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I N  T H E  D I S T R I C T

Thompson Elementary’s S.W.A.T. Team

Before school at Thompson 
Elementary, the gym is filled 
with students practicing some 
pretty non-traditional skills. 
Kids cross the gym on unicycles 
while dribbling basketballs, while 
others juggle, jump around on 
pogo sticks or tuck and tumble 
practicing gymnastics. Health and 
fitness teacher Matt McMaster 
calls it the S.W.A.T. Team.

S.W.A.T. is an acronym for 
Students With Athletic Talents. 
And whether they’re hula hooping, 
rope skipping or doing both at the 
same time, the skills these kids are 
developing are quite impressive. 
And McMaster said, it all begins in 

his gym class. “These kids learn 
these skills in their regular P.E. 
program, and once they reach 
a certain qualifying level, then 
they can come 
to practice.”

T h o u g h 
s o m e  o f  t h e 
s k i l l s  s e e m 
like individual 
achievements, 
the students 
work as a team 
t o  n o t  o n l y 
combine their 
t a l e n t s ,  b u t 
to cheer each 
other on. “We’re 

Thompson Elementary’s S.W.A.T. Team (Students With Athletic Talents) is using their unique set of skills - including 
gymnastics, juggling and unicycling - to motivate themselves and their peers!

a family, really,” McMaster said, 
“because we work so closely 
together, and we’re there to 
encourage each other.”

Watching two students on 
unicycles barrel towards each 
other would make anyone a bit 
nervous, but the kids quickly 
adjust, grab hands as they pass 
each other and spin around 
in circles before letting go and 
continuing on their way. Some 
spin only once or twice, while 
others attempt to push the limits, 
“This is a new world record!” said 
one as he and his friend spun 
round and round.

M c M a s t e r  w a s  n e w  t o 
Thompson Elementary this year, 
but his history of motivating 
students in our district goes back 
two decades. “I did this for 20 
years at Spanaway Elementary, it 
was called the Pacers. I wanted to 
give the kids something positive 
to look for when they came to 
the gym. I’m really laying the 
foundation to what we’re going 
to be building upon for the years 
to come. My goal for these kids is 
to be able to take them out into 
the community and perform 
for other elementary schools 
doing positive, motivational 
assemblies.”

The S.W.A.T Team has already 
performed an assembly at 
Thompson and there are more to 
come in the future. Students and 
staff in the audience were wowed 
and the team members loved it as 
well. “It’s just a way to let all my 
talents out,” said Laylani, one of 
S.W.A.T.’s gymnasts.

It’s pretty exciting for McMaster 
as well. “It’s just so much fun to 
be able to stand back and watch 
what their hard work has really 
accomplished.”

Sixth grade filmmakers make stop-motion magic!
that I look at a YouTube video of 
stop-motion photography and 
thought it might be kind of  fun 
for them. So I showed them the 
video and instantly they had a 
thousand ideas.”

Jones had a bin of small, 
colorful erasers in different 
shapes – shoes, balls, stars, hearts 
– that she gave out as prizes 
to the younger students. She 
brought it out for the sixth-grade 
moviemakers and soon little 
shoes were kicking soccer balls 
across the desks, and hearts and 
stars were dancing across the 
iPad screens.

Through trial and error the 
students perfected their craft. 

Sixth grader Aylla 
Franklin said the 
way you moved 
a soccer ball was 
just as important 
a s  w h e r e  y o u 
were moving it 
to. “Not just them 
m ov i n g  i n  t h e 
same position, 
they’d spin too, 
so it’d look like it’s 
actually moving.”

“They are self-assessing all the 
time,” said Jones. “They’ll make 
a little bit of a movie and they’ll 
pop it up there on the screen 
and it gives them some instant 
feedback on what it looks like. 
Or their friends will say, ‘No, 
you should have done this,” so 
that assessment piece ongoing 
is great.”

One of Jones’ students had 
used the app before at home, 
and in fact had made some 
pretty intricate stop-motion 
movies. He brought his expertise 

to class and immediately began 
thinking outside the box. “Michael 
is reenacting The Pit and The 
Pendulum. He has drawn his own 
scenery and he is going to reenact 

the entire story using erasers.” 
The part of the pendulum was 
played by a pair of scissors that 
swing closer and closer to the 
story’s hero. You can see part of 
Michael’s video at www.youtube.
com/BethelSchools.

Students really blossomed 
w h e n  g i v e n 
t h a t  r o o m 
for creativity. 
“ W h e n  I ’ m 
doing a creative 
project I feel 
free,” said sixth 
grader Breanna 
L i t t l e .  A n d 
J o n e s  l o v e d 
the enjoyment 
she saw on her 
students’ faces. 
“No one has said, ‘Do I have to 
do this?’ like they sometimes do 
with other assignments. They are 

just so thrilled and so excited to 
come to class everyday and that, 
as a teacher, is worth so much.”

Though this is just one example 
of how iPads are being used, Elk 

Plain students 
h a v e  b e e n 
u s i n g  t h e m 
i n  a  v a r i e t y 
o f  d i f f e r e n t 
ways, and they 
a g r e e d  t h e 
technology had 
changed their 
c l a s s r o o m s . 
“ I t  m a k e s 
us feel  more 
c o m f o r t a b l e 
and not like, 
‘Oh great  . . . 
we’re going to 
school.’ We get 
to use iPads, it’s 

like, ‘Woo-hoo! We get to go to 
school!’” said Taylor.

That excitement for learning 
is equally exciting for teachers 
like Jones. “Now, they’re free to 
do whatever their imagination 
requires them to do. It’s fabulous, 
they are so engaged! The sooner 

we can get everybody on iPads, I 
think the more exciting it’s going 
to be.”

Thanks to the passing of last 
year’s technology levy, iPads 
are starting to be distributed 
to students across the district. 
With the influx of technology, 
classrooms are changing and 
teachers are finding new and 
innovative was to engage their 
students.

New apps are allowing iPads to 
be used in very creative ways to 
promote student learning in core 
subjects as well as in electives. 
Sixth grade students at Elk Plain 
School of Choice are using their 
iPads in technology class to bring 
their imaginations to life.

Using an app called Stop 
Motion Studio, students are 

creating stop-motion movies. 
Stop motion is where a filmmaker 
takes a picture of an object, moves 
it slightly, takes another picture, 
moves it again, and so on.  The 
app captures the hundreds of 
photographs and, in the words 
of sixth grader Taylor Babbel, “It 
smashes it all together to make, 
like, one big movie.”

