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On behalf of the Bethel School District’s Native American Education
Program staff, we would like to extend a warm welcome to all of our
families new and old. We are excited to be a part of your child's
educational journey and deeply appreciate all of the
parents/caregivers for all they are contributing. We understand this
school year is different and can be challenging for all.

We would like to share with you all the ways we can try to make this
year less challenging and a little more enjoyable. Below is list of
things that we can assist with. We are here to support you and your
child.

Please stay safe, warm, and healthy as we continue to navigate
through the 2020-21 school year.

Program Focus
Conferences with students and/or families
Provide academic support through in-school or out of school
referrals
Academic Mentoring
Cultural Enhancement
Native American Student Clubs
Assistance with College Prep
Liaisons that work closely with our Parent Advisory Committee
Field Trips-NAYLA, Native Teachings Day, Fire Summit, and
others.
Assist in the planning process at schools for assemblies and
guest speakers
Act as a liaison with our Tribal Partners-(Nisqually Tribe).

We are a special advocate for your child while they are on their
educational journey.
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Click Here!! to be immediately taken to the parent survey.

Parent Survey
In an effort to continue supporting our students as best we can we are asking for our parents to
complete the following survey. Your input and guidance is greatly appreciated.

Thank you,
Bethel School District Native American Department
Rachael Barger-Teacher, Heather Wippert-Teacher, and Sean McKenizie-Director

https://forms.gle/A6BxLTkZXX6EEF1t7


Family Gathering Fall 2020 (Meet and Beep)
We have o�cially kicked off the 2020-21 school year with our �rst family gathering.
Parents/Caregivers of the Native Education Program were invited to drive through, pick up an activity,
and receive a pie.

Meet your South End Native American
Education Teacher On Special
Assignment (TOSA)
Mrs. Barger (Eastern Band Cherokee)
She has been with the Bethel School District for 18 years and is a BSD
Graduate. She has been a part of the Native American Education
program for 3 years and prior to that she was a classroom teacher.
Mrs. Barger is passionate about helping our Native American
students succeed and goes above and beyond her realm of duties to
ensure they do. In her free time, she likes to watch her children play
football and spending time with her family. 

Schools Served: Bethel HS, Challenger HS, Bethel Accelerated
Academy, Cougar Mt. MS, Bethel MS, EPSOC, Liberty MS, Roy Elem,
Centennial Elem, Rocky Ridge Elm, Shining Mt. Elem, North Star
Elem, Kapowsin Elem, and Frederickson Elem

516 176th Street East, Spanaw… rbarger@bethelsd.org

253-307-5865 253-800-2394

Meet your North End Native American
Teacher On Special Assignment (TOSA)
Mrs. Wippert (Blackfeet Nation)
She is new to the Bethel School District this year. She is coming to the
district with over 12 years experience working with Native American
students. Mrs. Wippert has been a classroom teacher and an
instructional coach prior to coming to Bethel. It has always been Mrs.
Wippert dream to work with kids and she enjoys watching students
blossom. In her free time, she enjoys beading, reading books, and
spending time with her family.

Schools Served: Spanaway Lake HS, Graham-Kapowsin HS, Bethel
Virtual Academy, Spanaway MS, Cedarcrest MS, Frontier MS,
Spanaway Elem, Thompson Elem, Evergreen Elem, Naches Trail
Elem, Camas Prairie Elem, Clover Creek Elem, Nelson Elem, Pioneer
Valley Elem, and Graham Elem.

516 176th Street East, Spanaw… hwippert@bethelsd.org

253-307-6453. 253-800-2393
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The Native Education TOSA's(Teachers on Special Assignment), our
Director-Mr. McKenzie, a few student volunteers- Phoebe Wade and Alina
Lowe, and one of our parent advisory members-Natasha Lowe, were all
there to greet our families. It was a successful event and we look
forward to more in-person family gatherings.
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Parent Advisory Committee 2020-21
Parent Advisory Committee is looking for a few interested caregivers
to join.

We have 2 open spots--CHAIRPERSON and SECRETARY.

It is a leadership role that provides guidance for family
gatherings, events, and ensures grant goals are being met.
By participating in this role you will be a voice for our Native
youth.
The committee meets for 2 hours 3x-4x times a year.

*Must be a caregiver of an eligible Native Education program Title VI
student

https://s.smore.com/u/9ff4fd29185f355b9bc94cc4da91d082.jpeg


Trimester 2 Awards and Incentives
With trimester 1 behind us, we would like to take a moment and re�ect
on a positive experience you had. Think about what hurdles and barriers
you have overcome, and take time to recognize all the hard work you put
in. We know during these unprecedented times, virtual learning has a
whole new meaning and can have many challenges.

The Native American Education teachers feel that your hard work needs
to be recognized and awarded. During Trimester 2, we would like to let you know about some
incentives and awards we will be recognizing. There will be separate drawings; one for secondary
students in grades 6th-12th and one for elementary students in grades K-5th.

Secondary Students will have a chance to receive several ra�e tickets to go into a drawing for prizes.
Here is a few ways to get tickets.

Final Grade Check-
A=7 tickets
B=5 tickets
C=3 tickets

D & F= O tickets

Attendance and participation summaries from teachers.

Elementary Students (K-5th Grade)will have a chance to receive several ra�e tickets to go into a
drawing for prizes. Here is a few ways to get tickets.

Attendance and participation summaries from teachers.

Interested participants can contact Mrs. Barger or Mrs. Wippert for
more information.

Title III American Indian/Alaskan Native
Language and Literacy Support TOSA Mr.
John Hu�stetler-Rowan
Did you know your student may qualify for additional language and
literacy supports through the Title 3 program?

