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I N  T H E  D I S T R I C T

New Offices Open for Business!

School Technology Levy 
Rolls  Out at  Elk Plain!

Sixth grade students at Elk Plain 
School of Choice were among the 
first to receive new iPads thanks 
to the passing of the Technology 
Levy last February.  Leadership 
students from Spanaway Middle 
School were on hand to help the 
Elk Plain sixth graders get their 
iPads safely into cases and to help 
them get logged in and answer 
any questions they had.

While the students received 
their devices at the distribution, 
Elk Plain’s sixth grade teachers 
have had theirs for a month.  That 
gave them time to get familiar 
with the devices and begin to plan 
lessons using the new technology.

“There’s a lot of excitement,” 
said Stacy Gaunt, Elk Plain’s 6th 
grade English Language Arts 
teacher.  “I’m going to experiment 
with Socrative and Quizlet.”

Math teacher Kelly Evans had 

B e t h e l  s t u d e n t s ,  s t a f f , 
administrators and members of 
the community were on hand 
recently to cut the big red ribbon 
marking the completion of the 
district’s new Child Nutrition and 
Transportation center.

The dedication marked big 
changes for the staff of both 
departments.   Leeda Beha, 
Be t h e l ’s  d i re c t o r  o f  C h i l d 
Nutrition spoke about the volume 

of meals already put out by her 
department.  Each year the Child 
Nutrition department provides 
over two million lunches to 
our students along with over 
250,000 breakfasts.  The new 
facility will help to streamline 
the production of those meals 
as well as open up the possibility 
not only for disaster relief, but to 
help smaller districts with their 
food production. 

Staff and students join board members John Manning and Warren Smith in cutting a ribbon for the new Child Nutrition & Transportation center.

“I love our new facility,” said 
Karen Campbell, Bethel’s director 
of  transportation.  Campbell said 
the spacious new transportation 
center is a big change from their 
old “cozy “ facility.  There is now 
plenty of space for Bethel’s 213 
buses, with room to grow in 
the future.  Bethel buses log 2.7 
million miles every year taking 
students from home to school 
and back again, along with field 

trips and transportation to other 
events.

Spanaway Lake High School’s 
The Music Company provided 
the entertainment at the ribbon 
cutting and the JROTC honor 
guard from Graham-Kapowsin 
High School presented the 
colors.  You can see both of them 
as The Music Company sings 
the National Anthem at www.
youtube.com/bethelschools.

other ideas, “They’re going to 
be teaching a math concept by 
making their own TV shows;   
so they’ll be doing some video 
editing in iMovie.  They’re super 
excited but there’s a big learning 
curve.”

Along with the iPads, students 
received a protective case in 
a color of their choice.  Jake 
Boyette chose a red one and him, 
Linley, said the distribution was 
an exciting time for their family.  
“I think it’s a long time coming 
and I’m very glad the levy passed 
and it’s happening for everybody; 
because obviously this is the way 
the future is going.  Kids need to 
know this stuff.”

Over the next four years the 
technology levy will put devices 
into students’ hands across the 
district.

Cloey Braillard was one of many leadership students from Spanaway 
Middle School who were on hand to help the Elk Plain 6th graders get 
their iPads (left).  Sixth grader Jake Boyette unwraps his new iPad before 
putting it in the red protective case he picked out (top right).  Yazzmine 
Fields and her dad were among the many families picking up their iPads 
at the distribution (bottom right).

 We are excited to announce 
a special partnership with the 
Tacoma Rainiers. 

 This year, the minor league 
team invited us to join them for 
a game at Cheney Stadium that 
is entirely our own. And, so now 
we want to extend that invita-
tion to YOU - our community!  
We want YOU to be there as we 
mark 65 years of service.

 Our special Bethel themed 
game will be on Friday, April 24 
when the Rainiers take on the 
Albuquerque Isotopes. This is 
a night game so there will be 
lots of fireworks and special 
surprises, including an appear-
ance by board president Stan 
Chapin who will be throwing 
out the first pitch.  

 Discounted tickets are avail-
able.  For $11.50, you’ll receive 
a seat and a meal. And, for 
$17.50 you get your seat, a meal 
and a hat, too.  Order forms are 
available through school PTAs 
and you can download a copy 
on our district website, www.
bethelsd.org. 

 We hope you can join us for 
Bethel’s Day at the Ballpark.

BETHEL CELEBRATES 
65 YEARS AT GAME

The Bethel School Board is 
dedicated to improving the qual-
ity of educational programs and 
services for students in our com-
munity.Recently, the board of 
directors received an update 
on the School Technology Levy 
rollout and the expanded All Day 
Kindergarten program.

 School Technology Levy
In late January, students be-

gan receiving iPads as part of 
the first wave of deployment. 
Devices were issued to all kids 
at Spanaway Middle School and 
Challenger High School and to 
sixth graders at Elk Plain School 
of Choice.  A boxed set of mini 

iPads were provided to all kin-
dergarten, first and second grade 
classes at Camas Prairie Elemen-
tary for in-school use only. Staff 
informed the Board that deploy-
ment has gone well and that a 
series of special meetings have 
now been set up to give parents 
across the district an opportunity 
to learn more about the initiative.

Another key to this first phase 
has been resolving student In-
ternet safety issues. Initially, 
Facetime and Message Center 
were available for collaboration 
and instructional use. But as 
problems arose, the apps were 
turned off and banned.  

The district also established 

its own self-service app store. 
“Whether it’s the Google apps we 
all use or grade specific content…
only apps approved and vetted 
will be available,” said Chief Tech-
nology Officer Mike Christianson. 
“Different grade levels have dif-
ferent apps available to them.”

The district is also employing a 
special content filtering system to 
help keep students safe wherever 
they are. And, if students down-
load banned apps, their device 
may be disabled or wiped clean.

“We are adding layers of secu-
rity,” said Christianson.

Students at Bethel, Graham-
Kapowsin and Spanaway Lake 
high schools, third graders at 

Camas Prairie and sixth and sev-
enth grade students at Elk Plain 
will get iPads this fall. 

Informational Parent Nights
Parents can learn more about 

security and the rollout on 
March 16 and May 5 from 6 to 
7 p.m. and on April 10 from 5:30 
to 6:30p.m. All meetings will be 
held at the Educational Services 
Center in Spanaway. 

***
A new website is dedicated 

to the tech levy. Go to innova-
tion.bethelsd.org for the latest 
information.

Board Receives Update on School Technology Levy
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bethelpride
Bethel Pride is produced by the 
Bethel School District. 

Krista Carlson:
Communications Director,  
Bethel Pride Editor; 253.683.6051; 
kcarlson@bethelsd.org

Bethel Pride Contributors:
Doug Boyles and Timra Knox

Bethel School District is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and complies with all federal rules 
and regulations, including Title IX, RCW 28A.640, 
RCW 28A.642 and Section 504. Bethel does not 
discriminate on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, 
color, national origin, age, honorably discharged 
veteran or military status, sexual orientation 
including gender expression or identity, the 
presence of any disability, or use of a trained service 
animal by a person with a disability in its programs 
and activities and provides equal access to the 
Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. 
Contact the Assistant Director of Human Resources 
at 253.683.6023 or the Executive Director of Special 
Services at 253.683.6921 with any questions or 
complaints.

Under the Open Records Act, the public is 
afforded full access to information concerning the 
administration and operations of the school district 
(policy 4040). This information is limited to records 
not protected by state and federal privacy laws. 
For more information on access to school district 
records, call the records custodian at 253.683.6000.