Elk Plain’s technology teacher 
Corie Jones said the idea for the 
project came from a suggestion 
from one of the kids’ teachers, 
“One of their teachers suggested 

Sixth grade students at Elk Plain School of Choice are 
making the most of the district’s recent technology levy.  
Using an app on their iPads called Stop Motion Studio, 
students are bringing their imaginations to cinematic 
life in technology class.

HIGH SCHOOL
GRADUATION DATES 

In June, hundreds of Bethel  
area students will graduate 
from high school. Here is a list 
of the upcoming ceremonies:  

Bethel High School
•	 June 11: Graduation at 

Tacoma Dome, 1 p.m.
Challenger High School
•	 June 10: Graduation at 

PLU Olson Auditorium, 
2 p.m.

Graham-Kapowsin HS
•	 June 11: Graduation at 

Tacoma Dome, 4 p.m.
Spanaway Lake HS
•	 June 11: Graduation at 

Tacoma Dome, 7 p.m. 
Transitions Program
•	 June 5 :  Graduation at 

Frontier Park, 12 p.m.

Tickets are required for 
attending Tacoma Dome 
g r a d u a t i o n  c e re m o n i e s . 
Seniors will be allotted tickets 
from their school and can 
request more if needed. 

Because of construction in 
downtown Tacoma, students 
and families are encouraged 
to allow for some extra time  
fro parking and to get to the 
event. 

u p d a t e

2015
construction
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bethelpride
Bethel Pride is produced by the 
Bethel School District. 

Krista Carlson:
Communications Director,  
Bethel Pride Editor; 253.683.6051; 
kcarlson@bethelsd.org

Bethel Pride Contributors:
Doug Boyles and Timra Knox

Bethel School District is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and complies with all federal rules 
and regulations, including Title IX, RCW 28A.640, 
RCW 28A.642 and Section 504. Bethel does not 
discriminate on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, 
color, national origin, age, honorably discharged 
veteran or military status, sexual orientation 
including gender expression or identity, the 
presence of any disability, or use of a trained service 
animal by a person with a disability in its programs 
and activities and provides equal access to the 
Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. 
Contact the Assistant Director of Human Resources 
at 253.683.6023 or the Executive Director of Special 
Services at 253.683.6921 with any questions or 
complaints.

Under the Open Records Act, the public is 
afforded full access to information concerning the 
administration and operations of the school district 
(policy 4040). This information is limited to records 
not protected by state and federal privacy laws. 
For more information on access to school district 
records, call the records custodian at 253.683.6000.

I N  B R I E F
Free lunches for kids

Children can eat for free 
t h i s  s u m m e r  t h ro u g h  t h e 
district’s Simplified Summer 
Food program. Lunches will be 
available to all kids ages 1 to 18 
from June 22 through August 14. 
Sites will be open from 11:30 a.m. 
to 12:15 p.m. each day, Mondays 
through Fridays, except July 3. 
Locations are as follows:

Evergreen Elementary
Thompson Elementary
Shining Mountain Elementary
Spanaway Elementary
This program is made possible 

with support  from the US 
Department of Agriculture.  All 
children in the community can 
participate.

G o t  q u e s t i o n s ?  Co n t a c t 
Child Nutrition Services at 
253.683.6912.

****************
T h e  U S  D e p a r t m e n t 

o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  p r o h i b i t s 
discrimination against  i ts 
customers, employees, and 
applicants for employment on 
the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, sex, gender 
identity, religion, reprisal, and 
where applicable, political beliefs, 
marital status, familial or parental 
status, sexual orientation, or 
all or part of an individual’s 
income is derived from any 
public assistance program, or 
protected genetic information in 
employment or in any program 
or activity conducted or funded 
by the Department. (Not all 
prohibited bases will apply to all 
programs and/or employment 
activities.)

If you wish to file a Civil 
Rights program complaint of 
discrimination, complete the 
USDA Program Discrimination 
Complaint Form, found online 
at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/
complaint_filing_cust.html or 
at any USDA office, or call (866) 
632-9992 to request the form.  You 
may also write a letter containing 
all of the information requested 
in the form. Send your completed 
complaint form or letter to us 
by mail at U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Director, Office of 
Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Avenue S.W., Washington, D.C. 
20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7224 
or email at program.imake@
usda.gov.

Individuals who are deaf, 
hard of hearing or have speech 
disabilities may contact USD 
through the Federal Relay Service 
at (800) 877-8339; or (800) 845-
6136 (Spanish).

USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer. 

Award winning principals Kim Hanson, Evergreen; Tamie Wright, 
Centennial; Julie Baublits, Spanaway Lake 

Two PCSC teachers receive CenturyLink grants
In a special ceremony last 

week, CenturyLink surprised the 
entire Pierce County Skills Center 
staff by awarding two prestigious 
grants from the Clarke M. Wil-
liams Foundation.

Adam Scroggins, who teaches 
PC Hardware and Computer 
Repair, will receive $4,723.75 
for his project Introduction to 
Internet of Things (IoT) that al-
lows students to program and 
replicate ‘smart home’ automa-
tion through the use of Littlebits 
technology.

Joseph Davin, the school’s 
Criminal Justice instructor will 
be awarded $5,000 for his project, 

Improving Student Fitness Level 
with the Integration of Personal-
ized Technology, which allows 
instructors to safely monitor 
students as they evaluate their 
personal fitness data; track their 
progress and modify personal 
benchmarks with the ultimate 
goal of reaching the industry-
standards for physical fitness.

CenturyLink was extremely 
impressed with both proposals. 
Officials say it’s extremely rare 
for two teachers from the same 
school to be awarded grants si-
multaneously. Congratulations, 
PCSC! PCSC CenturyLink grant recipients Adam Scroggins (left) and Joseph Davin 

(right) display their awards.

The Art Crate Finish Line has been dedicated to the memory of 
longtime Bethel teacher and athletic supporter Mike MacDonald. His 
wife and three sons, as well as their families were on hand to receive 
plaques commemorating the award. Then, teams from all three high 
schools competed in the first-ever Mike MacDonald Memorial Track 
Meet. “Mr. Mac” started teaching in Bethel in 1965 and retired in 1998. 
He stayed active in the district by substitute teaching and assisting with 
sports events. In 2013, the WSSAAA recognized him for his dedication 
and service to student athletics. 

Pictured above: BHS Athletic Director Al Barnes and Mrs. McDonald.  

