His schools are among the few 
in the nation to provide shelter 
to homeless youth, he delivers 
food to those in need – it’s 
that altruism that has infused 
the entire district.  We should 
celebrate innovative schools and 
improved academics everyday,” 
said Becker.

 We are excited to announce 
a special partnership with the 
Tacoma Rainiers. 

 This year, the minor league 
team invited us to join them for 
a game at Cheney Stadium that 
is entirely our own. And, so now 
we want to extend that invita-
tion to YOU - our community!  
We want YOU to be there as we 
mark 65 years of service.

 Our special Bethel themed 
game will be on Friday, April 24 
when the Rainiers take on the 
Albuquerque Isotopes. This is 
a night game so there will be 
lots of fireworks and special 
surprises, including an appear-
ance by board president Stan 
Chapin who will be throwing 
out the first pitch.  

 Discounted tickets are avail-
able.  For $11.50, you’ll receive 
a seat and a meal. And, for 
$17.50 you get your seat, a meal 
and a hat, too.  Order forms are 
available through school PTAs 
and you can download a copy 
on our district website, www.
bethelsd.org. 

 We hope you can join us for 
Bethel’s Day at the Ballpark.

BETHEL CELEBRATES 
65 YEARS AT GAME

Random Acts of Kindness Club at Roy Elementary
“It was only a sunny smile, and 

little it cost in the giving.  But like 
morning light, it scattered the 
night, and made the day worth 
living.” – F. Scott Fitzgerald

School clubs come in all shapes 
and sizes, but at Roy Elementary, 
one club is changing the way the 
school’s students see themselves 
and others.

“We make the school a better 
place!” 

“We help others!”
“We put up posters that say 

nice things!”
Students in Roy’s Random Acts 

of Kindness Club are enthusiastic 
when describing all the things 
their club has been up to this 
year.  The club began as the 
brainchild of third grade teacher 
Rikki Herinckx.  “I remember 
when I was in third grade my 
school had a Kindness Club,” 
she said. “I just thought over the 
summer that our school needed 
to be a little bit kinder, so I did 
some research and learned there 
is an international organization, 
Random Acts of Kindness; so I put 
out the permission slips and these 
are the ones that joined!” 

The students in the “RAOK” 
club work hard to promote 
kindness to others by putting 
up posters that review behavior 
expectations, writing thank 
you cards to teachers and staff 
members, and even holding a 
coin drive to benefit the Roy 
Food Bank, which Herinckx said 
brought in over $200. “And then 
a couple staff members matched 
it so we ended up donating over 
$700!”

The RAOK club then dove into 
“The Great Kindness Challenge.” 
During a spirit week the RAOK 

Club encouraged the student 
body to be kinder towards each 
other in a variety of ways. They 
even spoke each morning during 
the announcements,  using 
quotes from famous people to 
inspire kindness; like this quote 
from Princess Diana: “Carry out a 
random act of kindness, with no 
expectation of reward, safe in the 
knowledge that one day someone 
might do the same for you.”

Also during the week, RAOK 
students manned “kindness 
stations” at recess and had 
students and staff make links 
for a kindness chain and leaves 
for a kindness tree. “The leaves 
are every person’s handprint at 
our school and it’s their promise 
to help make our school a kind 
place,” said Herinckx. Each link 
on the chain was representative 
of a kind act someone at the 
school had experienced that 
week.

Along with promoting a kinder 
school environment, Herinckx 
said the RAOK Club is beneficial 
to both the students involved and 
the students who look up to them. 
“I think they have a greater sense 
of belonging. I also think they’re 
role models for the school. The 
kindergarten teachers told me 
that when their class saw my 
kindness club, the kids started 
acting kinder, like it was trickle 
down effect.”

And the students have seen 
that in action as well. RAOK Club 
member Brionna Thompson said, 
“Today while we were getting 
ready after school, a fifth grader 
helped a kindergartener with her 
backpack.” 

And fellow club member Dylan 
Norman said that’s just one way 
kids can help each other, “They 

could help people out if they 
are in a situation, like people 
are bullying them, or they’re just 
having a really hard time figuring 
out a question, or they just need 
help getting around.”

They may all seem like small 
gestures, but when they’re all 
added up, the world becomes 

a nicer place. Like Aesop said, 
“No act of kindness, no matter 
how small is ever wasted.” And 
Herinckx added, there’s always an 
opportunity for that, “Whenever 
we see a need, we just try to meet 
it,” she said.

“Be kind whenever possible. It 
is always possible.” – Dalai Lama

Senior Feature:  
Lepapa 
     Hunkin

Meet Lapapa Hunkin, one of 
our “Senior Feature” students 
from Spanaway Lake High 
School.  You can learn more 
about him on our website, 
as well as meet other seniors 
every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday through the end of the 
school year.  

To see more of our Senior 
Features, visit www.bethelsd.
org.
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Bethel School District is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and complies with all federal rules 
and regulations, including Title IX, RCW 28A.640, 
RCW 28A.642 and Section 504. Bethel does not 
discriminate on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, 
color, national origin, age, honorably discharged 
veteran or military status, sexual orientation 
including gender expression or identity, the 
presence of any disability, or use of a trained service 
animal by a person with a disability in its programs 
and activities and provides equal access to the 
Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. 
Contact the Assistant Director of Human Resources 
at 253.683.6023 or the Executive Director of Special 
Services at 253.683.6921 with any questions or 
complaints.

Under the Open Records Act, the public is 
afforded full access to information concerning the 
administration and operations of the school district 
(policy 4040). This information is limited to records 
not protected by state and federal privacy laws. 
For more information on access to school district 
records, call the records custodian at 253.683.6000.

I N  B R I E F

PCSC Students advance 
to state competition

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  t h e 
following local Pierce County 
Skills Center students in the state 
SkillsUSA competition.