I N  B R I E F

Last Call for This Year’s 
FUTURESCHOOLS Tours

Parents, staff and community 
members are invited to join 
our FUTURESCHOOLS Tours.  
During these events, tour groups 
visit classrooms and talk with 
principals and students about the 
day-to-day work that happens in 
our schools.

“I was just impressed with the 
different teaching styles and how 
they were engaging the students,” 
said parent Heather LaRue who 
took the tour in last fall.

If you would like an up-close 
look at our teaching and learning 
expectations, FUTURESCHOOLS 
Tours are just for you!  Each 
tour includes a walk through of 
two to three schools, combined 
with time for observations and 
reflections.  Transportation and 
snacks are included.

The last tour this year departs 
from the Education Service 
Center on March 17 and will 
visit  Elk Plain School of Choice 
and Roy Elementary.

For more details or to reserve 
your spot on the tour, contact the 
Office of Teaching and Learning 
at 253.683.6016.

2015/16 Student Transfers
The deadline for accepting 

student transfer applications 
for the 2015/16 school year will 
be March 13 for all grades K 
through 12.  Requests received 
after the deadline may not be 
considered until the district 
receives actual enrollment counts 
in September.  A student transfer 
request form may be completed 
and submitted online from the 
district’s website.  All transfer 
requests for 2015/16 will be done 
electronically.  Parents will be 
notified by April 17 if the request 
has been approved or denied.

Approval or denial of transfer 
requests  wil l  be based on 
established criteria outlined 
in board policy and procedure 
3131 and 3141 for non-residents.  
Pa r e n t s  n e e d  t o  p r ov i d e 
transportation for students 
who voluntarily attend a school 
outside their attendance area.

For more information, call 
Debbie Almont at  253.683.6012 
for secondary or Rayna Messer 
at 253.683.6014 for elementary.

Students who are currently 
approved for in-district student 
transfers do not have to complete 
a new form unless they are 
changing from elementary to 
middle school or middle school 
to high school.

Transfer forms can be found 
on the district website at www.
bethelsd.org.

Elementary school students 
in Bethel are looking at their 
math a little differently this 
year.  In order to align the math 
curriculum with the Common 
Core State Standards, the district 
had to make a change.  “We 
had to create a lot of things 
in the past as we were taking 
on Common Core and as we 
found that curriculum didn’t 
quite align to that,” said Sophie 
Brannon, a third grade teacher at 
Frederickson Elementary.

“Other curriculums would 
teach something and really not 
give enough practice or enough 
building blocks to challenge 
them,” said Megan Gerke, a first 
grade teacher at Clover Creek 
Elementary.  So at the start of the 
school year, the district adopted 
the EngageNY math curriculum.  
Now a few months into the year 
teachers and administrators 
are taking a look at how the 
curriculum has been working.

“It’s more focused and there’s 
more of a connection from 
year to year,” said Assistant 
Superintendent for Elementary 
Schools, David Hammond.  But 
he admits there are some bumps 
in the road.  “But I also think that 
that connection from year to year 
can be a bit of a downfall in the 
first couple of years of using it.”

Mary Sewright, a Principal 
on Special  Assignment for 
instruction standards and 
resources, said that’s a problem 
that should go away over time.  
“I think we’ll see that it will 
get easier because as students 
start in kindergarten and they’re 
continuing in this curriculum 
throughout elementary school 
they’re going to be meeting those 
standards, they’re going to get 
used to that rigor; where it’s a 
little harder when you’re starting 
in at third grade, fourth grade, or 
fifth grade.”

That challenge is shared by 
both students and teachers said 
Sewright.  “It’s different from 
what they have taught.  It’s hard, 
it takes a lot of work; you cannot 
just pick up the book and teach 
from the hip.”

“Teachers have been absolutely 
fantastic in the process and 
doing really good work helping 
us redefine what we need to be 
doing in mathematics to meet 
the needs of kids in the Common 

Core,” said Hammond.
A n d  B r a n n o n  s a i d  t h e 

a l i g n m e n t  w i t h  t h e  St a t e 
Standards is going to make 
things easier for teachers in the 
future.  “I definitely love that 
this curriculum is aligned with 
Common Core,” she said even 
though it is more challenging 
for students.  But Sewright said, 

“That’s because the standards are 
more rigorous, so this brings on a 
lot of challenges, but it’s good for 
our kids in the long run because 
they’re going to have a better 
understanding of math.”

Though it’s been tough for 
some, Brannon said her students 
are now getting used to the 
curriculum.  “What I keep telling 
them is, ‘You guys are engineers.’ 
They’re breaking the numbers 
apart and building them back 
together, so I know a lot of them 
are really excited, especially our 
little scientists,  love EngageNY.”

 And that love of learning is 
pushing them ahead of the pack.  
“Kids can do now what they were 
being asked to do much later in 
other curriculums,” said Gerke.  
“So now that they know this 
now, they’re ready for that next 
step, and ready to be further 
challenged.”

If you visit an elementary 
classroom during their math 
lesson, you’ll notice some big 
differences from when you were in 
school.  With EngageNY, students 
are encouraged to discuss things 
with their classmates and to 
have conversations about the 
problems.  Gerke said this is an 
important part of each lesson.  
“Having to explain what they’re 
thinking to make sure it’s not 
just memorization, it’s actual 

understanding and that they 
can prove to someone that this 
is true.”

“They love that part,” said 
Bryan Hamblin, a fifth grade 
teacher at North Star Elementary.  
And while the students are 
discussing, Hamblin remains 
quiet and observes.  “Usually 
while that’s going on I’m walking 

around the room listening to the 
kids and choosing one that’s spot 
on with what we’re looking for 
and having that kid come up and 
explain it to the class.”

Looking around the state, 

Hammond said Bethel is one 
of the few districts to make 
the move to EngageNY so far.  
“Spokane School District just 
adopted EngageNY, I haven’t seen 
any other districts, I think we’re 
at the forefront.”  And Sewright 
said the change is going to help 
students as they move forward in 
their education.  “Middle School 
has already adopted curriculum 
that is aligned with Common 
Core State Standards.  Now that 
our kids are in EngageNY and 
that’s aligned, it’s really going 
to help them as they move to 

middle school.  Also we are 
adopting curriculum right now 
at the high school level, so there’s 
more coherence when we’re 
going from elementary to middle 
school to high school, and we’re 
looking for all of those to be 
closely aligned with the Common 
Core State Standards.”

Homework Help!
T h e  t e a c h e r s  a n d 

administrators know this has 
been a hard challenge for parents 
as well.  Sewright encouraged 
parents struggling with the 
curriculum to first reach out to 
their teachers.  “The important 
piece for us as educators and 
as families is we need to be 
working together, we need to be 
communicating on what those 
struggles are so we can meet 
students’ needs and they can 
meet the standards.”  She also 
identified a number of websites 
and videos that can help parents 
when questions about homework 
arise.  You can find links to those 
at www.bethelsd.org.

“My favorite part of this is how 
we’ve come together as a district, 
how professional our teachers 
are, how hard they’re working to 

make sure that this is delivered to 
students with really, really good 
instruction,” said Sewright.