Art Crate finish line, track meet 
dedicated to former teacher

At an assembly in May, Graham Fire chief Ryan Baskett (right) 
and his staff recognized Graham-Kapowsin High School for a job 
well done. The chief stressed the importance of being prepared for 
emergencies and knowing CPR. Then, he presented principal Matt 
Yarkosky (left) with two plaques to be placed in the school to honor 
and recognize the students and staff who saved a life.  GK sophomore 
Nathan Anderson collapsed March 10 in the school’s band room 
after suffering complications of Wolf-Parkinson-White Syndrome, 
an electrical problem with his heart.  Two students and several staff 
members adminstered CPR and used an AED in the rescue effort.

Graham Fire recognizes GKHS 
for saving a student’s life

Bethel High students Arabella 
Diehl and Kassandra Kalina 
will represent Washington State 
at the National History Day 
competition held June 13 – 
18, 2015 at the University of 
Maryland.  Diehl and Kalina 
qualified with their exhibit, The 
Beats Go On,  which profiled the 
cultural significance of the “Beat 
Generation” literary movement.  

Their accomplishment is just 
one of the many made by an 
outstanding BHS team. Twenty-
eight Bethel students competed 
in the state championships on 
May 2 at Green River Community 
College.  And, of their 16 entries, 

seven made it to the final round 
of judging. 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  t h e 
following students who placed 
at the State History Day event:

•	 A r a b e l l a  D i e h l  a n d 
Kassandra Kalina; Group 
Exhibit, The Beats Go On,  
2nd place.  They will be 
advancing to national 
competition.

•	 Annalisa Klein, Emily Petry 
and Allegra Sellers; Group 
Exhibit, Dixy Lee Ray, 3rd 
place

•	 Eric Mock and Jamie Terry; 
Group Exhibit, Augustus 
Caesar, 4th place.

•	 Zoe Sundberg; Individual 
Exhibit, Joseph Goebbels, 5th 
place and the Laura Boone 
Spirit of History Day Award.

•	 Nathan Bariel ,  Stephen 
Hornyak and Riley Ruckman; 
G r o u p  D o c u m e n t a r y, 
Albert Einstein 5th place 
and Explorer’s Award for 
investigations of science.

•	 Charlotte Casler, Elizabeth 
Elton and Kenisha Tabb; 
Group Performance, Eleanor 
Roosevelt:  First Lady of 
Legacies, 5th place.

•	 Jordan Jackson; Individual 
Performance, Malcolm X, 
6th place.

•	 Ella  Austin;  Individual 
Exhibit, Leadership and 
Legacy of John Muir, E. 
Clampus Vitus Award 

***

The National History Day 
competition hosts the best 
projects from all 50 states, 
Department of Defense schools 
overseas, and an array of elite 
private schools across Asia. Over 
700,000 students participate 
in the program each year. This 
year’s theme was Leadership and 
Legacy in History.           

Bethel students selected for National History contest

Eight schools get awards for excellence from OSPI

In April, Spanaway Lake High 
School hosted the Washington 
Achievement Awards. Each year, 
OSPI gives out these awards to 
honor and acknowledge high 
performing schools throughout 

the state. This year, over 400 
schools were honored by OSPI, 
including eight Bethel area 
schools.

Congratulations to the following 
schools on a job well done: 

Bethel High School, High 
Progress

G r a h a m - Ka p ow s i n  Hi g h 
School, High Progress

Spanaway Lake High School, 
High Progress 

Liberty Middle School, High 
Progress 

Spanaway Middle School, 
English Language Acquisition

Centennial Elementary, Math 
Growth 

Evergreen Elementary, English 
Language Acquisition

Rocky Ridge Elementary, 
English Language Acquisition

Washington Achievement 
Awards are given in six categories. 
Winners are selected using the 
State Board of Education Revised 
Achievement Index and are based 
on statewide assessment data for 
the past three years. 
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About 25 children and teens drown every year in Washington. 
Most of them happen while swimming, boating or just playing 
in or near water. We have an abundance of water sources for 
recreation in our area: sound/ocean, lakes and rivers.  Rivers are 
especially dangerous now. The weather is warming up and the 
snow is melting and flowing into the rivers making them fuller, 
faster and colder. The dangers in rivers can be very deceptive. They 
may look calm, but there can be floating logs under the water and 
unseen currents. The cold temperatures of the water can sap the 
energy even of experienced swimmers.

Here are some water safety guidelines:

•	 Swim in an area with a lifeguard present.

•	 Do not swim where two rivers come together since the 
currents are very high in those areas.

•	 Be cautious of sudden drop-offs in lakes and rivers. Even 
people wading along the shore of rivers should wear life 
jackets.

•	 Don’t put more people in the boat than is recommended.

•	 Every one should wear a life jacket. It is a law that 

Nurses’ Corner:   Water Safety

I N  B R I E FPCSC Sports Med students wrap up the year (and each other)
Usually when you hear that 

someone has had their ankle 
or wrist wrapped, something 
has gone wrong. But at the 
Pierce County Sills Center, Phil 
Cappetto, PCSC’s pre-physical 
therapy and sports medicine 
instructor, says a wrapped ankle 
is a good thing … unless it was 
done wrong.

“Taping is a great way to apply 
that anatomy [lesson]. ‘I’m taping 
around the carpals because I 
want to avoid a sprain of a wrist. 
I’m trying to prevent certain 
movement at a joint. I’m trying to 
prevent hyper-extension.’ It’s not 
only learning what the terms are 
but being able to utilize them in 
an athletic training room.”

Students in Cappetto’s class 
not only tape wrists and ankles, 
but they learn how to use devices 
common in training rooms, like 
ultrasound machines. “We do 
lots of hands-on,” said Cappetto. 
“We also have a P.E. component 
of class, so students get to try 
rehabilitation exercises or 
conditioning techniques. We 
also play some games and do 
some teambuilding, so that’s a 
lot of fun.”

That hands-on atmosphere is 

a plus for Tatyana Mott, a junior 
at Spanaway Lake High School. 
For her, the class combines two 
of her passions. “I’m an athlete, 
so I play a lot of sports, and I like 
helping people. So I thought that 
putting the two together would be 
a perfect mashing of what I want 
to do with my career.”

Destiny Lewis is also a junior 
at SLHS. She said the smaller 
class sizes at the Skills Center 
give her a better opportunity to 
learn. “It’s a smaller setting and so 
you’re able to get that one-on-one 
connection with your teacher. 
We’re able to ask more questions 
and get help if needed.”

With just a year until her 
graduation, Lewis is looking 
towards a future in sports 
medicine. “I want to be an athletic 
trainer,” she said. “In the future 
I’m going to be able to help 
athletes feel better and be back 
in their sport.”

