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MEETING PURPOSE AND OVERVIEW
The Bethel School District Long Range Facilities Task Force met for their eighth and final
meeting on February 21st at the Pierce County Skills Center. The meeting’s key objectives
were:
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•
•
•

What is included in the 2019 bond measure?
What are the district’s plans now that the bond measure has passed?
What are the Task Force’s recommendations for addressing the capacity needs
at the elementary school level?

WHAT’S THE PLAN?
With the passing of the 2019 Construction Bond, Cathie Carlson fielded questions regarding
timelines and schedules for the construction projects. Cathie explained the priorities for the
construction program schedule, which will be presented to the school board for acceptance on
February 26th.
Included in the 2019 Bond:
• Three new schools, including a new Bethel High School
• Renovation and expansion of six other schools, including a new wing at GrahamKapowsin High School
Length of time it will take to implement these projects:
• Building a new elementary school – three years
• Building a new high school – four years
• Renovate & expand existing schools, using the current Bethel High School as a
swing school – three years
Priorities for the construction program are to relieve capacity at the elementary and high school
levels first, all subject to the school board’s approval on February 26th.
David Hammond then spoke regarding the short term options the district is considering
implementing to manage capacity demands until the new capacity comes online, now that the
bond has passed. Having an end date in sight when a new school will open helps immensely in
the capacity issues, but there is still a need in the interim. The district is trying to implement
changes without moving the same students too frequently. A strategy being considered is
having students from new housing developments that are coming online soon be assigned to a
school that has available capacity, rather than the closest geographically. Temporarily moving
some programs out of certain schools to create capacity could also be an option. David thanked
everyone for their work, their input and their dedication.
Tom Seigel then spoke about the importance of the work the Task Force has done the
recommendations will be useful in the future not only for Bethel School District, but for other
districts as well. Mr. Seigel, the board of directors as well as the school district is very
appreciative of the Task Force’s time, effort and
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ELEMENTARY LEVEL
The Task Force has two options still on the table regarding the elementary capacity issues:
• Change one middle school to elementary school
• Change grade bands to K-4 & 5-8
Penny explained that it the goal is not necessarily to have just one option, it is perfectly
acceptable to recommend both options to the board. The Task Force discussed the differences
between the two, and their pros and cons. After a brief discussion, it became obvious that both
options had benefits and drawbacks, so the Task Force decided to include both options in its
recommendations, so either could be considered, depending on the needs of the district at the
time.

2

Bethel School District Long Range Facilities Task Force Meeting #8 – February 21, 2019

Penny confirmed with the Task Force their high school level recommendations and caveats, as
well as their agreement on the elementary school level. The Task Force members were in
agreement and satisfied with their final product.

NEXT STEPS
• Penny and her team will review, edit and finalize the final report
• Jay McIsaac volunteered to be the Task Force representative and present the
Task Force’s final recommendations to the school board on March 12th at 7pm in
the ESC Board Room.
The meeting was adjourned at 6:36pm.
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