Damien Bunch, CHS, Criminal 
Justice - CSI; Christine Conner, 
GKHS, Vet Tech - Customer 
Service; Megan Cronk, GKHS, 
Criminal Justice - CSI; Tina 
Freshwater, CHS, Digipen T-Shirt 
Design; Marco Garay, SLHS, 
Criminal Justice; Jaycie Grisso, 
BHS, Criminal Justice - CSI; 
Austin Hahn, GKHS, Fire Science 
- Firefighting; Hayden Jones, 
GKHS, Aerospace Composites - 
Engineering/Technical Design; 
Jonathan Lawson, GKHS, Fire 
Science - Firefighting; Zack 
Lundsford, BHS, Construction 
Trades - Electrical/Construction 
Wiring; Jesus Martinez, BHS, PC 
Networking - Job Interview; Corey 
Mayor, GKHS, Automotive Repair 
- Auto Service; Logan Millard, 
GKHS, Construction Trades- 
Carpentry; Katelynn Munson, 
BHS, Criminal Justice - CSI; Josh 
Oades, BHS, Automotive Repair, 
Auto Maintenance; Hannah 
Porter, GKHS, Criminal Justice 
- CSI; Dan Shipley, GKHS, Fire 
Science - Firefighting.

The state competition will be 
held in Tacoma, April 2-4.

82nd Annual Daffodil 
Festival

 Princesses, school bands and 
the Bethel community float will 
be ‘Shining a Light on Service’ in 
this year’s Grand Floral Parade. The 
event is an annual celebration of 
the community, history, traditions, 
and growth of Pierce County.

The parade starts in downtown 
Tacoma, then winds its way 
through the communities of 
Puyallup, Sumner and Orting.  
More than 180 entries from 
throughout the state participate 
and several of the floats are decked 
out with thousands of freshly cut 
daffodils.  Start times are as follows: 
Tacoma – 10:15 a.m.; Puyallup – 
12:45 p.m.; Sumner – 2:30 p.m.; 
Orting – 5 p.m.. 

The Bethel Community Float 
has been part of the parade since 
1962. If you would like to donate 
time, talents or money to the float, 
help is always welcome. Donations 
can be made c/o the Bethel 
Community Daffodil Association, 
P.O. Box 4579, Spanaway, WA 
98387 or contact Dodie Raden at 
253.683.6050.

O v e r  t h re e - d o z e n  l o c a l 
seniors are contemplating a 
n e w  ‘p a t h w a y ’  a f t e r  h i g h 
school.  Representatives from 
the University of Washington 
Tacoma campus recently visited 
Graham-Kapowsin, Spanaway 
Lake and Bethel high schools to 
congratulate students who had 
applied and been accepted into 
their program.

At each high school reception, 
UWT staff brought purple and 
gold cupcakes and donuts, 
beanies and a packet with more 
detailed information about 

attendance at their school.  The 
goal was to celebrate student 
accomplishments and to help 
them get a better feel for what 
the university has to offer. 
Potential new students asked 
questions about campus life, 
studies, programs of interest 
and even how the university 
interacts with the main Seattle 
campus. They learned about 
facilities, housing and some 
unique learning opportunities, 
like study abroad options and 
the quality and variety of degree 
programs.

 “Sometimes people overlook 
us because we are a small 

campus. But at the end of the day, 
we offer a quality education that’s 
closer to home,” said Brandon 
Moore, UWT admissions adviser.

 Last fall, UWT and the Bethel 
School District entered into the 
Pathway to Promise partnership 
that gives local students assured 
admissions to the university if 
they meet certain criteria.  To gain 
admittance, seniors must meet 
minimum course requirements, 
have a 2.7 or higher cumulative 
grade point average, score 480 or 
higher on each section of the SAT 
or 21 or higher on the ACT, and 

submit a complete application 
including a well-written personal 
statement.

Students selected for the 
program have the next few weeks 
to decide if they will attend UWT 
or go somewhere else. And, for 
those who are uncommitted, 
there is still time to apply.  UWT 
uses a rolling admissions process. 
The deadline for fall quarter is 
June 30.

 About 4,500 students currently 
attend UWT.  It’s a program that 
continues to grow and be popular 
with students, especially in the 
Puget Sound region.

“The busiest bus stop in the 

whole city is ours,” said UWT 
admissions adviser Tracy Norton. 
“We just started as a four year 
school in 2006 and so every 
year we are definitely growing, 
growing, growing, which is great.”

 P a t h w a y s  t o  P r o m i s e 
prepares  students  for  the 
college admissions process and 
strives to make the transition 
to higher education as seamless 
as possible. Working with high 
schools, UWT staff offer campus 
visits and college-planning tools, 
admissions workshops and 
guidance through the application 
process. The program is the only 
one of its kind in Washington state 
that formalizes a partnership 
between a four-year institution 
and a public school district. 

Other participating Pierce 
County school districts include:  
Tacoma, Puyallup, Federal Way 
and Franklin Pierce.

First 5 Fundamentals made a 
surprise presentation to board 
member Brenda Rogers.  They 
have awarded her their Early 
Learning Champion award.  As a 
former preschool director, Rogers 
has a long history of supporting 
initiatives and programs that 
benefit our youngest learners.  
Most recently, she has been 
involved with United Way Pierce 
County and serves as a member 
of their board.

The award recognizes Rogers’ 
relentless commitment to early 
childhood programs.  At the 
meeting she reflected on her 
passion for what small children 
can learn at an early age and 
how current science backs up 
what educators believed many 
years ago.

“Back then, we thought that 
an appropriate early childhood 
education would help really 
small children to learn well 
and to make big strides in their 
social, emotional and intellectual 
development,” she said.  “Now, 
today, well over 40 years later, we 
have brain scans that show that 
we were exactly right.  Children 
at a preschool age can learn more 
than at any other time.”  Rogers 
says that’s why she is proud to 
support all of the early learning 
initiatives in Pierce County.

First 5 Fundamentals helps 
organize the early learning 
movement in Pierce County 
called Project Child Success.  
To lear n more,  v is i t  www.
first5fundamentals.org.

Bethel board member Brenda Rogers was awarded The Early Learning 
Champion award at a recent board meeting.