And the work the teachers are 
putting in shows in the faces of 
the students.  “These kids love 
math and love the challenge, 
said Gerke.  “When they look at 
something that’s challenging, 
they don’t anymore say, “I don’t 
know how to do this.”  They sit 
and they try to figure it out and 
they feel like they can tackle 
something that they might not 
know how to do yet.”

Bethel is one of 14 districts in 
Washington and among 547 in 
the nation to make the College 
Board’s annual AP District Honor 
Roll list.  This award recognizes 
districts that have increased 
student access to Advanced 
Placement (AP) classes while 
also maintaining or improving 
the percentage of students who 
pass the exams.

Last year, 1,079 AP tests were 
given in Bethel, compared to 
just 905 in 2012.  The number of 
classes has also increased.

I n  J a n u a r y,  A s s i s t a n t 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  J e n n i f e r 
B e t h m a n  r e c o g n i z e d  o u r 
district’s AP scholars – the 
s t u d e n t s  w h o  p e r f o r m e d 
exceptionally well on last year’s 
exams.  She also extended her 
thanks and gratitude to the staff 
at Bethel, Graham-Kapowsin and 
Spanaway Lake high schools for 
their unrelenting commitment 
to the Advanced Placement 
program.

Research shows students who 
enroll in these rigorous and 
challenging courses are more 
likely to succeed in college and 
graduate on time.  Plus, those 

who do well on the AP exams can 
save money by earning college 
credit.  AP classes also help 
students stand out in the highly 
competitive college admissions 
process and in the awarding of 
merit-based scholarships.

O f  c o u r s e ,  s u c c e s s f u l l y 
completing AP courses and 
passing the exams is not easy.  
It requires good teachers who 
understand the needs of their 
students and who are able to keep 
the kids engaged and motivated 
about all of the content they need 
to learn.

Graham-Kapowsin High School 
AP physics teacher Will Rewitz 
sees the benefits of building 
relationships with his students.  “I 
get to know the kids a little better 
and we get to tailor things to their 
interests,” Rewitz said.  “They get 
to work together.  There is a lot 
more cooperative grouping and a 
lot more independent learning.”  
For many students, taking AP 
courses is about accepting new 
challenges and preparing to meet 
much higher expectations after 
high school.

“I decided to take four AP 
classes because pushing myself 

has really developed me as a 
person and allowed me to excel 
in areas that I didn’t think I could 
excel in before,” said GKHS junior 
Michael Higgins.

Recent graduate Andrew Lang 
also credits his teachers and 
the AP program for much of 
his post-high school success at 
Washington State University.  
“The coursework introduced 
me to the difficulty that I would 
experience in college,” said Lang.  
“Because of AP I didn’t have to 
take a math or writing placement 
test.”

Spanaway Lake High School 
A P  w o r l d  h i s t o r y  a n d  U S 

government teacher Matt Busch 
takes great pride in his students’ 
accomplishments.  “My students 
have told me that ‘your classes 
have prepared me for college – 
like I feel a step ahead’,” he said.  
“It’s always nice to talk about 
getting college credit, but you 
are learning a mentality and a 
skill set for how to be successful.”

To hear more from students 
and teachers about the benefit 
of AP classes, look for our AP 
video at www.youtube.com.
bethelschools.

A complete list of last year’s AP 
Scholars can be found on page 6.

Students like Nicole Gilbert (right) enjoy the challenge of AP classes 
because, “It’s at a faster pace.  It’s more discussion, it’s more analytical 
thinking.”

Educators Reflect on EngageNY and the Common Core
These Kids Love Math!

Bethel Makes AP Honor Roll!
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I N  B R I E F
Battle of the Books

For the 12th straight year, 
students are preparing for battle.  
The district will host its annual 
Battle of the Books competition.  
Middle school teams compete 
on Tuesday, March 17 at 7 p.m. 
at Frontier MS.  The elementary 
school battle is set for Thursday, 
May 7 at 7 p.m. at Cougar 
Mountain MS.

Battle of the Books is a fun, 
academic based competition.  
Students are encouraged to 
read and discuss a series of pre-
selected books, quiz each other 
on the contents, then compete 
in teams to correctly answer 
questions based on the books in 
a “quiz show” format.  The team 
with the most correct answers 
wins.

The program is designed 
to encourage and recognize 
students who enjoy reading, 
broaden reading  interest , 
increase comprehension, and 
promote academic excellence.

Transitions Fair
High school students who 

qualify for Special Services 
should plan to attend the district’s 
annual Transition Fair.  This year’s 
event will be held at the Pierce 
County Skills Center from 6 to 8 
p.m. on March 19.  

At the fair,  students can 
meet with representatives from 
different agencies who will help 
plan their future.  Participating 
agencies include:  JobCorps, 
Pierce County/Community 
C o n n e c t i o n s ,  T a c o m a 
Community College, Highline, 
Depar tment  of  Vocational 
Rehabilitation, Centerforce, PC2, 
Enrich, BATES, ENSO, the Center 
for Independence and many 
more!  

Pizza and beverages will be 
served on a first come, first served 
basis and there will be door 
prizes raffled, too.  For more 
info, contact TerriLea Parsons at 
253.683.6007.

Spanish Immersion
Thompson Elementary invites 

parents of incoming kindergarten 
students to check out their 
new Spanish Dual Language 
Immersion program at a series 
of upcoming meetings. 

Families can learn more about 
the program’s design, philosophy 
and how to enroll on March 5 
(Spanish parents) and March 12 
(English parents).  Both meetings 
are from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the 
school.  Attendance is required 
for the admissions process.  To 
learn more, contact Thompson 
Elementary at 253.683.5800.  The 
application deadline is March 23. 

Immunizations & Measles
D u e  t o  r e c e n t  m e a s l e s 

outbreaks, we want to remind 
parents to make sure that their 
students are up-to-date on their 
immunizations. The Tacoma-
Pierce County Health Department 
website (www.tpchd.org) has 
current information on recent 
measles activity. The site also 
includes dates & locations where 
free/low-cost immunizations are 
available. You can also contact 
your school’s health room for 
more information.

Free Spaghetti Dinner
Back by popular demand is 

our FREE Community Spaghetti 
Dinner. We are once again invite 
you, your family, neighbors and 
friends to join us Tuesday, Apr.. 21 
from 5 to 7 p.m. at Liberty Middle 
School. You can meet our school 
board,talk about your concerns, 
and learn more growth and a 
possible construction bond in 
our future. For info, see www.
bethelsd.org.

Research tells us that pre-school through preteen children need 
between 10 and 12 hours of sleep each night; adolescents benefit 
from 8 and 8 ½ hrs. a night.  Sleep is critical to brain development 
and helps students to function better emotionally, physically, and 
academically.  Parents wouldn’t dream of letting their kids run into 
a busy street or keep meals from them; but the reality is, that staying 
up late and missing out on much needed sleep is often overlooked.  

Effects of sleep deprivation are widespread – an inability to absorb 
new information, lack of focus (nodding off in class), tardiness, 
and absenteeism often lead to poor academics.  Research has even 
showed that some children are often misdiagnosed with ADHD/
ADD (because symptoms can be similar), when in actuality sleep 
deprivation was the true culprit.  Social skills can also be affected due 
to an increase in moodiness, aggression, and display of depression.  
In addition, poor decision making, impulsivity, and clumsiness can 
lead to serious accidents and even death.