No matter the dream job, 
Cappetto encourages his students 
all the same, whether they’re 
eyeing a career as a trainer or 
an orthopedic surgeon. “This is 
a great first step,” he said. “For 
pre-physical therapy or physical 
therapist assistant it would be 

recreational boats must carry one U.S. Coast Guard 
approved life jacket for every person in the boat.

•	 Don’t drink while piloting watercraft.

•	 Wear a life jacket that fits. Children should wear life jackets 
that fit snugly around the chest and only rise a few inches 
when you pull them up. It is the law in Washington that 
children 12 years and younger must wear a life-jacket that 
fits them when on moving boats that are less than 19 feet 
in length. 

•	 Be good role models for your children. Your child will be 
more likely to wear a life jacket when you are not present if 
you wear one also.

•	 If your teenagers are going to the beach, river or lake, know 
where they are going, who they are going with, and when 
they plan to be home.

•	 Sign your child up for swim lessons. 

More information can be found at www.seattlechildrens.org/
classes-community/community-programs/drowning-prevention/

Cavalcade of Authors West
98 secondary students from 

the Bethel School District were 
among the 250 students from 
across the south Sound who were 
invited to attend the first annual 
Cavalcade of Authors West.

Cavalcade of Authors West 
was founded by two teacher-
librarians from our district, 
Carina Pierce from Cougar 
Mountain Middle School and 
Carrie Willenbring from Bethel 
Middle School; with help from 
Virginia Larsen from Ferrucci 
Junior High, Kari Bradley from 
Curtis Junior High, and Pacific 
Lutheran University librarian 
Lizz Zitron.

The event was held at PLU 
where students were able to work 
personally with 16 middle grade 
and young adult authors from 
around the country.  The authors 
were chosen with a special 
interest in celebrating Pacific 
Northwest authors.  Among them 
were some pretty well-known 
faces including Marissa Meyer – 

author of The Lunar Chronicles 
series, Richelle Mead – author 
of the Vampire Academy series, 
and Kau Kibuishi – author of the 
Amulet series.

The goal of Cavalcade of 
Authors West was to give students 
an authentic writing conference 
experience, learning from their 
ultimate mentors:   the authors of 
the books they are reading.  And 
from their reactions, the students 
loved it:

“One of my favorite things 
about the Cavalcade of Authors 
was how I got to not only meet 
so many inspirational authors, 
but also learn things regarding 
the creation process of books.” 
– Maddi

“It helped me think about 
developing my characters in a 
story.  I also like learning about 
her books and about different 
classic plots authors use – they 
just put their own twist on one.” 
– Sophia

“I could hardly tell that an 

hour had gone by.  I was having 
so much fun and everyone in the 
room was a riot.  Lish (McBride) 
also was very down to earth, it 
was surprisingly easy to talk to 
her.” – Emily

Co-founder Carina Pierce 
said the planning for next year’s 
Cavalcade of Authors West is 

already underway.  It will be 
held on Saturday, April 30, 2016 
at PLU.

Cavalcade of Authors West 
works in conjunction with its 
sister organization, Cavalcade of 
Authors, which is located in the 
Tri-Cities area of Washington.

Spanaway Lake High School students show off the autographs they 
acquired at the first annual Cavalcade of Authors West. (L to R) Jewel 
Callagan, Ruth Rios, Kia Addison, Mariel Liebentritt, Jordan Lundquist-
Kohlman, Emily Nelson.

two years at a community college. 
Athletic training is a four-year 
degree. So it really gives them a 
leg up on their competition. If they 
have more experience, it’s going to 
make them stand out.”

Cappetto also fosters career 
exploration by bringing guest 
speakers to the classroom, as 
well as taking his students to 
taping demonstrations like the 
one they  recently took part in at 
Pierce College. His class also does 
collaborative workshops with 
other classes at the Skills Center.

The excitement Cappetto’s 
students bring to class make 
his days a pleasure, “I’m very 
fortunate and blessed to teach 
at the Skills Center because it 
just a great opportunity to work 
with some amazing students 
that are passionate about the 
field already. And just to be able 
to help them along their way, it’s 
quite the privilege to do so.”

You can learn more about the 
Pierce County Skills Center by 
visiting www.pcskillscenter.org.

Students in the Pre-Physical Therapy/Sports Medicine class at the Pierce 
County Skills Center practice their craft.

Nelson Elementary captures 
Battle of the Books trophy

Congratulations to Nelson 
Elementary for their big win at 
this year’s Elementary Battle of 
the Books competition!

Students Hailey Barkley, 
Thomas Armstrong, Raquel 
Morris and Jessica Lee did an 
outstanding job representing 
their school and bringing home 
the trophy.  Battle of the Books 
encourages teams to read and 

then answer questions about 
certain books in a quiz show 
format.
At right:  Superintendent Tom 
Seigel, Hailey Barkley, Thomas 
Armstrong, Raquel Morris and 
Jessica Lee display their trophy 
along with Nelson’s Battle of the 
Books coach and librarian Jan 
Copeland and principal Kelley 
Boynton.

Sign up for Preschool
Spaces are still available for the 

district’s head start, ECEAP and Pay 
to Go preschool programs. For more 
details, visit prek.bethelsd.org or call 
253.683.6929. 

R e g i s t r a t i o n  o p e n  f o r 
PCSC Summer School

T h e  P i e r c e  C o u n t y  S k i l l s 
Center’s wildly popular Summer 
School program is now accepting 
applications. Several classes are 
full or nearly full. To view the 
course catalog, go to http://www.
pcskillscenter.org/summer_catalog/
list. Three sessions are available: 
June 22-July 10, July 13-30, July 
8-30. Classes are offered at high 
schools throughout Pierce County. 
Applications may also be submitted 
via fax, email, or regular mail. For 
more info, call PCSC at 253.683.5950.

SLHS Tennis Camp
The Spanaway Lake High School 

tennis program is excited to be 
putting on its first camp. The Sentinel 
Summer Slam will take place July 
20 to July 23. The camp is open to 
students in all grades 6 through 12 
and all skill levels and abilities - from 
beginner to advanced are welcome 
to attend. The cost is $30 per student 
and includes 12-hours of high quality 
instruction and a camp T-shirt. All 
proceeds from the camp will go 
directly to the SLHS tennis program 
to help buy needed equipment. For 
more information, visit https://www.
smore.com/jhktd-sentinel-summer-
slam-2015 or contact Matt Busch at 
mbusch@bethelsd.org. 