Pathway to Promise offers new roads to college admission
University of Washington Tacoma

B o a r d  M e m b e r  R e c e i v e s  E a r l y  L e a r n i n g  Aw a r d

Bethel High School celebrates students on the UWT pathway

Author Seymour Simon celebrates non-fiction at Naches Trail.

Author Seymour Simon celebrates non-fiction at Naches Trail.
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I N  B R I E F
2015/16 Calendar
The school board has approved 
dates for the 2015/16 school 
year.  The first day of class is 
Wednesday, Sept. 9, 2015.  The 
last day is Monday, June 20, 
2016.  Other important dates for 
families include:
Thanksgiving Break:  Nov. 26-27
Winter Break:  Dec. 21-Jan. 1
Snow Make-up or Mid-winter 
break:  Feb. 12-16
Spring Break:  April 4-8
A copy of the full calendar should 
be available on the district 
website later this spring.

Ready! for Kindergarten
Parents of children ages 2 to 5 
are invited to join us for Ready! 
for Kindergarten. This 90-minute  
program features interactive 
classes to help get our youngest 
students ready for school. 
Classes will be offered April 14 at 
Thompson and April 16 at Nelson 
elementary schools.

Classes start at 6 p.m. Childcare 
is available. Visit http://prek.
bethelsd.org for info or call 
253.683.6919.

Free Spaghetti Dinner
Back by popular demand is 

our FREE Community Spaghetti 
Dinner. We are once again inviting 
you, your family, neighbors and 
friends to join us Tuesday, Apr. 21 
from 5 to 7 p.m. at Liberty Middle 
School. You can meet our school 
board, talk about your concerns, 
and learn more about growth and 
a possible construction bond in 
our future. For more info, go to 
www.bethelsd.org.

Register for Kindergarten
We are now enrolling for 

kindergarten. All elementary 
schools  offer  free,  al l  day 
programs.  To sign up, your child 
must turn 5-years-old by August 
31, 2015.  A copy of their birth 
certificate, immunization record 
and proof of residency are also 
required.  Enrollment forms are 
available at your neighborhood 
school.  Parents are encouraged 
to sign up early, as our classes fill 
up quickly. For more information, 
visit our website www.bethelsd.
org/pages/bsd403/Welcome/
Registration.

Vaccine Reminder!
Please make sure that your 

immunizations are  up-to-
date.  According to the health 
department, one case of measles 
is considered an outbreak.  It 
there is an outbreak, the impact 
on those diagnosed with measles 
would be an exclusion from 
school for 21 days or the duration 
of the outbreak.  The health 
department’s website has current, 
helpful and relevant information 
about measles as well as low-cost 
immunizations are available.  
For details, visit www.tpchd.org/
resources/immunizations/.

You can also contact your 
school’s health room for more 
information.

Scholarship Quilt Raffle
BEST, the Bethel Educational 

Scholarship Team, is raffling a 
quilt to raise money for student 
scholarships.  Tickets are just 
$1 each and the winner will be 
drawn on June 9.  To purchase 
tickets, call 360.832.1782 or email 
peg2@mashell.com or hbalmer@
comcast.net  All proceeds will 
benefit the BEST Scholarship 
Fund.  Last year, BEST awarded 
more than $80,000 in scholarships 
to local high school seniors.  

An allergic reaction is the response of your body identifying 
things it has been exposed to as a harmful invader.  The response 
can include hives; sneezing, congestion, and runny nose; red, 
itching and watering eyes; and wheezing.  The cough or runny 
nose your child has had for over two weeks could be an allergic 
reaction and not a cold.

It is not known why people develop allergies; however, there 
is some genetic involvement to developing allergies – with two 
allergic parents, it’s a 70% chance.  There are plenty of things to 
trigger allergies in Washington since it is a very green state.  Pollens 
from trees, flowers and grasses can be culprits for  nine months 
out of the year.  Mold is also very prevalent year round.

Some allergies that children develop early can go away as they 
get older. Allergies that develop later usually do not resolve on 
their own. Do not let you or your children put up with allergy 
symptoms. There is evidence that poorly managed allergies can 

lead to ear infections, sinus infections, and asthma.
There are medications for allergies that do not cause drowsiness 

and one dose can last all day. Many of these medications are 
available over the counter. Regular dusting and vacuuming, 
changing heating/air conditioner filters and controlling mold also 
help decrease allergy symptoms.  

So take allergy symptoms seriously and see your doctor. Regular 
medical treatment and lifestyle changes help end sniffling and 
sneezing now and it can also protect from developing more serious 
complications in the future.

For more information on allergies, visit:
www.webmd.com/cold-and-flu/cold-guide/common-cold-or-

allergy-symptoms
www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/allergies/in-depth/

allergy-medications/art-20047403
http://acaai.org.resources/tools/home-allergy-management

Nurses’ Corner:   Seasonal Allergies

S i m o n  s a y s ,  “ S t a r t  w r i t i n g  n o w ! ”
Award-winning children’s 

science writer Seymour Simon 
wrote his first book when he 
was in second grade. It was 
called, “Space Monsters.” “Space 
Monsters” wasn’t a published 
book, but Simon said that didn’t 
matter, “If you want to become 
an author or a writer you begin 
by starting when you’re young!”

Simon told this to students at 
Naches Trail Elementary recently 
and encouraged them not to wait 
until they were “older” to begin 
following their dreams.

Space Monsters later became 
the title for one of Simon’s 
published works, of which there 
are many. “I taught for 25 years 
in the New York City School 
systems,” Simon said.  “My 
first book came out while I was 
teaching and before I stopped 
teaching I had 60 books out.  
Currently I have close to 300.”

Simon read from his books 
and showed pictures from them 
as well. But though his books are 
full of incredible photography, 
his emphasis was on the writing, 
“They say a picture’s worth a 
thousand words,” he said. But 
he noted that the picture could 
only be as big as the page, and 
the kids’ imaginations were a 
much bigger canvas.  “I believe a 

thousand good words are better 
than a picture.”