Some explanations for our kids not be getting enough sleep may 
include:  early school start times, widespread use of electronics  
(for academics and entertainment), hectic after-school schedules, 
hormonal shifts, and lack of parental knowledge and involvement - 

round and round it goes.  
What can we do to help improve our child’s sleep?  Think sleep!  Talk 

to your kids about 
sleep – ask them about their current sleep habits and how their sleep 

(whether they’re getting enough, or not) is affecting them. Together, 
discuss ways that their sleep can be improved.  Some suggestions 
include:  

 Discuss a bedtime (try setting it back in 10-15 min. increments).
  “Wind down” about 30 minutes before bed - quiet music, reading, 

or a bath.
 Put away all electronics (keep under parental control).
 Bedroom should be dark, quiet, and cool (a room to warm or bright 

interrupts sleep).
 Avoid physical activity and caffeine in the evening.
 It may also benefit you both to discuss their schedule – does an 

activity need to be trimmed away to allow for better sleep?
Remember that parental understanding and consistency is key – 

your advocacy and support of good sleep habits are crucial.  If your 
child continues to have serious problems getting good sleep after 
implementing these suggestions, you should consult his/her physician.

Nurses’ Corner:   Sleep and your student

Liberty Middle School Teacher Reveals Secret Identity!
Tom Mitchell began his career 

in education as a teacher. For 
nine years he taught history, 
language arts, PE, health and 
art. After that he made the move 
into administration and until this 
year, that’s what he’s been doing, 
most recently as the principal of 
Liberty Middle School.

But old habits die hard and 
after 18 years in the principal’s 
office Mitchell has learned a lot 
that he wished he knew back 
when he was teaching. “So many 
times in the last decade or so I’ve 
said to myself, ‘If I had these tools 
when I was in the classroom, 
I would have been SO much 
better!’”

So this year Mitchell is taking 
what he’s learned and putting 
it into practice, teaching four 
periods of 8th grade U.S. history, 
as well as an 8th grade advisory 
class at Liberty Middle School. 
“I think it’s all too easy for 
people who are not in front 
of the classroom everyday to 
lose that sense of the pressure 
and turbulence of keeping the 
learning environment on track 
and on schedule. I think that is 

too often taken for granted,” he 
said. “I wanted to model what I 
believe was effective practice, but 
I also wanted to experience what 
my staff does and learn from that 
as well.”

Being out of the principal’s 
chair for part of the day could 
pose a problem, but Mitchell 
credits the district for supplying 
him with a second assistant 
principal for this school year. 
“There is absolutely no way I 
could do it without both Adam 
Cox and Don Simpson,” he said. 
“The new evaluation system has 
principals working with teachers 
on instruction more than ever 
before, and that’s in addition 
to all the other things we’re still 
responsible for. There is no way 
I could do that and teach nearly 
full-time as well.”  For this year 
assistant principal Don Simpson 
has taken over Mitchell’s share of 
teacher evaluations.

B u t  M i t c h e l l  s a y s  t h e 
experience is certainly worth 
it. “Ultimately I hope that it 
will help me be a better leader 
by leading through example, 
being honest about my failures 

and authentic about the ways I 
believe we should improve,” he 
said. “We’re all engaged in this 
huge endeavor together and 
it helps when the people who 
supervise you really get what your 
challenges are.”

Along with the lessons he’s 
learning, Mitchell said his favorite 
part about being back in the 
classroom is the students. “I just 
love this age. I was at my worst 

at this age and I have such 
empathy for them. When I was 
this age the adults in my world 
that managed to see through 
all the bravado I put out ... they 
made huge differences in my 
life. Getting to interact with the 
kids, push them to think, kid 
them through their frustrations 
and encourage them to keep 
trying – I think this is the juice 
that drives us all. ”

Liberty Middle School Principal Tom Mitchell is teaching 8th grade U.S. 
History this year.

Students Visit the Capitol
Olympia has been seeing a 

lot of the Bethel School District 
recently! Many of our students 
have had the chance to be a part 
of our legislators’ work in the 
state capital. 

Spanaway Lake High School 
freshman Jack Sanders (lower 
left) represented Senator Steve 
Conway’s district by serving as a 
page during the week of January 
26. 

Robert Dryer (lower right), a 
Nelson Elementary 4th grader, 
was invited by Senator Randi 
Becker to open the Senate Floor 
for the WA State Legislation by 
leading the Pledge of Allegiance 
on January 19th.  

On February 4th, fourth grader 

Laneeka Jones (upper right) of 
Graham Elementary was the 
guest of Senator Joe Fain. She 
led the Pledge of Allegiance as 
well and was also the “Honorary 
President of the Senate.” 

And last but not least, four 
students from Frontier Middle 
School’s robotics club (upper 
left) testified before the Senate 
K-12 Early Education Committee. 
Ty l e r  S e p t o n ,  E l i z a b e t h 
Hernandez, Mathew Horton 
and Ariel Gereaux championed 
for continual funding of STEM 
(Science Technology Engineering 
and Math) education in the 
middle schools. 

Join us in celebrating all of 
these incredible students!

Thanks to voters,  our youngest 
students are making record gains 
in the classroom. 

In February, assistant superin-
tendent Dr. Ann Varkados public-
ly thanked the Board for making 
a kindergarten a top priority of 
the School Programs and Opera-
tions Levy.

“Only six of our all day kin-
dergarten schools are financed 
through the state and this has 
been a big commitment,” Varka-
dos said.

In previous years, only a hand-
ful of the district’s 17 elementary 
schools offered full day programs 
and not all of them were free. 
Now, partly through the school 
year staff are seeing tremendous 
gains in achievement from the 
free full day program,

By expanding to a full day 

of services, the amount of in-
structional time that each child 
receives has dramatically in-
creased, and in many cases,  is 
double what it used to be. There 
is also time for science and other 
enrichment that was not possible 
under a half-day model.  

At a mid-year update, the 
board learned that many stu-
dents are performing at much 
higher levels that in years past.  

Board president Stan Chapin 
thinks first grade teachers will 
be amazed by how far ahead this 
year’s kindergarten students will 
be when they enter first grade 
next year. 

 “At about the halfway mark 
they are almost where they were 
when they finished the half day 
program,” Chapin said. 

Big Gains Result from All Day K Supt. Challenges Zoning Changes
Superintendent Tom Seigel is 

challenging the county to rethink 
its plans to increase the amount 
of land designated as Agricultural 
Resource Lands, or ARL. 

About half of the land the coun-
ty wants to re-zone is in Bethel. 
But, as Seigel points out that 
could create serious challenges 
for the district as it mulls over a 
bond proposal to handle current 
and future growth.  

Bethel is the 12th fastest grow-
ing school district in Washington. 
A recent demographic study 
showed more growth is expected 
for the foreseable future and a ca-
pacity study indicated the district 
is quickly running out of space to 
house new students.    

Once land is designated as ARl, 
the taxing and bonding capacities 
for school districts are lowered 

and there are limitations on 
how school districts can use 
the property they own. In some 
cases, school construction may 
be off limits. 

“A change in assessed values 
will increase the tax burdens 
on virtually all commercial and 
most residential property owners 
in Bethel as school districts have 
set obligations that are collected 
over the tax base.  The net effect 
will be to shift taxes to residen-
tial and commercial properties, 
resulting in more reluctance to 
support school district levies and 
bonds,” Seigel said. 

The school board has created 
a $230 million dollar list of pri-
orities for an upcoming bond 
campaign. You can learn more  
at www.bethelsd.org.
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Each of our three comprehensive high schools has a student store as part of their business and marketing 
programs.  This year the stores at Bethel and Graham-Kapowsin high schools have both taken their stores to 
the next level, obtaining gold-level certification with the national DECA program!