SLHS Cross Country Camp
Spanaway Lake is hosting its 

annual Cross Country Camp. The 
camp runs Monday, July 13 through 
Thursday, July 16. Hours are from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at SLHS. Cost is $65. 
Make checks payable to SLHS or 
pay online via the SLHS website. 
Payments must be made by June 
11 to receive a camp T-shirt. Got 
questions? Contact SLHS Girls XC 
Coach Widmann 253.686.0001, SLHS 
Boys XC Coach Bickford 253.820.5699 
or SLHS Volunteer Coach Cindy 
253.820.0343. Participants should 
dress in running gear and running 
shoes, as well as bring a sack lunch, 
snacks and water.

SLHS Basketball Camp
Spanaway Lake High School will 

be holding a Basketball Camp for 3rd 
through 8th grade students. Both 
boys and girls are welcome to attend. 
The camp is Monday, July 13 through 
Thursday, July 16 from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. At the camp , there will be a 
focus on individual and team skills 
development and ways to improve 
shooting skills, ball handling, passing 
and defensive skills. Instruction will 
be provided by the SLHS coaching 
staff and players. Cost is $45/camper 
which includes a camp T-shirt, water 
bottle and basketball. Lunch is not 
provided, so bring a sack lunch. For 
more information, contact Coach 
Rob Morrison at 253.381.9057.

SLHS Lacrosse Camp
Spanaway Lake High School will 

be hosting a summer Lacrosse 
camp from July 13 to July 24 for 
current high school girls and 
incoming freshmen. The camp is 
free. Permission slips are available 
at SLHS and at the middle schools. 
Contact coach Sean Murphy if you 
need more information at smurphy@
bethelsd.org.

GKHS Basketball Clinic
Graham-Kapowsin High School 

invites boys in 6th -8th grade to their 
annual basketball clinic on June 10.  
The clinic is $20 and runs from  5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. Sign up at gkhs.bethelsd.
org or email tkelle2@tacoma.k12.
wa.us for info.

*** 
These are just a few of the camps and 
clinics available this summer. For more 
information, visit our website, www.
bethelsd.org or click on the Peachjar 
button on your school’s website. 



Construction UPDATE 2015

UNDER CONSTRUCTION - SUMMER 2015

Other projects
Art Crate Field Improvements – This is a replacement of artificial turf, stadium lighting and the sound system.  Track improvement and asphalt sealing will 
also be done.   

ESC Server Storage – This is a more robust structure to handle the district’s growing computer servers and technology needs.  It is located on the main ESC 
campus in Spanaway.

Maintenance Service Center – This is a modernization of the old Transportation Center, located near Bethel High.  Once complete, the facility will be repurposed 
for use by the district’s maintenance and grounds crews.

Portable Site 
Improvements

Clover Creek Elementary
Elk Plain School of Choice

Graham-Kapowsin High School
Nelson Elementary

Rocky Ridge Elementary
Shining Mountain Elementary

Spanaway Elementary

Bethel is growing!
• Bethel is the 16th largest and 12th fastest growing school 

district in the State. 
• Demographic studies show we are currently in a cycle of 

growth, which will continue for at least the next 20 years. 
• Growth is being fueled by an increase in birth rates and 

an influx of new, affordable housing. 
• Bethel has 1,000 homes on the market and 5,000 more in 

the pipeline. More homes = more students.
• The district is running out of space and is rapidly adding 

portables to accommodate new students and program 
needs.  Already there are plans to site at least 17 more 
portable classrooms this summer.

PIERCE COUNTY SKILLS CENTER 
PHASE III

Site & Field Improvements
Camas Prairie Elementary
Cedarcrest Middle School

Centennial Elementary
Cougar Mountain Middle School

Frontier Middle School
Graham Elementary

Naches Trail Elementary
North Star Elementary

Rocky Ridge Elementary
Roy Elementary

HVAC REPLACEMENT &
UPGRADES:
Bethel High School

Cedarcrest Middle School
Frontier Middle School

Pioneer Valley Elementary
Roy Elementary 

This spring, construction was completed on phase 3 of the 
Pierce County Skills Center.  School administration moved into 
the building in late March. Starting this fall, the 26,000 square 
foot, $11 million facility will house PCSC’s new Culinary Arts and 
Pre-Pharmacy Technology programs, along with the PCSC deli, 
The Glacier Grill. 
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We keep our promises!
During the 2001 and 2006 bond campaign, the district promised 

to improve the conditions of school facilities. 
Now, over 300 projects later, we are pleased to report that the bond 

programs have come in on time and on budget. 
In fact, through good fiscal management, we have been able to 

stretch our bond dollars even further than we had planned. The led, 
asbestos and e-coli that plagued our schools in 2001 are long since 
gone.

DID YOU KNOW? 

Summer is nearly here and that means several construction 
projects will be underway soon. Here’s a wrap up of recent 
and upcoming activities, including the completion of the much 
anticipated third phase of the Pierce County Skills Center, 
our summer project schedule, and the school board’s list 
of future improvements needed districtwide.
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Construction UPDATE 2015

Future Needs....

Bethel is currently the 12th fastest growing school district in Washington and recent demographic studies show 3,000 more students will enroll 
here over the next 10 years. So, the school board is preparing for current and future growth by developing a list of future bond projects. This 
list follows extensive study of the district’s long-range facilities plan, a capacity study, a demographic survey, new state requirements for lower 
elementary class sizes, and expanding academic program needs. 

In all, the board is recommending $230 million of improvements to address growth, improve campus safety and security, and promote health 
and wellness opportunities for students and the community. If approved, the district would receive an additional $81.9 million in state matching 
funds to support the construction projects. 