Then Simon proved it by 
talking about animals like the 
blue whale, whose heart is as 
big as a small automobile and 
whose tongue weighs as much 
as an elephant.  The students 
were enthralled, as was principal 
Sean McKenzie. “It’s so fun for 
me to have a non-fiction event 
at Naches Trail. Non-fiction was 
my life growing up. The best 
present my parents got for us 
was Encyclopedia Americana. We 
lived with those books; we read 
them, we built forts with them.  
Instead of fiction books I’d read 
the letter A. That’s where I grew 
my passion for non-fiction.”

Simon then talked to students  
about aerodynamics and wind 
resistance, which tied into his 
book, Paper Airplanes. That’s 
a book the students were very 
familiar with.  Inspired by the 
book, Naches Trail had been 
holding a paper airplane contest. 
Julie Wilson-Rieder, a teacher at 
Naches Trail, said they sent their 
students to Simon’s website, 
www.seymoursimon.com to find 
the paper airplane instructions.  
“He has a very good kids’ section,” 
she said.  Then each class brought 
their paper airplanes to the gym.   

“Our PE teacher got involved with 
the measurement part and the 
math,” said Wilson-Rieder. “So at 
every PE, each class would come 
in and fly their airplanes.”  

The results were recorded 
on a bulletin board and during  
Simon’s visit, the flight record 
stood at 53 feet, 2 inches.  Simon 
was impressed, and then showed 
the students a video of another 
paper airplane soaring like a 
bird over the streets of New 
York City,  (https://youtu.be/
KZmUaFBCoa0).

After the assembly, Simon 
spent time autographing books 
for students in the school library, 
which was the first place he 
encouraged them to go to when 
they were interested in learning 
more about the world around 
them.  Principal McKenzie 
agreed with that sentiment, 
especially when it came to the 
non-fiction books, “It’s not 
just about a good story,” he 
said.  “The world is fascinating 
enough, it’s more fascinating 
than fiction.”

Author Seymour Simon celebrates non-fiction at Naches Trail.

This spring, Bethel is joining 
all Washington districts and 
others across the nation in 
administering Smarter Balanced 
Assessments.  These tests replace 
the Measurement of Student 
Progress exams and they are 
different.

The days of filling in the bubbles 
and memorizing facts are gone. 
The new assessments align to the 
Common Core State Standards. 
They are more rigorous and 
rely on students to write more, 
think critically, and defend their 
ideas. During the exams, students 
must apply the math and English 
concepts they are learning to real 
world problems.  The feedback 
teachers receive allows them to 
adjust and develop interventions 
to help their students be more 
successful.  They also get a clearer 
picture of what students have 
learned and what they still need 
to know to be college and career 
ready. Only students in grades 3 
through 8 and 11 will participate 
in the Smarter Balanced tests. 

Why the change?
Recent statistics show only 89 

percent of adults in Washington 
have a high school diploma or 
equivalent, and less than half 
of them have a postsecondary 
credential. The state is hoping to 
change that. By 2023, the goal is 
for all adults to have a high school 
diploma and at least 70 percent to 
have a postsecondary credential.

How do the tests work?
Smarter Balanced Assessments 

are taken online using computers 
or tablet devices. They utilize 
Computer Adaptive Testing (CAT), 

which adapts to each child’s 
abilities. As a student answers 
questions correctly or incorrectly, 
the system adjusts the difficulty 
upwards or downwards.

Exams will be given during the 
last 12 weeks of the school year. 
There will be two parts consisting 
of the computer adapted test and 
the performance tasks. Check 
with your school for details about 
when testing will occur.  

What do the Smarter Balanced 
scores mean?

Results of the Smarter Balanced 
Assessment will be available to 
parents, students and teachers 
later this year. They will show 
both student achievement and 
student growth in regards to 
achievement of the Common 
Core State Standards. Math and 
English performance will be 
scored separately on a scale 
from 1 to 4. But, whatever your 
child scores, there is a pathway 
to success.

Keep in mind, this is a new 
system with a new way of 
scoring. It is not possible to 
directly compare new scores with 
old ones. The new assessments 
measure deeper knowledge and 
skills, including problem-solving, 
writing, and critical thinking.

A dip in scores does not 
necessarily indicate a decline 
in student learning or in teacher 
p e r f o r m a n c e .  S c o r e s  a r e 
expected to drop initially and 
then rebound as teachers and 
students become more familiar 
with the standards and are better 
prepared for the exams.

 Five things you should know 

Students participate in Smarter Balanced testing
about Smarter Balanced

1.    Increased difficulty: Smarter 
Balanced requires more complex 
thinking than the MSP or the 
HSPE. It emphasizes careful 
reading and evidence based 
responses, applies math concepts 
to real-life situations and offers 
extended writing tasks.

2.    Computer based: Tests 
are administered electronically.  
Difficulty changes as questions 
are answered right or wrong.

3.    Lower test scores: Initial 
scores are expected to drop, but 
then rebound as students and 
teachers become more familiar 
with the standards and the test.

4.    College and career-ready 
focus: Tests identify learning gaps 
that teachers can address with 
their students to keep them on a 
path to success.   

5.    Who & what is tested: Smarter 
Balanced exams are given to 
students in grades 3-8 and 11.

Not a one-size fits all approach

The new assessments are 
designed to provide accurate 
measures of  achievement 
and growth for all students, 
including those with disabilities 
and English language learners—
allowing these students to 
perform to their potential. 
For students with disabilities, 
the online assessments will 
address visual, auditory, and 
physical access barriers. These 
students will be able to take a 
test individualized to meet their 
needs at the same time as other 
students in their class. Tools 
have also been developed to 
help English language learners 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
regardless of their level of 
proficiency in English. The 
goal of the accommodations 
is to make the assessments 
more accessible and to produce 
results that are valid for these 
students, not to give them an 
advantage over other students.