For GKHS business and marketing teacher Tanya Torres-Steen, this isn’t the first time her students have brought 
home the gold.  “About four years ago my students decided they wanted to certify the store with the National 
DECA,” she said.  “So they applied to be gold-level certified and we have recertified for the past three years.”

Torres-Steen oversees the students, but like its name implies, the store is primarily run by her students.  “It’s 
very student driven.  I let them choose the products that they want to sell in the store as long as they’re in 
compliance with the USDA regulations.”

The student store at GKHS was the first student store in the district.  There, students can work in the store 
only after they’ve successfully completed the business and marketing class.  Seniors Valerie Patrick and Elise 
Scacciotti are store managers this year.  They said the student store provides a lot of valuable experience for 
the students who work there.

“A lot of experience with customer service, a lot of barista skills, and from a  manager’s point of view, it’s a good 
eye-opener of everything that goes into a business behind the scenes,” said Scacciotti.  Patrick continued, 

“A lot about profit and loss too.  When we don’t 
close the freezer and everything melts, we lose 
money.”

The GKHS store offers an assortment of snacks 
and drinks, including frappuccinos, smoothies, 
Italian sodas, iced coffees and more.  “Our big 
food products are bagels; we get them from 
Cascade Bagel.  We also have cookies from 
Otis Spunkmeyer and a bunch of little healthy 
snacks we get from Costco,” said Patrick.

And all the ordering of those items falls on 
the students as well, “We call for bagels, we 
do online Costco orders,” said Patrick.  “As 
managers we also fill in for people when they’re absent; so we’re able to do any job in the store.”

“These are employability skills,” said Torres-Steen.  “Some of these kids won’t have a job in high school, but this 
gives them those skills that they would get if they had a job outside of the classroom.”

Now that you’ve read about the student store at GKHS, visit our YouTube channel for an inside look into Bethel 
High School’s student store.  Just go to www.youtube.com/bethelschools.

C ET
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High School Student Stores Go for the Gold!

DID YOU KNOW?
Project Lead the Way and the Office of the Superintendent 

of Public Instruction have recognized Bethel HS as one of 
two high schools in the State of Washington to have an 
accredited biomedical program.  The school offers four 
years of coursework in biomedical studies.  Accreditation 
gives students an opportunity to earn college credit and 
receive preferential admittance to affiliate universities such 
as Washington State University and Seattle University.

Bethel High Junior to Serve as the  Next DECA Area President
Kaitlyn Reiman is a junior at Bethel High School and is currently serving as the school’s DECA Chapter President.  This year after 
a number of interviews, speeches and tests, she was voted in as the DECA Area President-elect.  “I’ll be president of 21 chapters, 
that’s 21 different high schools that span across the Puget Sound,” she said.  “I’ll get to do school trips if people want me to come 
talk to their class, and in November, there’s the fall leadership conference that’s held in Seattle every year, and I’ll be speaking 
there with the other 12 officers of Washington state.”

“She’s excited and has lots of great ideas,” said Reiman’s business and marketing teacher Janet Tarsi.  “I met her last year through 
her English teacher just looking for someone who was a strong writer.  It’s just been fun watching her develop her skills and 
having the courage to do something like this.”

DECA has been a “life-changing” experience for Reiman, and Tarsi said that’s bound to happen in the program, which prepares 
students to enter the world of marketing, finance, hospitality and management.  “It offers students knowledge in the business 
and marketing world but it also offers them the opportunity to build their leadership skills, to gain that confidence, and gain 
the social skills that you need to go out into this big world and be successful.”

Reiman said DECA has opened her up to a whole new world, “I always wanted to be more involved in high school. DECA has 
given me something to work towards.  It’s pushed me and it’s helped me realize what I want to do in school; I want to be in the 
business area and hopefully open my own business one day.  And DECA has really provided me the basic stepping stones into 
doing that.”

Reiman will take office after April’s International Career Development conference, which will be held in Florida.
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Spanaway Lake High School senior Nicholas Freeman’s post-graduation plans were firmed up recently when he found out 
he had been admitted to the U.S. Naval Academy.  Freeman is a Cadet Lieutenant (junior grade) in the SLHS Navy JROTC 
and is the executive officer of the Sentinel Battalion.

This is only Freeman’s second year in JROTC but he said he learned a lot in that time.  “It definitely taught me a lot about 
myself.  It taught me a lot about my own leadership style, about my character and about what I was capable of.  It showed 
me that I was capable of great things and that really drove me towards the next step.”

That next step will find Freeman spending four years at the Naval Academy before being commissioned as an Ensign and 
beginning his five-year service commitment.

Freeman had the chance to visit the Naval Academy with his family recently, an experience that helped focus his future.  
“I was awestruck, my jaw hit the floor,” he said.  “Everything was so grand.  It’s quite a marvel to be there.  I got to tour the 
engineering building and it was quite impressive, state of the art.  It’s one of the best schools in the country.”

Military service runs in Freeman’s family but there’s been no Navy, until now.  “There’s no better officer than a Naval officer, 
in my opinion,” said Freeman.  He cites his grandfather, who served in the Air Force, as a big influence on his journey 
into military service.   

Freeman also credits the JROTC at SLHS for making him the man he is today.  “It has made me a better person on many 
spheres, especially on awareness of the world.  We do many community service projects and we also just help out the 
community in general.  We are a group of young individuals who work as part of a team that’s 140 cadets strong, and we 
are able to achieve some great things.”

Even greater things await Freeman this fall when he heads to Annapolis, Maryland.  For the friends and cadets he’s leaving behind, he had this advice.  “Dream big and never 
give up.  Just be relentless in whatever you do and at the end of the day, if you gave your 100% and you didn’t make it, at least you gave it your all.”

Spanaway Lake HS Senior Admitted to the U.S. Naval Academy

Ann Johnson is Cedarcrest Middle School’s culinary foundations teacher.  Students would argue that she gives 
out the best homework in the building.

“Food homework; I get a lot appreciative parents,” she said.  And though sometimes she hears about a culinary 
catastrophe, for the most part, the feedback she gets from parents is all along the lines of, “Oh my gosh, they 
made scones last night and they were so good!”

Johnson’s culinary foundations class is an important stepping stone for middle school students.  “CTE at the 
high school level is basically working on what they’ve gotten here in middle school,” Johnson said.  “So my 
goal here is to make sure they get that basic foundation.”

And the most basic thing is kitchen safety.  “Before we start doing any type of food labs we do a food safety 
and sanitation unit, and they do have to pass the test in order to participate in the food labs,” Johnson said.  
And with that out of the way, recipes are handed out and the students get to work.

“We made brownies, pretzels, cookies, we make fried rice also, there’s a lot of foods,” said 7th grader Bradley 
Toman.  Joseph Peooy continued the list, “Scones, pancakes with bacon, and fajitas now.”

Joseph and Bradley spent two days with their 
class working on the fajitas.  Day one was spent 
practicing their knife skills.  “Each vegetable, 
each ingredient, has a different way it is cut,” said 
Johnson.  Then on the second day, it was time to do the cooking.

Johnson groups the students into teams, assigning them roles as head chef, sous chef and busser.  She said this 
teamwork aspect is an important part of the class, “It’s those character-building traits of integrity and honesty and 
working with people that’s really important,” she said.