Future Bond Wish List 

PROJECT COST ESTIMATE 
(with state match)

• Bethel High School (Modernization & Partial Replacement) $95.0 M

• Cedarcrest Remodel & New K-5 Elementary on same site $84.0 M

• School - Community Swimming Pool $29.5 M

• Challenger High School - Replacement at SE site (with community space) $26.0 M

• Graham-Kapowsin High School - Add academic wing; expand cafeteria and gym $23.0 M

• Evergreen Elementary School – Upgrade/Facelift $ 7.7 M

• Naches Trail Elementary School – Upgrade/Facelift $7.3 M

• District Synthetic Turf Baseball & Fastpitch Fields at GK (lights, equipment, storage) $ 6.6 M

• Acquire one elementary site $ 4.0 M

• Graham-Kapowsin HS – Synthetic Turf Football/Soccer Field (w/track & lights) $ 2.8 M

• Spanaway Lake HS – Synthetic Turf Football/Soccer Field (w/track & lights) $ 2.3 M

• Elk Plain School of Choice (new roof on auxiliary building, new HVAC) $ 2.0 M

• Hazard Mitigation Upgrades (Final Phase of Hazard Mitigation Plan) $ 2.0 M

• Technology Infrastructure Projects $ 2.0 M

• Bethel Middle School – Kitchen Modifications $ 1.0 M

• Roy Elementary School – Kitchen Modifications $ 1.0  M

• Rocky Ridge Elementary – HVAC System Replacement $ 1.2 M

• Camas Prairie Elementary – HVAC System Replacement $ 1.2 M

• Centennial Elementary –HVAC System Replacement $ 1.2 M

• Graham Elementary – HVAC System Replacement $ 1.2 M

• Frontier Middle School – Fire Sprinkler System Replacement $ 1.2 M

• Energy Efficiency Improvement Projects – Lighting, etc. $ 1.0 M

• Camas Prairie Elementary School – Traffic Safety Project $ 1.0 M

• Roy Elementary School– Emergency Electric Generator $ 0.5 M

• Kapowsin Elementary School – Emergency Electric Generator $ 0.5 M

• School – Community Sports Park (behind BLC) $ 4.5 M

• Sidewalks/Safe Walking Paths (SLHS, BHS and EV) $ 1.5 M

• Security Camera Upgrades (various buildings) $ 1.3 M

bethelpride
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Suzy Budinger has taught kindergarten for 20 years in the Bethel 
School District! She taught at Clover Creek for 14 years and now 
teaches at Nelson. 

What drew you to teaching kindergarten?

 “I just love that everything is new. There are so many firsts – first 
class pictures, first Valentine’s Day party. The main thing I love 
about it is just teaching them how to read; it’s just magical.” 

What’s your favorite book to read to the kids every year? 

“We do all the Dr. Seuss books, but we also like to do author 
studies – where we look at a certain author and read everything 
we can find of theirs and compare them. We are learning about 
Eric Carle right now, he’s one of our favorite authors.” 

I heard you ride your bike to work! 

“Since I’ve worked at Nelson I always try to ride my bike. It’s 
eight miles here and eight miles home. It’s more uphill coming 

here so it takes me about 45 minutes, but it only takes me about 30 minutes to get home. A lot of times I’ll pass elk. 
Yesterday I counted 40-50 elk in the field! And I get to ride by the mountain as the sun is coming up – this morning it was 
this absolutely beautiful scarlet color!”

Karen Marchesini has been the community liaison at Spanaway Elementary for 
19 years! 

“This job was created 19 years ago to get the parents involved in the building because 
attendance was really low at conference time. So we started trying to figure out how 
to get parents in. We did a bunch of family fun nights and assemblies to bridge the 
gap and that’s how we got started.” 

How has parent involvement gone since you came onboard?

 “Well, conference attendance is usually 95%. I don’t know if that’s high or that’s 
average.” 

It sounds high! 

“Yeah, we feel pretty good about that.”

 You also oversee the community garden. How long has that been here? 

“I want to say this is the 16th year. And when we built the new school, the district 
honored us by building this fabulous garden and greenhouse.” 

What do you do when you’re not gardening with students and boosting conference 
attendance? 

“My husband has a motorcycle and I’m the passenger on the back. We travel all the time.” 

How long have you done that? 

“For quite a long time. We had a motorcycle before kids, and now – post-kids – I’d say for the past ten years we’ve 
been back on the motorcycle. I love it. It’s just being outside in the fresh air and smelling the scenery. You know, 
when you’re in some places you can smell the wildflowers, or when you’re in the woods you can smell the trees, 
the river. When you’re in a car you don’t get to smell those things.”

Vicky Swick has taught 
at Roy Elementary for 31 
years!   

What’s kept you in Bethel?

 “The community. I grew 
up in Spanaway and I 
went to Clover Creek 
Elementary! I just feel 
so blessed to be here. 
The kids bring so much 
p e r s o n a l i t y  t o  t h e 
classroom and lots of 
energy. I taught first grade 
for 27 years in room five 
and it overlooked Roy, 
so in the evening when I 
was here it was so pretty 
because of the sunset 
with the silhouettes of the 
trees. I enjoyed teaching 

first grade and I’m loving kindergarten as well.” 

What did your classroom look like 31 years ago? 

“There were blackboards, there was the overhead 
projector, they had the mimeograph machines with 
that horrible ink – you were just a mess all the time. 
But the building has changed too. I love the size of the 
classrooms, they’re huge.” 

Do you have former students that come back to see you?

 “Oh yes, and I have their children too! I’ll probably 
see some grandchildren as well! I feel honored. They 
come back and they’re happy to see me and they say, 
‘I remember when we had the Teddy Bear Picnic!’” 

What is the Teddy Bear Picnic? 

“I teach the kids how you bake bread. I use a cookie 
cutter – which is a bear – and we create teddy bear 
bread out of it and it smells so good. Then we all go 
down over by the library, and everybody gets their 
blanket and everybody brings teddy bears too, and 
we read stories and play games. It’s really pretty 
incredible.”
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Bethel schools  and community members are getting 
recognized. Here’s a look at what they’ve been up to. 

Staff Spotlight

In the
Spot light

Vicky S
wick
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uzy Budinger

K
aren M

archesini

Tiffany H
ernandez

Tiffany Hernandez is a third grade teacher at Kapowsin Elementary.  She’s been at the school for ten years!

“When I was subbing this was one of my favorite schools.  I really enjoy the smaller school atmosphere.  This school is a family.  The teachers 
have been here for twenty, thirty years.  Everyone was welcoming and friendly and they all worked together and the kids were respectful.”

What do you like about teaching?

“There’s never a dull moment.  When you’re teaching third grade they’re basically learning all the skills that will follow them through the ret of 
their education, up through college.  It’s exciting to see them finally get it because it’s hard and challenging at the beginning of the year, and then 
by the end of the year they’re like, “I get this!  I know it!”

Why do you have crayfish in your classroom?

For science.  We’re studying the structure of life.  Our snails are over there in the corner.  Yesterday we got the snails and the crayfish out to compare 
their structure.  I didn’t want the boys to have some wild idea of the snail meeting the crayfish, so I had to tell the, ‘You can have the snails out, 
but leave your crayfish in the bin!’  That’s what we’ve been doing this week; after tests we get science out so we’re moving around and being active 
and not sitting around being quiet.”