Here is some information to help clarify what the program is and
how it supports

our Native American/Alaskan Students.

When you think of English Language Learners (ELL), you may �rst
think of a recent immigrant who speaks a language other than
English. While some of our EL students �t this description, American
Indian/Alaska Native (AI/AN) students may not. Many AI/AN
students are neither immigrants nor do they necessarily speak a
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College PREP 2021
Seniors: We hope you are well on your way of �lling out college
applications and scholarships. If you have not had a chance, it's a good
time to begin. If you need assistance in �lling out any college admissions
applications or scholarships, your Native Ed. TOSA's are here to help you.

We do not want to see you miss a great opportunity for some excellent
scholarships exclusively for Native Americans- (enrolled and
descendents).

Juniors: It is a great time to start looking ahead and marking down important dates for colleges or
scholarships you may be interested in. Keep in mind application submission dates and scholarship
requirements.

language other than English. However, they qualify* for EL services,
because they may need support in their academic English, including
academic vocabulary, reading academic texts, writing academic
forms, etc.

Students who self-identify as AI/AN qualify to take the English
Language Pro�ciency Screener. This diagnostic test helps us
understand their English language pro�ciency in speaking, listening,
reading, and writing. We can then use that data to support their
individual needs in order to help them reach their academic
potential.

If you would like some more information regarding the Title III
program, please feel free to contact your EL TOSA John Huffstetler
Rowan. His information is located below.

Contact: John Huffstetler Rowan
EL TOSA
Bethel School District
253-800-2325
email: jhuffstetl@bethelsd.org

mailto:jhuffstetl@bethelsd.org
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North End Student of the Month

NEVITT MILLER (8TH GRADER @ FRONTIER MIDDLE SCHOOL)
Mrs. Wippert selected Nevitt because she has been working hard on
trying to improve her grades, participation, and attendance in
school. This is Nevitt's 2nd year at Bethel School District and she has
worked hard overcoming barriers transitioning to public school from
tribal school. It's a culture shock and can be a di�cult transition for
our Native youth. I am proud of all the barriers Nevitt has overcome
in her young life. It’s been amazing to reconnect with her, as she was
a former student of mine in elementary.

Mrs. Wippert asked Nevitt's to share a little about herself for all to
see her great qualities.

Nevitt is a proud member of the Muckleshoot Tribe and she is
actively involved in drumming and dancing in her Native Heritage.
Her favorite part of being involved in the Native Education Program
at Bethel School District is she feels closer to her tribe and she enjoys
getting to spend time with her group. Her favorite subject is History

https://s.smore.com/u/b971e0899f188043d4257d1fe4913d6d.jpg


South End Student of the Month

LEILANI DILLON-EDWARDS
(6TH GRADER @ BETHEL MIDDLE SCHOOL)

Mrs. Barger selected Leilani because she has been �nding ways to set
goals for success this school year on a consistent basis. Academically
she has been hitting stellar marks in all of her classes and continuously
looks for ways to improve. In addition to her focus in the classroom
Leilani has been participating in our Mental Wellness Monday's. This
group focuses on a positive mindset, speci�cally focusing on the
Spiritual, Physical, Emotional, and Mental wellbeing. Overall, Leilani's
positive outlook and ability to self-re�ect have provided her with a strong foundation for success.

Mrs. Barger asked Leilani to share a little about herself for all to see her great qualities.

Leilani Dillon-Edwards is proud of being a part of the Puyallup and Swinomish Tribes. Her favorite
subjects in school are Humanities and Art. One of her most memorable teachers in her educational
journey is Mrs. Akins. In her spare time she likes to bead, create art pieces, and braid hair. The greatest
thing she has learned from her participation in the Native Education program is, “we’re all the same no
matter where we come from and we are all in this together”. One of the biggest things she likes people
to know is she has a BIG family in both of the tribes. After high school she would like to pursue a
career in either becoming a hair stylist or a Tribal Police O�cer.

Leilani is proud to be a young Native American girl and feels it’s special because of her love for her
traditions and all the new unique things she has learned. She is passionate about treating all people
equally regardless of race, color, or socio-economic status. She feels we are special and have
something great to offer the world.

One of her favorite quotes is, “treat others the way you want to be treated”.

If she could change anything in the world it would be the crime of all humankind mis-treating each
other.

and her favorite teachers are Mrs. Wippert and Mrs. Alwart. In her
free time she likes to sing and draw.

After she graduates High School she plans to go to college to
practice law. She has set her dreams on becoming the �rst Native
American woman president of the United States, and traveling the
world. It is extremely important to her to remain true to her culture,
heritage, and to her people. She enjoys learning all she can about her
culture and learning new things.

When asked what her favorite quotes are she said: “I know it seems
hard sometimes but remember one through every dark night there’s
a brighter day after that. No matter how it gets, stick ya chest out
and keep your head up… and handle it. (Tupac)
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More Ways to Communicate

Native American Program WEBSITE
Did you know that the Native American Program also has a website that is located on the Bethel
School District site?

We sure do!!

Just click the link below.

Support Services / N… www.bethelsd.org

Native American Program FACEBOOK
Did you know that the Native American Program also has a Facebook page?

We sure do!!

Just click the link below.

http://www.bethelsd.org/Page/827


Bethel School District Native
Education Program Bethel School Distric… www.facebook.com

Bethel School District Native Education Program. 77 likes · 11 talking about
this · 1 was here. Bethel School District Native Education exists to serve...

https://www.facebook.com/BethelSD.NativeEd.Program