Whether or not they pursue cooking in the future, Bradley said the skills they’re learning in culinary foundations 
will set them up for success in the future.  “I know most people do find someone when they get older, but when 
they’re 18 to 20 they may have their own apartment and they can’t always order take-out if they’re trying to live a 
healthier lifestyle.”

“I love the students, there’s a reason I teach this age,” said Johnson.  “We do fun food experiments.  We did one the 
other day called ‘Goop’ where they have no measurements.  And they put it together thinking, ‘how much do I need 
for this ingredient?’  It’s experimentation; it’s fun.  Who would not want to experiment with food?  Because you get 
to eat your product!”

“Sometimes people will be scared of culinary, cause they feel like they’re going to burn something,” said Tai Livigisitone, 
an 8th grader in Johnson’s class.  “But culinary is fun; we all work together, we all follow the recipe, and we just eat 
and eat!”

Bethel School District’s Career and Technical Education (CTE) Department brings challenging, real-world 
educational programs to our classrooms that are academically integrated and enhanced with 21st 
century skills.  Transforming “book knowledge” into actual application, CTE provides skills that will help 
our students to be competitive when they enter the business world.

CTE classes are available in a wide variety of subjects including science, art, math, and marketing.  The 
stories you’ll find here are just a small sample of the many opportunities our students have inside the 
CTE classroom.

bethel pride

Homework Has Never Tasted So Good!

DID YOU KNOW?

All three of Bethel’s comprehensive high schools have 3D 
printers!  Students like Nicole Query and Braxton Malloy 
are using the new technology in classes like Jesse Olson’s 
Principles of Engineering class at Graham-Kapowsin High 
School.  Nicole’s cube was created using a program called 
Autodesk Inventory and the 3D printer brought it to life in 
about three hours!



Shandra Drake 
is the health and 
attendance clerk 
at Frederickson 
Elementary where 
she’s worked for 
s e v e n  y e a r s .  
Before that she 
worked for 13 years 
a t  C e n t e n n i a l 
Elementary.

What’s the most 
common ailment 
you see during the 
day?

“Stomach.  ‘My 
stomach hurts, 
my head hurts.’  
Sometimes they 

just like to come see me; I call them my frequent fliers.  They 
just need a little TLC and then they’re good to go.  I did have 
one little boy who said his heart hurt and I was like, ‘Oh my 
gosh, let me check you out.’  I asked him, ‘How long has your 
heart been hurting?’ He said ‘Ever since my mom dropped 
me off.’ He was just missing his mom.”

You have a lot of smiley faces in your office!

“When I first started working in the health room I just 
wanted to decorate with something that would make the 
kids not feel sad, so I started a smiley face collection and 
the kids just loved it.”

So you’re wearing Seahawks earrings, you’ve got the scarf, 
you’ve got the bracelet, the T-shirt, even your nails are painted 
blue and green!

“Can you tell I like the Seahawks?  Every since they’ve been 
in the playoffs I wear Seahawks everyday.  I’m so proud to 
be a 12.”

Patty Little is the school 
counselor at Clover 
C re e k  E l e m e n t a r y  
Before that she was a 
counselor and teacher 
at Spanaway Middle 
School.  This is her 20th 
year in the district.

What ’s  the  biggest 
dif ference between 
t e a c h i n g  a n d 
counseling?

“I love that I don’t 
have to grade papers, 
but I do miss seeing 
the l ight  come on 
with kids when they 
learn something new.  
Now that I’m in the 

elementary school I work with kids a lot more, and I’m really 
enjoying that part.”

How important is a counselor to a school?

“I used to think a counselor sat in a room and talked to kids, 
but you do a lot more than that.  You get to work with the kids, 
go to classrooms and teach and teach small groups; I even 
work with ASB kids doing their part of running the school.  
You help teachers collaborating, we help with the testing, we 
meet about kids that are having difficulties, I help parents 
get ideas and strategies about how to help their children, 
sometimes we help in the lunch room, sometimes we do 
duty outside, go on field trips, do food drives, you name it.”

The Super Bowl is a little over a week away..are you a Seahawks 
fan?

“They’re just incredible.  I think they just got it together the 
last few years.  Coach Carroll’s been good, we have a good 
quarterback and we have a good defense.  They’re going to 
go all the way, I can just tell you that now”

Chris Nelson is 
an applied math 
and Collection 
o f  E v i d e n c e 
t e a c h e r  a t 
Challenger High 
School.   He’s 
t a u g h t  t h e re 
since 2006 and 
has been in the 
district since 
2000.

“ I ’ v e  b e e n 
teaching for 27 
years, but the 
first ten years 
I was teaching 
a g r i c u l t u r e 
c l a s s e s , 
woodshop, and 

metal shop.  I’m an agriculture major; I’m not a math 
major, so that’s why I’m teaching the applied math that 
goes with the CTE certification.”

Math teacher, huh?  Do you know any good math jokes?

“My son’s a math major at WSU so we buy him all 
the math shirts with the jokes on them.  Here’s one:  
Everyone says ∏ r2,, but pie are round.  Cake are squared.  
That’s one of my favorites.”

What do you do when you’re not solving equations?

“Well, the Cougars are my hobby; I love Cougar football.  
I graduated from WSU.  My oldest son just graduated 
from there in December and my youngest son is going 
there now.”
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Bethel schools  and community members are getting 
recognized. Here’s a look at what they’ve been up to. 

Staff Spotlight

In the
Spot light

Chris Nelson

Patty Little

S
handra D

rake

Staff Spotlight is an online weekly feature.   You 
can read about a new Bethel employee every 
Thursday on our website, www.bethelsd.org.

Last  spr ing students  at 
Bethel, Graham-Kapowsin and 
Spanaway Lake high schools 
took Advanced Placement exams 
in several different subjects.  A 
score of ‘5’ is the highest possible 
score on an AP exam.  Bethel 
would like to congratulate all of 
the AP Scholar students, many 
of whom received a ‘5’ on their 
tests.

AP Scholars – Students who 
received scores of ‘3’ or higher on 
three or more AP exams

BHS:  Douglas Fish, Ewurama 
Karikari, Ian Longosky, Kimberly 
Oliva-Membreno, Laura Olson, 
Andrew Pace, Cameron Prior

GKHS:  Katlyn Burmeister, 
Katelyn Carlson, Travis Carrigan, 
Jordan Iyall, Rolando Lopez-
Chavez, Jessica Mason, Ian 

North Star Elementary shared their love for veterans 
by creating special valentines.  Kindergarten and 
fourth grade students made cards in Jillian Nintze’s 
art class.  A fifth grade class and a Girl Scout Troop 
made them, too.  Naches Trail, Frederickson and 
Kapowsin also participated in Congressman Denny 
Heck’s annual Valentines for Veterans campaign.  This 
is the third year that Heck has requested the special 
cards and letters from local schools.  The valentines 
were delivered to hundreds of veterans across the 
South Sound prior to the February 14th holiday.