What’s the difference?
OLD TEST

Paper and pencil

Fill in the bubble
Multiple choice questions

Broad knowledge of topics
Year-end assessment
Reviewed, scored by people

NEW TEST

Computer-based, adapts questions 
to student responses.
Technology-enhanced, interactive
Multiple choice and performance 
tasks
Deeper knowledge of fewer  topics
Optional year-round assessments
Computer generated results, with 
secure reporting system, small 
portion scored by people



  4 bethel pride
MARCH 2015
WWW.BETHELSD.ORG  •  BETHEL PRIDE

What you didn’t know about Challenger High School
   orenzo Floyd had dropped out of school and was 

working two jobs.  He knew he could make more 
money if he finished his high school degree, but it 
wasn’t until met a student that went to Challenger 
High School that he decided to finish what he 
started.  “I was like, since I only have one credit 
left I might as well go and finish and hurry up and 
graduate.  That way, later on, I can go to college”

Floyd’s story is not an unusual one at Challenger, 
the alternative high school in the Bethel School 
District.  From its campus to its schedule, 
Challenger offers an alternative environment for 
students with any number of life issues that get 
in the way of a “traditional” education.

Shawn Foote, Challenger’s visual and comm arts 
teacher said people tend to have misconceptions 

about alternative schools like Challenger; that they were a 
place for “the bad 

kids.”  But he said at 
Challenger that was not 

the case.  “A lot of students 
have jobs.  Students aren’t 

necessarily the troublemakers.  
Maybe they have kids of their 

own already; maybe they have issues 
at home or they just haven’t fit in for 

whatever reason; or they’ve encountered 
some tough times, some of them aren’t pleasant: drugs, gangs, whatever.”  But 
Foote said Challenger welcomed everyone, no matter what their baggage was, 
with open arms.

Principal Jeff Johnson added that some Challenger students have even bigger 
problems, “A lot of our students are what we call McKinney-Vento, they’re homeless 
or unaccompanied youth, and they’re working on their own to make sure they 
finish their high school diploma.”

Smaller Class Sizes
To accommodate students with such a wide variety of life issues, Challenger 

differs from traditional high schools in a number of ways. For starters, the 
number of students in each class is much less than other high schools. “We 
have about 14 or 15 students in each class,” said Alison Von Stein, Challenger’s 
academic counselor. 

“The smaller classes are easier for me because I’m such a shy person,” said 
Mercedez Ingram, a junior at Challenger. “There’s less people so I can actually 
talk in front of the class and it doesn’t bother me.” Less students also means 
the teachers have more time to focus on individual needs, offering more one-
on-one time with the students, so they don’t feel like they’re getting lost in 
the shuffle. “My teachers are really skilled in working with kids with varying 
needs and ability levels, said principal Jeff Johnson. “They really go above and 
beyond to be flexible and help students.”

A Supportive Environment
Graduation is on every high school student’s mind, and looming 

right behind that is the ever present, “what comes next?” Senior Fabi 
Romero said her future was looking brighter thanks to the staff at 
Challenger. “The counselors here are really nice. They really help you 
achieve things that you want in life. For example, they’re trying to 
help me get scholarships so I can get into college.”

“We really try to connect students with the scholarships for colleges 
or BEST (Bethel Educational Scholarship Team) scholarships,” said 
academic counselor Alison Von Stein. “We have students who apply 
and earn those scholarships every year.”

Academic support is one thing, but when it comes to the varying 
needs of the students, Challenger raises the bar with its support 
services. “We have the Bethel Family Center here, right on campus,” said 
Von Stein. “Our school social worker connects students with resources 

L
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What you didn’t know about Challenger High School
and things that can help them out socially and emotionally.” With services like WIC, career assistance and an emergency 
food bank right next door to their classes, Challenger students are able to make appointments before or after their classes. 

A Half-Day Schedule
One thing that’s very different about Challenger is its schedule. To accommodate 

students’ busy lives, Challenger offers two half-day sessions each day, so students 
can work around other commitments in their lives. But Von Stein noted that 
this didn’t mean the educational standards are different. “Our graduation 
requirements at Challenger High School are identical to those of the other three 
comprehensive high schools in our district.”

“We have the core classes just like a traditional school, it’s just we have a 
condensed time frame,” said teacher Shawn Foote. “Where as most traditional 
schools have a semester to go through the material, we have nine weeks to go 
through the same material.” Foote added that meant more emphasis was put 
on students’  independent work outside of the classroom. And that can be a big 
commitment.

“There is a lot of commitment the kids have to make because they are here for 
the half day,” said Dennis Moon, a 20-year veteran teacher at Challenger. “The 
other half day they’re working on practicing some of the skills and some of the 
concepts outside of the classroom. They have the opportunity to get some help 
with online stuff but for the most part it’s a big commitment because they have to be willing to put in that practice outside of here.”

But the shorter school day doesn’t mean there isn’t time for electives. Challenger offers a culinary class as well as Shawn Foote’s art class. “I’m 
glad the district supports it,” he said. “The faulty here supports the arts and it’s a great opportunity for students to discover themselves and learn 
more about what’s going on in the world, who they are, how they fit in, why are they here, those kinds of things.”

An Alternative Campus
Inside the classrooms, Challenger provides an alternative environment 

for students. Looking at those classes from the outside is a bit alternative 
as well. “Our campus right now consists of several portables,” said Von 
Stein. “The nice thing about that is when they [the students] leave a 
classroom, there are open walkways for students to go to the next class. 
Students enjoy that because they are not experiencing the crowded 
hallways they might experience at their neighborhood high school.”

“The bustle is something I don’t miss,” said sophomore Jacob Young. 
“Here it’s not like that. It’s a very open environment with a very low 
amount of students, so you can get a lot more personal with the people 
here too.”

“Everybody knows everybody,” said senior Lorenzo Floyd. “You 
can’t walk down the street without being like, ‘that dude goes to my 
school!’” Challenger’s open campus is reflective of the openness and 
accepting feel of its close-knit community of students. “Students can be 

themselves,” said Foote. “I think that’s key. We don’t have cliques. It’s not necessarily jocks, nerds, outcasts; everybody here’s themselves.”
Jacob Young agreed. “You can be comfortable with yourself here, you don’t have to be afraid. And that’s what’s really nice about 

this school.”