Grinovations visits Thompson Elementary
The Grinovations 
m o b i l e  d e nt a l 
b u s  r e c e n t l y 
visited Thompson 
E l e m e n t a r y !  
S c h o o l  n u r s e 
S a n d r a  B o y e r 
worked with the 
G r i n o v a t i o n s 
team to make sure 
that all families 
h a d  a cce s s  to 
their dental care 
services.  79 students signed up for the program and had their teeth cleaned 
and sealants put on!

L i b e r t y  M i d d l e  S c h o o l
c e l e b r a t e s  t e a m  t i t l e 
Congratulations to coach Sarah Sinnes and her 
Liberty MS boys basketball team. They were 
honored during a pep assembly for their amazing 
season. The varsity won all of their games and 
captured the league title.  
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Bethel School District is 
proud to honor athletes 
who will be continuing 
t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n 
while competing in 
college sports.  We 
congratulate each of 
them on all of their 
accomplishments and 
wish them continued 
success!

Congratulations to Bethel High 
freshman Brianna Penrose.  In 
May, she took first place at the 
district talent show with her 
outstanding tap routine. 

Penrose started dancing at the 
age of 3 and trains over 20 hours 
a week at studios in Puyallup and 
Renton.  In addition to winning a 
national dance title with Celebrity 
Dance Competitions, she was 
also selected to be the Spanish 
Lead in Evergreen City Ballet’s 
version of the Nutcracker. After 
high school, she hopes to dance 
on Broadway or with a nationally 
recognized ballet company.  

The distr ict  ta lent  show 
features students from all area 
high schools.  

SLHS coach honored
Spanaway Lake soccer coach 

Ryan Kolowinski was voted Coach 
of the Year by the South Puget 
Sound League.    

The award caps off an amazing 
season for the Sentinels. The boys 
competed in the West Central 
District soccer tournament. It 
was the first time in the schools’s 
history that the SLHS boys soccer 
team had made the playoffs.  

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s ,  C o a c h 
Kolowinski!

Bethel cheerleader to raise school spirit at Wazzu

long, hard two-day process for the 
recruits but Cougar head coach 
Chris Opheim says it was Zach’s 
6’4” stature and his interest in 
learning at a recruiting clinic that 
made him stand out.

”Zach threw us for a loop when 
he asked us about academics, 
class sizes for freshman science 
courses,  and other  “hard-
hitting” questions that didn’t 
necessarily pertain to the world of 
cheerleading or athletics.  That’s 
when I knew I liked him!  He was 
coming to WSU to be a student-
athlete,” Opheim said.

Although Oades is starting 
the Cougar program with a solid 

foundation, he still has much to 
learn. WSU’s team relies heavily 
on co-ed stunting and uses more 
acrobatic stunts, compared to 
high school. The athletes build 
higher pyramids and throw 
basket tosses that allow flyers to 
perform more flipping skills in 
the air.  It requires a lot of strength 
and practice.

“It’s  a  different physical 
demand to go from high school 
to college cheer when you are 
a male,” Opheim said. “In high 
school, a majority of the time you 
are the extra-muscle for group 
stunts that also involve other 
bases lifting a flyer into the air.  

Zach Oades is  taking his 
‘Crimson and Gray’ spirit to a 
whole new level.  Starting this 
fall, he will be cheerleading at 
Washington State University.

It’s an impressive end to the 
senior’s experience at Bethel High. 
But, the path to collegiate cheer 
hasn’t always been an easy one. 
He’s had to make many tough 
choices along the way.

Oades played football and 
cheered for the Braves. His junior 
year he tried to do both sports 
at the same time.  On the rare 
occasion he wasn’t suited up for 
a varsity football game, he would 
cheer from the sidelines.

“It’s kind of weird having them 
[the football team] stand behind 
you and to be cheering for them 
- and you’re on that team, too,” 
Oades said.

Ultimately, it was his bond with 
the cheer squad and his coach that 
led him to give up football and 
pursue cheerleading, full-time.

I felt like I was more wanted 
there,” said Oades. “In football, 
unless you’re the top star player 
you’re not going to be looked at. 
But in cheer, everybody plays a 
part. We’re only as strong as our 
weakest link. They say that in 
football, but you can have other 
people who can carry you. In 
cheer you can’t. You really have 
to have the whole team up to the 
same level.”

Competition for the WSU 
Spirit Squad was fierce this year. 
The team had one of its highest 
turnouts in school history. It was a 

Our style of coed cheer, or true 
coed cheer, means that the boy 
is the sole person lifting up a girl 
into the air at all times, which 
of course, requires a little more 
technique and strength on both 
participants.” 

Bethel High cheer coach Dana 
Thomas is thrilled he made the 
team and sees a bright future 
ahead.

“I am so excited for Zach! 
He has worked really hard over 
the past two years to gain the 
skills to be successful as a WSU 
cheerleader,” Thomas said.

Cheer is a demanding sport, 
heavily dominated by female 
athletes. But, that hasn’t stopped 
Oades from serving as a role 
model to others. He used to be 
the only male Braves cheerleader, 
but now he’s excited to see other 
young men considering the sport.

“There are freshmen coming 
up that want to try it out. So, it’s 
kind cool to show that guys can 
actually do it,” he said. “It’s a both 
gender sport.”

In June, Oades will graduate in 
the top 20 of his class with a 3.86 
GPA. And, he’s the recipient of a 
$4,000 WSU Achievement Award 
and a $3,000 Longshoreman 
scholarship. He is looking forward 
to attending WSU’s excellent 
nursing program.

“As a nurse, I have endless 
possibilities to do anything I want 
in life. I can work anywhere. I 
will always have a job and I can 
always progress my standing in 
the field and work my way up.”

Spanaway Lake HS coach prepares to work at US Open 

Bethel High’s senior Zach Oades will be part of a very young cheer team at 
WSU this year. This year’s team consists of 16 freshman, 12 sophomores, 
five juniors and two seniors. 

BHS dancer takes top 
prize at  Talent  Show

Cedarcrest math teacher Rob 
Hoover is no stranger to the world 
of golf. He played in college and 
has caddied at several amateur 
and pro tournaments. But now, he 
is thrilled to start his newest gig.  
In June, Hoover will be working 
behind-the-scenes as a locker 
room attendant - setting out 
clothes, water, and umbrellas for 
some of golf’s biggest names like 
Tiger Woods, Bubba Watson and 
Phil Mickelson.

Ultimately, he will be making 

sure the players are well taken 
care of and that their experience 
at Chambers Bay is top notch. 
Then, when he’s done with his 
shifts, he will be walking the 
course and seeing all of the action, 
first-hand. It’s an experience he is 
unlikely to ever forget.