Valentines for Veterans

McPherson, William Ormond, Emma Schmitz, Duke Steenmeyer, Donald Walkinshaw, Jared Whitmore, Logan Wright
SLHS:  Marcus Bartlett, Jennifer Delegard, Tyler Finley-Johnson, Nicholas Freeman, Tiffany Ham, Corey Johnson, Justice 

Ladenburg, Brittany Mullis, Ryan O’Neal, Antonio Villa, Jennifer Wells

AP Scholars with Honor – Students who received an average score of at least 3.25 on all AP exams taken, and scores of 3 or 
higher on four or more of these exams

BHS:  Sierra Burt, Thomas Hubert, Meghan McDonald
GKHS:  Bruce Baker, Chase Beyer, Harli Spurgeon
SLHS:  Michael Conway, Teruhito Kondo

AP Scholars with Distinction – Students who receive an average score of al least 3.5 on all AP exams taken, and scores of 
3 or higher on five or more of these exams

GKHS:  Austin McKinley, Casey Park
SLHS:  Jennifer Ham

Students earning a perfect score of ‘5’ on one of their exams:
BHS:  Jason Gentry, Alexander Huppert, Hanna Elston
GKHS:  Donald Walkinshaw, Logan Wright, Austin Dowell, Jacob Johnson, Elias Schuh, Gavin Eaglin, Samuel Shuman
SLHS:  Micah Brown, Misty Carpenter, Dominick Klockemann, Alyssa Lyngaas, Edward-John Muna, QiMing Wei, Sabrina Do

Advanced Placement Students Honored for Excellence 

Kapowsin Kindergarteners
Celebrate 100 Days of School!
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Sport:  Football
Positions:  Linebacker, Running Back
Plans to study:  Undecided 
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Sport:  Soccer
Positions:  
Plans to study:  Undecided

Brandon GLickerik UdstUen

s
p

a
n

a
W

a
y

 L
a

k
e

H
iG

H
 s

c
H

o
o

L

cLark coLLeGe

Sport:  Baseball
Position: Centerfield
Plans to study:  Psychology

Bethel School District is proud to honor athletes who will be continuing 
their education while competing in college sports.  We congratulate each 
of them on all of their accomplishments and wish them continued success!

stiLLman coLLeGest. martin’s University

Local Athletes Triumph Over Competition in Winter Sports 
On the mat, on the court and in 

the lanes, it proved to be a strong 
season for the district’s sports 
teams.

In basketball ,  two teams 
advanced to post season play.  
The Spanaway Lake boys team 
finished the regular season with 
a record of 12-11 to advance 
to the West Central District 
tournament.  The Sentinels lost 
to Kentridge, 52-47 and defeated 
Kent-Meridian, with a score of 51-
48.  Under the guidance of SPSL 
Coach of the Year John Ainslie, 
the Bethel High girls basketball 
team posted the second best 
record in the league with 15 
wins, 9 losses.  At districts, the 
girls lost 45-40 to South Kitsap 
then defeated Kent-Meridian, 
69-44.  The Braves ended their 
season with a heartbreaking loss 
in a loser out game against Gig 
Harbor, 59-51.  

All three wrestling programs 
were represented at the WIAA 
Championships.  Bethel claimed 
the SPSL league title and, at 
regionals, the Braves finished 
in fourth place and qualified six 
wrestlers for State.  The grapplers 
from Graham-Kapowsin were 
second in place, but edged out 
Bethel to take third in regionals.  
In addition to GK’s Mason Eaglin 
(106) and Jared Schroeder (160) 
who won their weight classes, 
six other Eagles won births to 
State.  And, despite a tenth place 
finish at regionals, Spanaway 
Lake’s Raquel Green (145) won 
her division.  She is one of two 
Sentinels who also participated 
at the State match.  

In bowling, Spanaway Lake 
High School crowned their 
first state champion.  Carolina 
Snowden posted a score of 1,227 
after six games to claim the top 
spot.  Bethel High had a great 
tournament, too.  The girls took 
second place in the team division, 
with 7,467 pins.  HBS’s Nikki 
Wood and Amber Hammond 
both cracked the top ten for 
individuals.  

KING 5 news did a feature on 
the state bowling tournament 
which features extensive footae of 
Snowden and some of our other 
local bowlers.  To see the clip, 
go to www.king5.com/media/
cinematic/video/23258461/prep-
zone-spanaway-lake-bowler-
carolina-snowden/.

****
WIAA Championships
Academic State Champions:  
Graham-Kapowsin HS Wrestling
Girls Bowling, Individuals - Finals
Carolina Snowden, SLHS - State 
Champion
Nikki Wood, BHS, 6th Place
Amber Hammond, BHS, 10th 

Place
Chenoa White, GKHS, 21st Place
Keila Ham, BHS, 29th Place
Hayley Clinton, BHS, 30th Place
Callie Carter, BHS, 34th Place
Shawna Johnson, BHS
Madeline Pierce, BHS
Alternate:  Katy Schmitz, GKHS 

Girls Bowling, Team - finals Bethel 
HS, 2nd Place 

Boys Wrestling, State Qualifiers
106:  Mason Eaglin, GKHS
120:  Chad Simonson, GKHS
126:  Michael Flores, GKHS; Angel 
Coria, SLHS
138:  Corde Ferreira and Gavin 
Eaglin, GKHS
145:  Oscar Springsteen, BHS
152:  Dante Springsteen, BHS
160:  Jared Schroeder, GKHS

170:  Derek Fry, BHS; Austin 
Christoph, GKHS
195:  Eli Teuteu, BHS, Danny 
Lorenz, GKHS
220:  Tyrese Tate, BHS
285:  Avyion Fisher, BHS
Alternates:  Jeremy Smith (195), 
BHS; Freddie Green (220) and 
Lepapa Hunkin (285), SLHS

Girls Wrestling, State Qualifier 
145:  Raquel Gray, SLHS

****
SPSL All League Teams
Boys Basketball
1st Team:  Donte Johnson, BHS; 
Raven Frazier, SLHS
2nd Team:  Jamon Jones, BHS
Honorable Mention:  Brandon 
Stoehr and Foster Sarrell, GKHS; 
Leroy Lawrence and Isaiah 

Turner, SLHS
Girls Basketball
1st Team:  Me’osha Mack, BHS
2nd Team:  V-Chanti Carson, BHS
Honorable Mention:   Elise 
Scacciotti and Alisha Headley, 
GKHS; Tiarra Lewis, SLHS
Other Awards:  Coach of the Year, 
John Ainslie, BHS

Girls Bowling
1st Team:  Carolina Snowden, 
SLHS; Nikki Wood, BHS
2nd Team:  Hailey Clinton, Amber 
Hamond and Keila Ham, BHS;  
Faith Julian, SLHS
Honorable Mention:   Katy 
Schmitz and Chenoa White, 
GKHS

Congratulations to all of our 
student athletes!

Top: WIAA Bowling Champion Carolina Snowden (center) with coach Brooke Wilkinson (right) and  teammate 
XXX XXX (left). Bottom: Coach Scott Stirts (left) with members of his Academic State Championship winning  
team. The GK wrestlers posted the best combined GPA among 4A Washington schools with a X.XX.  Teammates 
Mason Eaglin, Chad Simonson, Michael Flores, Corde Ferreira, Gavin Ea.glin, Jared Schroederand Danny Lorenz  
participated in the state championships in mid-February.  Spanaway Lake and Bethel High also had several 
wrestlers advance to the state meet. 

Bethel Rec holds baseball 
& softball registration

Bethel Recreation’s baseball/
softball registration is open from 
Feb. 16 to March 21.  Programs 
are available for all students 
in kindergarten through sixth 
grade.  Practices are expected to 
start the week of April 13.  Actual 
games will be played from May 
2 to June 6.  Please keep in mind 
that walk-in registration at The 
Lineup ends March 14.  Cost is 
$45 per student. To sign up or 
for more information, visit www.
bethelrec.org.