The Alternative Choice
The Bethel community has a lot of unique needs, and principal 

Jeff Johnson said a traditional high school setting just isn’t right 
for everybody. “Challenger’s here to suit the needs of the kids who 
don’t fit in to a traditional six-period day of high school. They need 
flexibility in their life and we provide that for them.”

“I’ve taught here at Challenger for 20 years,” said Dennis Moon. “I 
really love Challenger because it gives me an opportunity to work 
with kids who are wanting to get something that they’ve missed 
somewhere. And it’s great because the kids who come here are 
really motivated to want to accomplish something, but they feel 
like they’ve been let down somewhere in the educational system. 
It gives me the chance to work with them and help them try and 
get reconnected.”

Jacob Young is one of the many students who have felt that reconnection with school. “You know you come here and you’re 
going to get an education worth learning for,” he said. Senior Fabi Romero agreed, “I really feel like Challenger has helped 
me succeed because if it wouldn’t have been for the school and all the nice teachers and students, I feel like I would not be 
progressing as much. I’m really excited to graduate and get my life together.”

And though Challenger is the district’s “alternative choice,” for sophomore Tamiah Wells, it’s not. “Challenger’s a great school. 
It’s my first choice. I plan to be here until I graduate.”

Challenger High School Fun Facts
*  School consists of 14 portable buildings

*  Home of Bethel Family Center
*  Serves grades 9-12

*  315 students currently enrolled
*  14 teachers
*  1 counselor

*  1 social worker
*  6 support staff



This is Ben Brown’s 
third year teaching 
the Japanese language 
at Spanaway Lake 
High School.

What drew you into 
teaching Japanese?

“I went over to Japan 
first in high school as a 
study abroad student.  
So I spent a year in 
Japan and then I kept 
going back; I went 
over for another year 
in college, I graduated 
college and went back 
over to work for a 
couple years.”

What hooked you that 
first time?

“I get asked that a lot.  Maybe I’ve been there so much it just 
feels like home.  I like Japan; it’s a fun place.  I like visiting 
and sushi is delicious but I think I like the language more 
than I have any kind of love affair with the country.  A lot of 
my students choose the language because they’re interested 
in the cultural exports the country has, especially the anime 
and the manga.  They like the idea they’ve built in their heads 
of Japan and that’s a great way to approach the language.”

How many letters are in the Japanese alphabet?

“There are two basic alphabets, with 50 letters in each, that 
you definitely need to know.  After that you start getting into 
the more complex characters.  In the set of Kanji, there are at 
least 1,800 characters, which to people who speak 26 upper-
case and 26 lower-case letters in our English alphabet, sounds 
like a lot.  But even with about 500 Kanji you’re able to read 
something like 70-80% of general materials.”

Can you teach us a word in Japanese?

“I like the idea of being able to say ‘Japanese’ in Japanese.  So 
the word for  the Japanese language is Nihongo.  The country 
is ‘Nihon’ and adding the ‘go’ makes it the language.”

A n n e  Bl e s s i n g 
works in Bethel’s 
Child Nutrition 
department as the 
secretary to the 
director.  This year 
she is celebrating 
h e r  3 0 t h  y e a r 
working in the 
district.  To say 
she’s a local would 
be a  bit  of  an 
understatement.

“I was born, raised 
and married in 
the same house in 
Puyallup.  And I’ve 
lived in Spanaway 
f o r  a l m o s t  4 0 
years now.  My 

two daughters graduated from Bethel High School.  
One is a first grade teacher at North Star and one teaches 
performing arts in Boise.”

What’s your favorite thing about working in Child 
Nutrition?

“I admire the administration and staff in the Child 
Nutrition department and have found that feeding kids 
is way, way, way more complicated that I could have ever 
imagined.  I wish all staff could share in the satisfaction 
of serving over 10,000 quality meals to Bethel students 
daily.”

What’s your favorite school lunch?

“Turkey gravy and mashed potatoes!  That brings 
fond memories to kids.  Turkey gravy is Thanksgiving, 
holidays, family, and friends.  People are so busy today 
and are more inclined to do crock pot foods and things 
they can fix quickly.  So when we serve them mashed 
potatoes and gravy, that’s old-fashioned, home-style 
cooking.   And they get it once a month!”

Alisha Taylor 
is a 7th grade 
math teacher at 
Liberty Middle 
School.   This 
is her first year 
teaching in the 
district.

What made you 
want to become 
a middle school 
math teacher?

“Education runs 
in my family.  
My grandfather 
w a s  a  m a t h 
a n d  h i s t o r y 
t e a c h e r  a n d 
m y  g r a n d m a 
w o r k e d  i n 

schools.  For a long time I wanted to be an engineer, 
like an architectural engineer, because that involves 
the science and the math that I love, but I took a job 
tutoring when I was doing Running Start in high school 
and I decided right about then that teaching was where 
I needed to be.  I have a passion for math and I want to 
pass that on to the kids and make a difference in how 
they view it and their confidence in it.”

What are you teaching your students this week?

“This week we’re doing inequalities.  We’ve been working 
on equations and expressions so they’re taking what 
they’ve learned from that and are now extending it with:  
greater than, less than, greater than or equal to, and less 
than or equal to.”

What do you do when you’re not teaching?

“I am an avid gamer; I play all sorts of things online.  I 
play Minecraft and we actually had a Minecraft club 
here for a while, so I can definitely relate to the kids in 
that way.”
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Bethel schools  and community members are getting 
recognized. Here’s a look at what they’ve been up to. 

Staff Spotlight

In the
Spot light

A
lisha Taylor

A
nne Blessing

Ben Brown

Staff Spotlight is an online weekly feature.   You can read about a new Bethel employee every 
Thursday on our website, www.bethelsd.org.

Congratulations to Debbie Millspaugh, Bethel’s 
Classified Employee of the Year!  Debbie is 
secretary to  Tom Mitchell,  principal at Liberty 
Middle School, and has worked in the district for 
more than 25 years!