“What a way to spend a Fathers’ 
Day. It’s the final round of the US 
Open and I am at it,” said Hoover. 
“I’m like a kid at Disneyland. I’m 
too excited to sleep”

Hoover is passionate about the 

sport. Just this year, he became 
the head coach of the Spanaway 
Lake girls golf team. It’s been a 
rewarding experience to work 
with six freshmen who had never 
played before. 

“My philosophy with the girls 
is ‘What have I done today to get 
better for tomorrow?’” 

His team was honored with 
an SPSL Sportsmanship Award. 
And, though he knows the sport 
is challenging, he reminds players 
to stay positive and realize that 

there is no right swing or right 
grip. It all comes down to what 
works best for you.   

“You are trying to get a one-
inch ball into a two-inch hole 
with equipment that is inept to 
solve that problem. If you are 
one-degree out of alignment the 
ball could either go left or go right 
depending on if you’re tilted.” 

G olf  is  of fered as  a  fa l l 
sport. Hoover says there are  
scholarships for students willing 
to practice and put in the time.



Stanley Chapin, President
253.847.1614
schapin@bethelsd.org

Warren Smith, Vice-President
253.531.2211
wsmith@bethelsd.org

John Manning
253.537.5521
jmanning@bethelsd.org 

Amy Pivetta Hoffman
253.720.3020
apivettaho@bethelsd.org

Brenda Rogers
360.893.5425
brogers@bethelsd.org

JUNE
June 3:  Late Arrival

June 5:  Last Day for Seniors

June 10:  School Board 
Meeting, NSE, 7 p.m.

June 10:  Graduation 
Ceremony  / Challenger HS, 
PLU Olson Auditorium, 2 p.m.

June 11:  Graduation 
Ceremony / Bethel HS,  Tacoma 
Dome, 1 p.m.

June 11:  Graduation 
Ceremony / Graham-Kapowsin 
HS, Tacoma Dome, 4 p.m.

June 11:  Graduation 
Ceremony / Spanaway Lake 
HS, Tacoma Dome, 7 p.m.

June 15:  Last Day of School 
(Early Dismissal)

June 23:  School Board 
Meeting, ESC, 7 p.m.

JULY
July 14:  District Summer 
Registration begins, Bethel MS

July 14:  School Board 
Meeting, ESC, 7 p.m.

July 28:  School Board 
Meeting, ESC, 7 p.m.

D I S T R I C T  C A L E N D A R

B S D  S C H O O L  B O A R D

bethelreads8 MAY 2015
BETHEL PRIDE  •  WWW.BETHELSD.ORG

2015 Summer Reading List
Each year, students in grades 6-12 are required at least one novel of their choice from the Summer Reading list for their grade level. They 
will also be asked to complete  assignments related to the book. Titles with an asterisk(*) can be purchased from the district office. More 
information about this program will be available on our district website this summer.
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A Long Walk to Water*
Linda Sue Park

The Wednesday Wars
Gary Schmidt

The Watsons Go to Birmingham
Christopher Paul Curtis

The Library Card
Jerry Spinelli

Maniac McGee
Jerry Spinelli
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Red Kayak*
Priscilla Cummings

Bad Boy
Walter Dean Myers

Touching the Spirit Bear*
Ben Mikaelson

The Outsiders
S.E. Hinton

Gym Candy
Carl Dueker

Ender’s Game
Orson Scott Card

The One and Only Ivan
Katherine Applegate

Bomb
 Steve Sheinkin

Wonder*
R.J. Palacio

Between Shades of Gray
Ruta Sepetys
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Grade 9: Coming of Age

How the Garcia Girls
Lost Their Accent

Julia Alvarez

Farewell to Manzanar
Jeanne Houston Speak*

Laurie Halse 
Anderson 

Grade 10: Cultural Conversations

Curious Incident
of the Dog

in the Nighttime
Mark Haddon

Shabanu
Suzanne Fisher

Staples
Little Brother

Cory Doctorow

Grade 11:  The American Dream

Hunger of Memory
Richard Rodriguez

Of Mice and Men
John SteinbeckThe Right Stuff

Tom Wolfe
Grapes of Wrath
John Steinbeck

Grade 12:  Perception is Everything

Joy Luck Club
Amy Tan

NIckel and Dimed: On (not) 
Getting by in America
Barbara EhrenreichThe Last Lecture

Randy Pausch

Mutant Message 
Down Under

Marlo Morgan 

Other titles include:

•	 Emako Blue by Brenda Woods
•	 A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy 

Soldier by Ishmael Beah
•	 Lord of the Flies by William Golding
•	 Bless Me, Ultima by Rudolfo Anaya
•	 Something Wicked This Way Comes by 

Ray Bradbury
•	 I am the Cheese by Robert Cormier
•	 Fried Green Tomatoes at the Whistlestop 

Cafe’ by Fannie Flagg

Other titles include:

•	 In	the	Time	of	Butterflies*	by	Julia	
Alvarez

•	 Eleanor and Park by Rainbow Rowell
•	 Code Talker by Chester Nez
•	 Brown Girl Dreaming by Jaqueline 

Woodson
•	 A Step from Heaven by An Na
•	 The Red Umbrella by Christina Diaz 

Gonzalez
Funny in Farsi

Firoozeh Dumas 

Other titles include:

•	 Tuesdays with Morrie* by Mitch Albom
•	 They Call Me Coach by John Wooden
•	 Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by 

Jamie Ford
•	 Bread Givers by Anzia Yezierska
•	 Ashes of Roses by Mary Jane Auch

Other titles include:

•	 Siddhartha* by Herman Hesse
•	 Ishmael by Daniel Quinn
•	 Hiroshima by John Hersey
•	 The Golden Compass by Philip Pullman
•	 The Help by Kathrynn Stockett
•	 The Millionaire Next Door: The Surprising 

Secrets of America’s Wealthy by Thomas J. 
Stanley

C A L E N D A R  D A T E S  F O R 
S Y  2 0 1 5 / 1 6
Sept 9:  First Day

Sept 18: Waiver Day, No school 
for students

Oct 9: State Inservice Day, No 
school for students

Nov 26-27:  Thanksgiving Break 

Dec  21-Jan 1: Winter Break

Feb 12: Snow Day or No school 
for students

Apr 4-8:  Spring Break

May 27: Snow Day or No school 
for students

June 20:  Last Day

Full calendar information is 
available at www.bethelsd.org