#BookItForward
Inspired by Kid President’s 

#BookItFor ward campaign, 
Liberty Middle School held 
a used book drive during the 
month of January to share their 
favorite books with others.  The 
drive resulted in an incredible 
1,792 books being donated!  A 
representative from Kid President 
responded to Liberty’s results and 
said, “What a generous group of 
readers you have.  Thank you so 
much for sharing this project with 
your school, for keeping us in the 
loop, and for believing that kids 
have the power to make the world 
more awesome.  Students and 
schools like yours are the reason 
we love to do what we do!”

You can watch a video about 
the book drive at www.youtube.
com/bethelschools.

Spanaway MS Students 
Help The Wishing Well

Spanaway Middle School 
recently held a clothing drive to 
benefit The Wishing Well, a place 
where Pierce County foster kids 
can go to shop when they are in 
need.  SMS students and staff 
donated over 60 pairs of jeans as 
well as almost 20 new and gently 
used coats.  In addition, SMS 
brought in 160 pairs of brand 
new socks and more than 80 pairs 
of new underwear.  They also 
collected hundreds of t-shirts, 
hoodies, shorts and pants, as well 
as several pairs of new/gently 
used shoes.  

Help GKCC Feed Local 
Kids in Need

Jo i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  i n 
supporting the Graham Kapowsin 
Community Council’s FEED 
PROJECT at their annual craft, 
talent and hobby Expo on March 
7, from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at 
Frontier MS.  This year’s event 
includes a 5k and a 1k fun run/
walk.  All of the proceeds will 
benefit the Feed Project that 
sends backpacks of food home 
with children in need, so they 
have something to eat over the 
weekend.  For more info, visit 
www.G-KCC.org or the Graham 
Kapowsin Community Council 
facebook page.

Scholarships Available
Students interested in pursuing 

higher education should start 
looking now for scholarships. One 
excellent resource is the BEST 
Dollar for Scholars website, 

Each year, BEST hands out 
thousands of dollars in aid to 
help local students in pursuit of 
college degrees.

On the site, http://www.best.
dollarsforscholars.org, students 
and parents can create accounts 
to view and submit scholarship 
applications. 

In 2014, 120 scholarships 
totaling $80,000 were awarded 
to high school seniors.

PeachJar E-flyers
We have made the switch to 

Peachjar for flyer distribution. 
To see flyers available for your 
school, click on the Peachjar 
button on your school’s website. 



D I S T R I C T  C A L E N D A R

MARCH
Mar. 4  Late Arrival

Mar. 8: Begin Daylight Saving 
Time

Mar. 10:  School Board Meeting, 
ESC, 7 p.m.

Mar. 13:  MS/Elementary End of 
Trimester, Early Dismissal

Mar. 17: Middle School Battle of 
the Books, FMS, 7p.m.

Mar. 17-19: HS Proficiency 
Exams

Mar. 19:  Transition Fair, PCSC, 
6 - 8 p.m.

Mar. 21: Frontier MS & Graham-
Kapowsin HS Jazz Festivals

Mar. 24:  School Board Meeting, 
ESC, 7 p.m.

Mar. 23-27: Elementary 
Conferences, Early Dismissal for 
all Elementary Schools

Mar. 25: District Choir Festival, 
PLU Olson Auditorium, 6:30-8:30 
p.m.

Mar. 30-31:  Spring Break (No 
School)

APRIL
Apr. 1-3:  Spring Break (No 
School)

Apr. 10:  HS End of 3rd Quarter/
Report Card Prep, Early 
Dismissal

Apr. 11:  Daffodil Parade, 
Various times/locations

Apr. 14:  School Board Meeting, 
ESC, 7 p.m.

Apr. 21: Free Community 
Spaghetti Dinner, LMS, 5-7 p.m.

Apr. 24: Bethel At the Ballpark: 
Celebrating 65 Years, 7 p.m., 
Cheney Stadium

Apr. 28:  School Board Meeting, 
TE, 7 p.m.

MAY
May 6:  Late Arrival

May 12: School Board Meeting, 
ESC, 7 p.m.

FEBRUARY 2015
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B S D  S C H O O L  B O A R D

The Washington State Arts 
Commission’s Art in Public Places 
Program recently installed a new 
piece of art in the main stairwell 
at Clover Creek Elementary.

This is no small painting!  The 
work, by artist Jean Bradbury, is 
oil on canvas and measures 12 
feet high by 8 feet wide.  It depicts 
the flora and fauna indigenous 
to the Clover Creek area.  The 
imagery focuses on small plants 

Students at the Pierce County 
Skills Center kept the staff of 
Cascade Regional Blood Services’ 
bloodmobile busy when 60 
donors signed up ready to donate! 
That’s twice as many donors as 
the last time the bloodmobile 
visited! 42 of the donors this time 
around were first timers. Like last 
summer’s drive, PCSC’s Medical 
Careers class helped to recruit 
volunteers in the weeks leading 
up to the blood drive. 

100% of our community blood 
supply comes from volunteer 
donors, and 20% comes from 
school blood drives like this one. 
If you’d like to donate, you can 
make an appointment or find 
a blood drive near you at www.
crbs.net.

 Fun fact: According to the 
CRBS website, a teaspoon of 
donated blood can save a baby’s 
life. Imagine what a donated pint 
can do!

Students Give Life Saving Donations 

Zachary Knapton and Cody Hill were two of the 60 donors who gave blood 
during a recent blood drive at the Pierce County Skills Center. 

The Construction Trades class 
at the Pierce County Skills Center 
teaches students a variety of skills 
including piping; plumbing; basic 
electrical; and installing drywall, 
windows and doors.  Students 
also get CPR certification and a 
forklift license which instructor 
Dave Tout says looks really good 
on a resume.

“The technical skills that they 
learn are very useful, but they’re 
really not very difficult,” said Tout.  
“It’s really the problem solving 
and thinking end of it that creates 
a more employable person.”

Last year one of  Tout’s students 
landed an apprentice position 
with a union company right after 
graduation.  And Tout said that’s 

not a unique situation.  “At the 
end of last year we had more job 
opportunities for graduating 
seniors, than seniors to take 
them,” he said.

Like other classes at the Skills 
Center, Construction Trades is 
a great opportunity not only 
for students to get credits for 
high school, but to get hands-
on experience in a job before 
graduation to help them map 
out their future careers.  Tout 
said even if students finished his 
class knowing they didn’t want to 
work in construction, the time 
spent was still well worth it.  “If 
you’re not going to go into the 
construction trade, you have a 
skill that maybe later on, you can 

remodel your own bathroom.”
To learn more about PCSC’s 

Construction Trades class, visit 

Pierce County Skills Center Builds for the Future

our YouTube channel, www.
youtube.com/bethelschools.

A PCSC student works on a Construction Trades project.

Bethel 12s Thank the Seahawks for a Great Season!

and animals painted in detail to a 
very large scale to give the viewer 
a bug’s eye view of the world.  
Bradbury said, “The effect will be 
to carry the viewer into the world 
of wonder and imagination that 
nature inspires.”

You can see more photos 
of Bradbury working on the 
painting at www.jeanbradbury.
blogspot.com/2015/01/clover-
creek-bugs-eye-view.html.

Clover Creek Receives New Artwork