At left, James Gentry from Bethel High School 
worked on his robot during this year’s Technology 
and Art Fair.

Congratulations to BHS JROTC Cadets Erick Mock 
and Emily Petry who were recently awarded the 
Patrick Henry Award by the Military Order of 
World Wars for outstanding patriotic activities in 
our community!

Every year High School students who are part of 
Washington State Thespians meet on one of two 
University Campuses to take classes from world class 
clinicians in all the performance areas of theatre. They 
learn about new plays, new theatre improvisation 
games, how to sing in a musical theater style, and 
how to create wonderful characters on stage. This 
year for the first time the newly formed Washington 
State Thespian Junior organization will join in on the 
fun at the Western Washington University campus in 

Bellingham. Students who are in the 6th, 7th and 8th grades 
from throughout the state will attend.  

Elk Plain’s Friends of the Arts organization has made 
it possible for six students to attend this wonderful day 
of workshops and performances. All of the students 
representing Elk Plain are part of the cast of Shrek Jr., the 
school’s musical that will be opening in June.

Students attending The Washington State Jr. Thespian 
Festival are Marley Ray, Alexis Ellison, Emmaline Schmidt, 
Connor Timney, Kristian De Sagus, and Jonathan Baccus. 
Mary Ellen Gilmour, EPSOC’s theater specialist will be 
their thespian leader along with several chaperones who 
will also be able to observe and take part in the workshops.

Junior thespians invade Western 
Washington University campus
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I N  B R I E F

Sport:  Soccer
Positions:  
Plans to study:  Undecided

Bethel School District is 
proud to honor athletes 
who will be continuing 
t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n 
while competing in 
college sports.  We 
congratulate each of 
them on all of their 
accomplishments and 
wish them continued 
success!

Spanaway Sentinels Special 
O l y m p i c s  t e a m  w i n s  g o l d !

Congratulations to the Spanaway Sentinels 
Special Olympics basketball team for their 
gold medal win in Wenatchee!

The basketball team went 3-0 winning their 
first game against the Spokane Panthers, 
34-32.  They then beat the Bellingham Boon, 
48-28, for the chance to play for the gold 
against Spokane again.  After a fantastic 

S L H S  S e n i o r  t o 
represent U.S. in Italy

Spanaway Lake High School 
senior Lakiem Williams will 
represent the United States in 
Italy as a member of the American 
Football Worldwide Elite Team.

Wi l l i a m s,  a l o n g  w i t h  h i s 
teammates in the AFW Elite, will 
participate in an international 
game against an Italian national 
team in Milan on April 4.

This past fall, Williams played 
running back and linebacker for 
the Sentinels.  He rushed to 1,120 
years, scored 15 touchdowns and 
accumulated 85 tackles during 
the season.  He was named to the 
All-State team as a running back 
and a linebacker and received 
both team and Tanoa Bowl most 
valuable player honors.  He will 
attend Stillman College in the fall.

G K H S  A l u m  n a m e d
All-American Wrestler

Former Graham-Kapowsin 
High School  grappler,  Joe 
Gomez, earned All-American 
status.  The former high school 
standout received the honors at 
the NCAA Division II Wrestling 
Championships.  

Over the two-day competition, 
Gomez lost to national champion 
Romero Cotton of Nebraska 
Kearney and posted victories over 
Chris Di Lorio of LIU Post and 
Francisco Rentana of Colorado 
Mesa to secure his All-American 
standing.  

Gomez is  Northern State 
University’s first All-American 
wrestler since National Champion 
and four-time All-American Matt 
Meuleners.

W I A A  C h e e r l e a d i n g 
C h a m p i o n s h i p s

Congratulations to all three 
high school cheer squards on 
their top 10 finishes at State!

BHS:  2nd place, co-ed non-
tumbling division

GKHS:  6th place, large no-
tumbling division

SLHS:  3rd place, super large 
non-tumbling division

battle, the Sentinels were victorious, 36-31.  
Everyone showed great determination and 
tremendous sportsmanship!

Congratulations to Andy Scott, Leo 
Dutra-Beltran, Matthew Hawes, Megan 
Becker, Jalen Bishop, Cody Schutt, Ben 
Hilton and Joshua Lucero, as well as all of 
the coaches!

M i d d l e  S c h o o l  S p o r t s  C h a n g e sW e  w a n t  t o  t a k e  a 
b r i e f  m o m e n t  t o 
co n g rat u l at e  a l l  o f  o u r 
t a l e n t e d  e l e m e n t a r y, 
middle and high school 
m u s i c i a n s  w h o  h a v e 
b e e n  p a r t i c i p a t i n g 
i n  r e g i o n a l  a n d  s t a t e 
l e ve l  co m p e t i t i o n s.

The following high school musicians 
were recently selected for the 2015 All-
Northwest and All-State Honor Groups:
All-Northwest Mixed Choir  BHS: 
Brandon Reid; GKHS: Julie Linkhorst; 
SLHS: Brett Agulke, Cody Stevenson, 
Shaina Stuckey, Elijah Umipeg, Kayla 
Waycaster and Delynnia Woitt
All-State Orchestra

BHS: Lexi Harkrider
All-State Mixed Choir

GKHS: Sharee Bentley, Kaitlin Heller, 
Nate Infausto, Jarrett Larson and Alyssa 
Stull; SLHS: Hailee Ray and Undre Reed
All-State Band

BHS: Austin Marron; GKHS: Shannon 
Boyd

We are also thrilled to announce our 
WMEA Junior All-State Choir and Junior 
All-State Honor Groups!
Junior All-State Choir

Nelson ES: Blake Stone; Spanaway ES: 
Amber Cassube-Bosser; Frontier MS: Julia 
Fehr
Junior All-State Honor Groups

Cougar MS: Raven Biehner, Mixed Choir 
(soprano) and Thomas Ortega All-State 
Orchestra (cello); Frontier MS: Payton 
Nguyen All-State Band (clarinet) and 
Cassandra Fehr Treble Choir (soprano)

And, best wishes to these students who 
may be representing our district at the State 
Solo and Ensemble Contest in Ellensburg 
on April 24-25:
Finalists, competing at State

Kayla Waycaster, Soprao Solo, SLHS; 
Keelie Hyppa, Mezzo Soprano Solo, BHS; 
Brett Gaulke, Bass Solo, SLHS; SLHS Men’s 
Choir, Men’s Laarge Ensemble, SLHS

Alternates to State
Shaina Stuckey, Alto Solo, SLHS; GKHS 

Women’s Ensemble, Women’s Large 
Ensemble, GKHS; GKHS Rhapsody, Large 
Mixed Ensemble, GKHS; Sharee Bentley, 
Soprano Solo, GKHS; Heather Zwosta, 
Alto Solo, BHS; Liam Kerschner, Tenor 
Solo, SLHS; Nathaniel Infausto, Baritone 
Solo, GKHS; Mostly Senior Women’s 
Quartet, Women’s Small Ensemble, SLHS; 
Senior-Junior Mixed Quartet, Mixed Small 
Ensemble, SLHS

Athletes and parents, take note.  Starting 
next year, several middle school sports 
schedules will be changing.  Football, 
volleyball and girls cross-country are moving 
to spring. Baseball, fastpitch and track will 
now be played in the fall. Basketball, wrestling 
and girls soccer will continue to be offered 
during the winter season. 

Schools, as well as the district’s athletics 
department are making this switch to provide 
a better sports program for kids and to avoid 
the countless problems that have hampered 
spring and fall activities. 

Each spring, unpredictable weather, a 
shortage of umpires, and field conditions 
wreak havoc on middle school schedules. 
Because of WIAA regulations, high schools are 
given priority for completing their schedules, 
in preparation for district and state level 
competitions. Since there is some scheduling 
overlap across all secondary programs, 
middle school baseball and fastpitch games 
are often canceled, moved or rescheduled as 
double headers.   Just last year, poor weather 
extended the high school baseball and 
fastpitch seasons, leaving middle schools 

with no choice but to double-up games and 
reduce innings to complete their seasons. 

In the fall, the availability of fields and gym 
space creates challenges for volleyball and 
football practices and games. 

A recent review of other athletic programs 
from around the region found that several 
districts had flip-flopping spring and fall 
seasons. In most, if not all cases, this move 
alleviated the pressure caused by limited 
field and gym space, the lack of referees and 
umpires, and other weather-related issues.   

The district organizes and operates 
athletics programs for grades 7-12 in 
compliance with the South Puget Sound 
League, West Central Districts and the 
Washington Interscholastic Activities 
Association.  Opportunities for participation 
are available at both the middle school and 
high school levels in a variety of sports. 

In addition to school-based athletics, 
the district works in partnership with 
Bethel Recreation, a local non-profit, to 
provide additional programs for children in 
Kindergarten through sixth grade.



D I S T R I C T  C A L E N D A R

APRIL
Apr. 1-3:  Spring Break (No 
School)

Apr. 10:  HS End of 3rd 
Quarter/Report Card Prep, 
Early Dismissal

Apr. 11:  Daffodil Parade, 
Various times/locations

Apr. 14:  School Board 
Meeting, ESC, 7 p.m.

Apr. 21: Free Community 
Spaghetti Dinner, LMS, 5-7 
p.m.

Apr. 24: Bethel At the Ballpark: 
Celebrating 65 Years, 7 p.m., 
Cheney Stadium

Apr. 28:  School Board 
Meeting, TE, 7 p.m.

MAY
May 6:  Late Arrival

May 12: School Board 
Meeting, ESC, 7 p.m.

May 19-21:  Secondary 
Conferences, Early Dismissal

May 22:  Snow Make-up or 
Spring Break (No School)

May 29:  MS/Elementary 
Report Card Prep, Early 
Dismissal

JUNE
June 3:  Late Arrival

June 10:  School Board 
Meeting, NSE, 7 p.m.

June 10:  Graduation 
Ceremony  / Challenger HS, 2 
p.m. @ PLU Olson Auditorium

June 11:  Graduation 
Ceremony / Bethel HS, 1 p.m. 
@ Tacoma Dome

June 11:  Graduation 
Ceremony / Graham-Kapowsin 
HS, 4 p.m. @ Tacoma Dome

June 11:  Graduation 
Ceremony / Spanaway Lake 
HS, 7 p.m. @ Tacoma Dome

June 15:  Last Day of School 
(Early Dismissal)

June 23:  School Board 
Meeting, ESC, 7 p.m.

MARCH 2015
BETHEL PRIDE  •  WWW.BETHELSD.ORG8 bethelcelebrates

Stanley Chapin, President
253.847.1614
schapin@bethelsd.org

Warren Smith, Vice-President
253.531.2211
wsmith@bethelsd.org

John Manning
253.537.5521
jmanning@bethelsd.org 

Amy Pivetta Hoffman
253.720.3020
apivettaho@bethelsd.org

Brenda Rogers
360.893.5425
brogers@bethelsd.org

B S D  S C H O O L  B O A R D

Ar t Fair 2015

“Girl with Braids”
Nestor Salazar
12th Grade, SLHS

“Cityscape”
Lauren Choi
Kindergarten, FE

“Blossom”
Delmaris Jones
9th Grade, GKHS

“My White Dog”
Marissa Robbins
5th Grade, EPSOC

“Sun/Moon”
Kylend Woods-Gibson
8th Grade, LMS

“Modern Fruit”
Brayden Evanger
9th Grade, BHS

“Patchwork Pumpkin”
Lisa Thompson
12th Grade, BHS

“Anthomania”
Cory Salander
12th Grade, GKHS

“Aries”
Katie Harris
8th Grade, SMS

“Go Paddle a Canoe”
Name Withheld
4th Grade, KE

“Frog on Lilly Pad”
Sienna Altergott
1st Grade, EPSOC

“Nature at Work”
Courtney Campbell
10th Grade, GKHS

“Architecture Sculpture”
Scarlett Turpin
2nd Grade, FE


